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SERMON I. 

On the Causes of Men's being weary 
' of Life^ 



T0B4 x% u 

My spui is weary of my iifi. ]^ . 

ES?t'*iOB^ in the 'first part of hi5 days, sjerMomt 
^ J ^ was the griatest of dll the men 
k-jj?^."^ of the East: His possessions were 
large ; hiaiamily wasnumerpus and flourish* 
|ng i. Ijia own character was- fait and blame- 
less* Yet this rnan it pleastd God^ t^ *^isit 
with extraor<finary reversed of forturue^ He 
was robbed of his whole substante. His 
sons and daughters all perished ; mid he 
bimself, fallen from his high estate,^ child- 
less, and reduced to poverty^ was smitten 
Vol. IV. B with 
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2/ On the Causes of 

SERMON with sore disease. His friends came about 
him, seemingly with the purpose of ad- 
ministering comfort. But from a harsh 
and ill-founded construction of the in- 
tention of Providence in his disasters, 
they only added to his sonx)ws by un- 
just upbraiding. Hence those many pa- 
thetic lamentaitions with which this Book 
abounds, poured forth in the most beau- 
tiful and touching strain of Oriental poe- 
try. In one of those hours of lamenta- 
tion, the sentiment in the text was utter- 
ed; My soul is weary of my life^\ a sen- 
timent, which surely, if any situation 
can justify it, was allowable in the case 
of Job. 

In situations very different from that 
of Job, under calamities far less severe, 
it is not uncommon to find such a sen- 
timent working in the heart, and some- 
times breaking forth from the lips of 
men. Many, very many there are, who, 
on ©ne occasion or other, have experienced 
this weariness of life, and been tempted 
to wish that it would come to a close. 
Let us now examine in what circum- 
stances this feeling may be deemed excus- 
2 ablcj 
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Men's being: weary of Lifh. 3 

able ; in what it is to be held sinful 5 and sermou 
under what restrictions we may^ on any 
occasion, be permitted to say. My soul is 
weary of my life. 

I SHALL consider the words of the text 
in three lights : as expressing, Firsts The 
sentiment of a discontented man : Secondly^ 
The sentiment of an afflicted man ; T^hirdly^ 
The sentiment of a devout man* 

J. Let us consider the text as expressing 
the sentiment of a discontented man ; with 
whom it is the effusion of spleen, vexation, 
and dissatisfaction with life, arising from 
causes neither laudable nor justifiable. There 
arc chiefly three classes of men who are 
liable to this disease of the mind ; the idle; 
the luxurious; the criminal 

'Birsty This weariness of life is often 
found among the idle 5 persons common* 
ly in easy circumstances of fortune, who 
arc not engaged in any of the laborious 
occupations of the world, and who arc 
at the same time, without energy of min4 
to call them forth into any other line of 
B z nctiv^ 
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4 / On the Causes of 

-, . » . 

spRMON sTctivc txcrtlon. In this languid, or rSr 
y^ thcr topid state, they have so mstny va* 
cant hours, and . arc so mvK:h at a losa 
how to fill up their time, that their spi- 
rits utterly sink ; they .become burden- 
some to themsdves,* and to every one 
s^round them ; and drag with pain the 
load of existence. What a convincing 
pipof . is hereby afforded, that man was 
designed by his Creator . to be an active 
being, whose happiness is to be found 
not merely - in rest, ' but in occnipation 
and pursuit! (The idk are doomed to* 
sufter the natural punishment of their 
inactiyity iand folly > and from thdr com- , 
plaints' of the tiresomentJss of life there ^ 
is ?io repifdy but to awake from the 
dream of sloth, and to fill up with pro- 
per employment, the miserable vacancies 
of their days. Let them study to be- 
come useful to the worlds and tiiey shall 
SQon become less burdensome to them^ 
selves. They shall begin to enjoy eijist- 
enccf they shaU reap the.reward* which 
Proyi4ence has annejfed to virtuous ac- 
tiritj J and have no more cause to say 
My swl h weary of my life. 
/ , Next, 
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MerCs being weary of Life. f 

iV^^wf, The luxurious and the dissipated sermou 
form anoth^er class of men, among whom 
such cpm|)laint& arc still more frequent* 
With them they are not the fruit of idle- 
ness. These are men who have been 
busied enough; they have run the whole 
jace of pleasure^ but they, have run it 
with such inconsiderate speed, that it ter- 
nunates in weariness and ve>:^on of spi- 
rit. By the perpetual course of dissipa- 
tion in which they are. engaged 5 by the 
excesses which tKey indulge ; . by the riot- 
ous revel, and the midnight, or rather 
morning, hours to which they prolong 
their festivity; they have debilitated their 
bodies, and worn put their spirits. Sa» 
tiated with the repetition of their ac^ 
customed pleasures, and yit unable, to 
find any new ones in their places; wan^ 
dering round and round their^ formei? 
haunts of joy, and ever returning dis^ 
appointed; weary, of themselves, and of 
all things about them, their spirits arc 
oppressed with a deadly gloom, and the 
complaint bursts forth of odious life and 
a miserable world. Never are these com-i 
plaints more frequoit than at the ck>sd 

B3 of 



Digitized by Google 



6 On the Causes of 

SERMON of rounds of amusement, and after a long 
repetition of festal pleasures; when the 
spirits which had been forced up, as by 
softie intoxicating drug, to an unnatural 
height, subside into profound dejection* 
What increases the evil is, that it is not 
among the infirm, and the aged, but 
among the young, the gay, and the pro* 
. sperous, who ought to be reputed the hap- 
piest men, that this distaste of life most 
frequently prevails. 

When persons of this description, in 
their peevish and splenetic hours, exclaim. 
My soul is weary of my lifcy let them 
know, let them be assured, that this is 
no other than the judgment of God 
overtaking them for their vices and fol- 
lies. ' Their complaints of misery are en- 
titled to no compassion; nay, they are 
sinful, because they arise from a sinful 
cause ; from a mind broken and debased by 
luxury and corruption. They are the 
authors of their own misery, by having 
thrown away on the follies of the world 
those powers which God had bestowed 
on them for nobler ends. — Let them re- 
turn to the duties of mm and Christians, 

Let 
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Men^s being weary of Life. y 

Let them retreat from frivolity, and ab- sermon 
stain from excess. Let them study tem- 
perance, moderation, and self-command. 
By entering on a virtuous and manly 
course of action, and applying to the 
honourable discharge of the functions of 
thdr station, they will acquire different 
views. They will obtain more real enjoy- 
ment of life, and become more willing to 

prolong it; But, after the warnings 

which God has given them of their mis- 
behaviour by the inward misery they 
suffer, if they still continue to % run the . 
same intemperate round, and to drain 
pleasure to the last dregs, it shall come 
to pass, that they who now contemn life, 
and are impatient of its continuance, 
shall be the persons most eager to pro- 
long it. When they behold it in reality 
drawing towards a close, and are obliged 
to look forward to what is to come after 
it, they shall be rendered awfully sen* 
sible of its value. They will tlien grasp 
eagerly at the flyfafg hours; anxious to 
stop them if they could, and to employ 
every moment that remains in repairing 
their past errory, and in makipg tli«r 
B 4 Y^^<P> 
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t / . Oh tie Causes cf 

SERMON peace, if possible, vith Gdd and hcavtn, 
^^^^^^^ According as they baves&wfty they now 
reap. They are rcduqed t9 eat the fruit fif 
their own v>ays^ and t0 be filled %mtb their (m>n 
devices^ 

Thei^e remains still a third class of those 
who from discontent are become .weary 
y)f life; such as have embittered it to 
themselves by the> consciousness of cri* 
minal deeds. They have been, perhaps, 
unnatural to their parents, or tieache^ 
rous to their friends; they have vio*. 
Jated their fidelity; have ensnared and 
ruined the innocent; or have occasioned 
the death of others. There is no won* 
<ier that such persons should lose their 
relish for life. To whatever arts they 
'may have recourse for procuring a de^- 
ceitful peace, conscience will at times ex-?, 
crt its native power, and shake over them 
its terrific scourge. The internal misery 
they endure has sometimes arisen to such a 
height, as had made themt terminate, with 
their oWn hands, an existence which 
they felt to be insupportable.— To the 
complaints of such persons no remedy 

: - can 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Men's being ^meary of Life. 9 

can be furnished, except what arises from sermoit 
the bitterness of sincere and deep repent^ 
ance. We can do no more than exhort 
them to atone as much as is in their power 
for the evils they have committed j and 
to fly to /the divine mercy through Jesus 
Christ fof' pardon and forgiveness. Let 
us now, 

II. TuHN to persons of another de^ 
^cription, and consider the sentiment in the 
text as extorted by situations of distress. 
These are so variously multiplied in the 
world, and often so oppressive and heavy, 
that assuredly it is not uncommon tp heai^ 
the afflicted cpmplain that they are weary 
pf life. Their complaints, if not always 
allowable, yet certainly are more excusable 
than those which flow from the sources 
of dissatisfaction already mentioned. They 
are gufFcrers, not so much through their 
own misconduct, as through* the appoint-* 
mcnt of Providence \ and therefore c^ per. 
sons in this situation it may t^em more 
n«dful to offer consolation, than to give 
admonition. However, as the evils which 
prodijcip this impatience of life afe of differ, 

€nt 
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lo On the Causes of 

8ERM0N cnt sorts, a distinction must be made as te> 
the situations which can most excuse it. 

Sometimes, the exclamation in the 
text may be occasioned by deep and over- 
whelming grief. When they whom we 
had most affectionately loved, and in 
whom we had placed the felicity of our 
days, are taken away, our connection 
with life appears to be dissolved. " Why 
" should wc survive those to whom our 
*' souls were tied? Would to God we 
** had died before them ! Now when they 
" are gone, all pleasure and hope is gone 
'* as to us. 'to us tbe sun no longer shines 
•' with its usual brightness. No longer 
" cheerfulness invests the face of Nature. 
" On every object a sad gloom appears 
" to rest; and every employment of life 
" is become an oppressive burden." With 
the feelings of those who are thus dis- 
tressed we naturally sympathise. They 
are frequently the feelings of the most 
virtuous and amiable minds: And yet 
such persons must be told, that grief may 
be indulged so far as to become immo- 
derate an4 improper. There are bound? 

which 
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Mens heing njoeary of Life. 1 1 

which are prescribed to it both by reason sermon 
and by religion. A Christian ought not 
to mourn like those ns)ho have no hope. 
While he feels his sorrows as a man, he 
should also study to bear them like a 
man, with fortitude; and not abandon 
himself to feeble and fruitless melancholy. 
Let him have recourse to a strenuous dis- 
charge of the duties of his station, and 
consider it as incumbent on him to make 
the best improvement that he can of those 
comforts which Providence has still left in 
his possession. 

Again; it sometimes happens that, 
apart from grief, great reverses of world-* 
ly fortune give rise to the lamentation . 
in the text. This was the case with Job '^ 
himself. A sudden fall rfrom opulence 
into indigence and want ; some undeser- 
ved disgrace incurred, or some unexpect-^ 
ed cloud thrown over former reputation 
and fame; the unkindness and desertion 
of friends, or the insolent triumplx of 
enemies, are apt to overwhelm the minds 
of men with gloom, and to reduce them 
to be weary of life, To persons under 

such 
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J 2 On the Causes of 

SERMON such calamities, sympathy is due. That 
^* sympathy, however, will be proportioned 
to the degree., vX which we consider them 
as free from blame in the misfoitunes 
which they suffer. As far as, through 
their owni misconduct and vice, they 
have been the authors to themselves, of 
those misfortunes, we withdraw our pity. 
The burden vvhich they have brought 
on themselves, we leave them to bear 
as they can; and with little concern 
we heqr them, exclaim that their souh 
are weary of life,* * ■ - Not ,only so, but 
even in cases where calamities have fallen 
on the innocfint, to the pity which we 
feel for them will be jpined a secret con-^ 
tempt, if we perceive tliat together with 
their prosperity, their courage and for- 
titude have . also forsaken them^ To 
abandon themselves to dejection, carries 
no mark of a great or a worthy mind. 
Instead of declaring that his soul is li^ary 
0f his lifiy it becomes a brave and a good 
jnan, in the evil day, wrth firmness to 
maintain his post; to bear up against the 
storm 5 to have recourse to diose advan- 
tages which, in the worst of times, are 

always 
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Men^s heing weary Life. ^2; 

iltw^s left to integrity and virtue 5 and 9tAmM 
never to give up the hope that better days ^-p-v--> 
may yet arise. 

It is good for persons in such situations 
to remark that, though Job was for a 
long while severely tried by a variety of 
distresses, yet his condition was not left 
finally unhappy. On the contrary, the 
goodness of that Gkxl whom he had served 
returned at last to shine upon him with 
greater brightness than ever. His riches 
were restored to him twofold. The losses ' 
in his family were repaired by a new 
offspring. His name- became ag£n re- 
nowned in the east j and the latter end of 
Job^ we a^e told, was more blessed^ than the " 
beginning. 

•But still, it may be askedy wHl hot 
the continuance of long and* severe "dis- 
ease justify the exclamation in the text, 
^^ soul is ' weary of my life f To* persons 
w4io are forsaken by all the blessings ^ of ' 
health, and who have no prospect left, - 
bttt that of lingering under sickness or 
pain. Job's complaint may assuredly be 
forgiven more than, to any others. Though ' 
8 it 
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14 On the Causes of 

3ERMON it might be suggested to them, that even 
in (Jld age and sickness, except in very 
extreme cases some resources are always 
left, of which they may avail themselves 
for relief; yet it must be admitted, that 
lawfully they may wish their sufferings' 
to be brought to an end. Still, however, 
fhcy must remember, that resignation to 
the pleasure of Heaven continues to be 
their duty to the last. As long as any 
part remains to be acted, as long as their 
continuance in the world can serve any 
valuable purpose, it is more honourable to 
bear the load with magnanimity, than to 
give way to a querulous; and dejected spirits 
It remains, 

III. To address myself to another or- 
der of men, among whom, though more 
rarely than among those whom I have 
described, the sentiment of the text is to 
be found* They are persons who have 
no particular complaint to make of the 
injustice of the world, or the. afflictions 
of their state. But they are tired of the 
vanity of the world, of its insipid enjoy- 
ments, and its perpetually revolving circle. 

of 
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Mens being weary of Life. 15 

of trifles and follies. They feel them- sermom 
-selves made for something greater and 
noblen They are disgusted and hurt 
with the scenes of wickedness that arc 
often passing before their eyes. Their 
hearts are warmed with the thoughts of 
a purer and more perfect existence de* 
signed for man ; and in the moments of 
aspiration after it, the exclamation breaks 
forth. My soul is weary of my life. — Ob ! that 
I bad wings like a dove ! for then I wmld 
fly away and be at rest. Lo I then I would 
wander afar off^ and remain in the wilder ^^ 
nesss I would hasten my escape from the 
windy storm and tempest. For I have seen 
violence and strife in the city. Wickedness 
is in the midst thereof \ deceit and guile de» 
fart not from her streets^. In this view 
the sentiment in the text may sometime 
be that of a devout man. But such per- 
sons I must admonish, that their devotion, 
however sincere, is not altogether of a 
rational and chastened kind. It was from 
this temper that, in former ages of the 
church, the numerous race sprung of an* 

• Psalm Iv. /5— II. 

cliorets. 
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l6 On the Causes of' 

5ERM0N chorets, hermits, and all the Variotts 
orders who voluntarily abandoned' the 
World, to people the lonely desarts and 
the monastic retreat. The ordinary course 
'of things- seemed below them as candidates 
ibr heaven* The concerns of the world 
appeared unworthy of their attention, and 
dangerous to their virtue* Breathing aifter 
a higher state, they imagined that they 
tould not abstract themselves too much 
from, every earthly amusement, as long 
as they were forced * to remain in this place 
of exile. ,' 

Let us beware of all such imaginary 
refinements as produce a total disrelish 
of our present condition. They are, for 
the most part, grafted either on disap- 
pointed pursuits, or on a melancholy and 
splenetic cast of mind. They are far 
from contributing to happiness, and are 
inconsistent with all the active virtues of 
man. This life deserves not indeed to 
be put in competition with that blessed 
immortality to which God has raised our 
hopes. But sudi as it is, it is the gift 
of God. It is the sphere in which his 
wisdom has placed us, and appointed us 

to 
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Mens being weary of Life. \j 

to act our parts* As long as it lasts, we sermon 
must neither slight the duties >yhich it ^^ 
requires, nor undervalue the innocent 
enjoyments which it offers. It belongs 
to a man to live among men as his 
brethren; which he who declares himself 
weary of life is not qualified to do witli 
propriety* 

Thus I have placed before you, in 
various views, the sentiment in the text; 
and have shewn in what circumstances, 
and from what causes, that disrelish of 
life arises which is often found among 
mankind. On a review of the whole 
we cannot but acknowledge, that it is 
oftener to be ascribed to our own vices 
and follies, than to any other cause. 
Among the multitudes in the world, to 
whom at this day life is burdensome, the 
far greater number is of those who have 
rendered it so themselves • Their idle- 
ness, their luxury and pleasures, * their 
criminal deeds, their immoderate passions^ 
their timidity and baseness of mind, have 
dejected them in such a degree^ as to 

Vol. IV. C make 
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SERMON make th^m weary 'of . their . (existence. 
l^^^^ Preyed upon by discontent of their own 
creating, they complain of life wl>cn they 
ought to reprehend themselves. 

Various afflictions there ^ doubtless arc 
in the world ; many persons with whom 
we have cause to sympathise, and whom 
we might reasonably forgive for wish- 
ing death to close their sorrows. But of 
the evils which imbitter life, it must be 
admitted, that • the greater part is such as 
we have brought* on -ourselves ; .or at least 
such as, if we w?re not wanting to our- 
selves, might be tolerably supported. 
When we compute the numbers x)f those 
who are disposed to say, My soul is weary 
of my life^ some there are to whom this 
sentiment 13 excusabk ; but many more 
among whom it is in no way justifiable. 
I admit that among the worthiest and the 
best, there may be dark moments iti which 
some feeling of this nature may be apt to 
intrude upon their minds^. But with them 
they .are only moments of occasional and 
passing gloom. They soon recal the vigour 
of their minds .3 and return' with satisfac- 
tion 
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tidn to the discharge of the duties, and to a sermoii 
participation of thfe etijoyments- of life. 

One great cause of men's becoming 
Weary of life is grouhded on the mis- 
taken views of it which they have formed, 
and the false hopes which they have en- 
tertained from it* They have expected a 
scene of enjoyment j and when they meet 
with disappointments and distresses, they 
complain of life as if it had cheated and 
betrayed them. God ordained no such 
possession for man on earth as continued 
pleasure. For the wisest purposes he de- 
signed our state to be checquered with 
pleasure and pain. As such let us receive 
it, and make the best of what is doomed 
to be our lot. Let us remain persuaded, 
that simple and moderate pleasures arc 
always the best 3 that virtue and a good 
conscience are the surest foundations of 
enjoyment 5 that he who serves his God 
and his Saviour with the purest' inten- 
tions, and governs his passions with the 
greatest care, is likely to lead the happiest 
life. Following these jprinciples, we shall 
meet with fewer occasions of being weary 

C 2 of 
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SERMON of life 3 we . shall always find some satis- 
..J^,^^ factions mixed with its cfosses ; and shall 
be enabled to wait with a humble and 
contented mind till the Almighty, in his 
appointed time, finish our state of trial, 
and remove us to a more blessed abode* 
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8E|lMON 11. 

On Charity as the End of the 

Commandment. 



I Timothy, i. 5. 

Now the end of the commandment is charity^ 
out of a pure hearty and of a good con-- 
science^ and of faith unfeigned. 

IT appears .from this chapter that one sermon 
design of the^ Apostle, in writing to 
Timothy, was to guard him against cer- 
tsdn corrupters of Christian doctrine, who 
had already arisen in the church. To 
dieir false representations of religion he 
opposes that general view of it which is 
given in the text. Such summaries of 
religion frequently occur in the sacred 
writings; and are extremely useful. By 
C3 the 
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SERMON the comprehensive energy with which they 
^^* ^ express the great lines of our duty, they 
both imprint them on our memoiy, and 
bring them home to our conscience with 
force. In the progress of this discourse, 
I hope to make it appear, that the words 
of the text afford a most enlarged and 
instructive view of religion in all its chief 
parts. 

The Apostle pronounces charity to be 
the end or scope of the commandment^ that 
is, of the la.w of God, At the same time, 
in order to prevent mistakes on this most 
important subject, he subjoins to charity 
certain adjuncts, as necessary to qualify 
it, and to* render the CJhiristian character 
complete. These are the pure hearty the 
good conscience^ and faith unfeigned. Xp. 
*' treating of these, I shall shew the nature 
of their connexion with charity, and the 
importance of their being always united 
with it. 

- l!he end of the commandment is charity. 
Charity is the same with benevolence or 
love^ and is the term uniformly em- 
ployed, in the New Testament, to denote 
all the good affections which we ought 

to 
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to bfear^ towards one another. It consists sermon 
not in speculative ideas of general bene- ,!/l. 
volence floating in the head^ and leaving 
the heart, as speculations too often do, 
untouched and cold. Neither is it con- 
fined to that indolent good-nature, which* 
makes us rest satisfied with being free 
from inveterate malice, or ill-will to our 
fellow-creatures, without prompting us 
to be of service to any. True charity- 
is an active principle. It is not properly 
a single virtue j but a disposition resi- 
ding in the he^rt, as a fountain whence 
all the virtues^ of benignity, candour, for- 
bearance, generosity, compassion, and li- 
berality flow, as so many native streams. 
From general good- will to all, it extends 
its influence particularly to those with 
whom we 'stand in nearest connection, 
and who ^rt directly within • the 'sphere 
of our good offices. From the country 
or community to < which we belong, it 
descends to the smaller associations of 
neighbourhood, relations, and friends ; 
and spreads itself over the whole circle 
of social and domestic life. " I mean not 
that it imports a promiscuous undistin- 
C 4 giiishing 
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sERMOM guishing affection, which gives every 
^^^Jl^;^^ man an equal title to our love. Cha- 
rity, if we should endeavour to carry it 
so far, would be rendered an impracti- 
cable virtue^ and would resolve itself 
♦ into mere words, without affecting the 
heart. True charity attempts not to shut 
our eyes to the distinction between good 
and bad men ; nor to warm our hearts 
equally to those who befriend and those 
who injure us. It reserves our esteem 
for good men, and our complacency for 
our friends. Towards our enemies it 
inspires forgiveness and humanity. It 
breathes universal candour, and Uberality 
of sentiment. It forms gentleness of 
temper, and dictates affability of man- 
ners. It prompts corresponding sympa- 
thies with them who rejoice and them 
who weep. It teaches us to slight and 
despise no man. Charity is the com- 
forter of the afflicted, the protector of 
the oppressed, the reconciler of differences, 
the intercessor for offenders. It is faith- 
fulness in the friend, public spirit in the 
magistrate, equity and patience in the 
Judge, moderation in the sovereign, and 

loyalty 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tf the Commandment. 25 

loyalty in the subject. In parents it is sermon 
care and attention ; in children it is re- ^ J[[^ 
verence and submission. In a word, it 
is the soul of social, life. It is the sun 
that enlivens and cheers the abodes of 
men. .It is like the dew of Hermon^ says% 
the Psalmist, and the dew that descendetb 
en the mountains of Zion^ where the Lord 
commanded the blessings even life for ever^ 
more *. 

Such charity, says the text, is the end 

of the commandment. This assertion of the 

Apostle is undoubtedly consonant to all 

that reason can suggest on the subject of 

religion. For on considering the nature 

of the Supreme Being, reason gives us 

much ground to believe, that the chief 

design of all the commandments which 

he has given to men, is to promote their 

happiness. Independent and self- sufficient^ 

that Supreme Being has nothing to exact 

from us for his own interest or felicity. . 

By our services he cannot be benefited, 

nor^ by our offences injured. When he 

created the world, it was benevolence that 

♦ Pfal. cxx3;iii. 3. 

moved 
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sERMoif moved him to ' confer existftnee. When 
^^* he maiie himself known to his creatures, 
benevolence ih^ like manner moved him 
to give them -laws for their conduct. 
Benevolence is* the spring of legislation 
in the Deity, . as much as it was the 
motive of ci^eation. He issued his com- 
mands oft earth on purpose that, by obe- 
dience to th^i, his * creatures might be 
rendered happy among themselves in this 
life, and be • prepared for greater happiness 
in another* Charity, especially when 
joined with purity, good conscience, and 
faith, is obviously the great instrument for 
this purpose ; and therefore must needs 
possess the chier and primary place in the 
laws of God. ' 

Accordingly, throughout the New 
Testament, it is uniformly presented to us 
in the same light in which it is placed by 
the text. This is known to all who have 
any acquaintance with the sacred books. 
Charity is termed the fulfilling of the law^ 
and the bond of perfectness. It was assum- 
cd by our Blessed Lord as the character- 
istical distinction of his disciples ^ and 
in that niagnifjcent eulogium which the 

apostla 
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apostle "Paul pronounces upon it, iri l!he sKRMoif 
thirtee»tli /chapter of the first epistle tpt> 
the Carinthians^ it iis, expressly preferred by 
Jhim to faith and, bppe. This deserves to 
be sericrudy considered by those who are 
apt to undervalue charity as an appen-^ 
dage of what they contemptuously call 
Morality; while they confine true rcli^ 
gion to some favourite tenets and obser* 
vances of their own, which they con^ 
«ider as: comprehending the sum of what 
ia acceptable to God. Such persons shew 
thcmselvea profoundly ignorant of the 
nature of religion, and may too often be 
suspected of being strangers to its influence* 
For, as the apostle John reasons. He that 
loveth Mot his brother whom he bath seen^ 
bow can he love that God whom be hath 
not seen *? 

x^T the same time, while I ascribe to 
charity that high place in the system of re- 
ligion, which justly belongs to it, I am not 
to be understood as confining all religion 
to this disposition alone. With much 

♦ I John, IT. 10, 

wisdom 
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SERMON wisdom and propriety, the text hath an- 
iL J ^^^^ ^^ ^^ certain adjuncts, without 
which neither the character of a good 
man can be completed, nor charity it- 
self exercised to advantage. To the con- 
sideration of these I now proceed ; and 
I enter the more readily on this branch 
of the subject, as there is ground to be- 
lieve, that many pretend to possess cha- 
rity, without properly understanding its 
nature and efficacy. There has been al- 
ways an unhappy tendency among men 
to run to extremes, on one side or other, 
in matters of religion. As one set of, 
men, who employ all their zeal on right 
belief, are prone to undervalue good 
practice ; so another set, who wish to be 
esteemed rational Christians, are inclined 
to rest the whole of their duty on chari- 
table deeds, while they overlook certain 
dispositions and habits which ought always 
to accompany tjiem. It is therefore of 
importance that the mistakes of both these ' 
classes of men should be rectified, in order 
that religion may be held forth to the world 
in its complete form, and iij its full and 
imdiminished lustre. 

The 
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The first qualification of charity point- sermon 
cd out in the text is purity ; charity out "* 
of a pure heart. Purity includes the 
virtues which belong to the individual, 
considered in himself, and with respect 
to the government of his desires and 
pleasures. It hath its seat in the heart ; 
but extends its influence over so much 
of the outward conduct, as to form . a 
great and material part of the character. 
They arc only the pure in hearty we arc 
told by our Saviour, who can see God*. 
It is also true, that they ai'c only the pure 
in heart who can properly discharge their 
duties towards mankind. Inordinate love 
of pleasure, intemperance, sensuality, and 
a course of irregular life, are inconsistent, 
not only with the general character of a 
good man, but also with the peculiar 
exercises of charity and benevolence. For 
nothing is more certain than that habits 
of licentious indulgence contribute to 
stifle all the good >afFectiom s to hardeq 
the heart ; to nourish that selfish attach- 
ment to our own vicious pleasures which 

• Mattk, T. 8. 

renders 
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SERMON renders us insensible to the circittnsftailces 
^• . _^ and wants of others. A profligate 
man is seldom found to' be a good hus^ 
band, a good father, or a beneficent 
neighbour* How many yor.ng persons'' 
have at first iset out in the world with 
excellent dispositions of heart 5 geiieibus, 
charitable, and humane ; kind to their 
friends, and aimable among all with 
whom they had intercourse? Aiid yet 
how often have we seert all tHose .fair 
appearances unhappily blasted in the pro- 
gress of life, merely through the influ- 
ence of loose and corrupting pleasures -, 
and those very persons who promised 
once to be the blessings to the world, sunk' 
down in the end, to be the burden and 
nuisance of society ! The profusion of 
expence which their pleasures ocfcasion, 
accounts in a great measure for the fatal 
reverse tliat takes place' in their charac- 
ter. It not only draiiis ^th'e sources 
whence the streams of/beneficeiiccf should 
flow, but often obliges thetti to become 
oppressive and cruel to those whbtn it was 
their duty to have patronised and sup- 
ported. 

— Purity 
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Purity of hfeakt -and conduct must there- sermom 
fore be held fundamental to charity and 
love, as well as to general piety and vir-* 
tue. The licentious, I know, are ready 
to imagine, that their occasional deed* 
of bounty 4nd liberality will atone for 
many of : their private dis6rders. But, 
besides that such plans of •compensation 
for vices, by some supposed virtues, are 
always fallacious, the licentious may be 
assured-, that it is an appearance only of 
charity, not the reality of it, to wliich 
they can lay claim. For that great vir-' 
tiie consists not in occasional actions of 
humanity, in fits of kindness or compas- 
sion, to which bad men may be prompted 
by natural mstinct ; but in the steady and 
re^ular^ exercise of those good affections, 
atid the discharge of those important du- 
ties towards others, for which the licen- 
tious are in a great measure dibqualified. 
Their' criminal propensities direct their 
inclinations lo very different objects and 
pursuits; and often determine them to 
sacrifice the just rights of others, some- 
times to sacrifice the peace and the re- 
putation of the innocent, to the gratifi-' 
j^ ' cation 
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SERMON cation of their passions. Such is the per- 
^'' nicious influejice which the love of plea- 
sure has on the good qualities of its de- 
voted votaries^ The impure heart is like 
the stagnant and putrifying lake, which 
sends forth its poisonous exhalations to 
cormpt and wither every plant tliat grows 
on its banks. 

The second qualification ^inexed to 
charity in the text is, that it be ^ dr 
good conscience. By this I understand the 
Apostle to mean, that charity be in full 
consistency with justice and integrity ; 
that the conscience of the man, who pur- 
poses to perform actions of benevolence, 
be free from the reproach of having ne- 
glected the primary duties of equity. 
For, undoubtedly, justice is a virtue pri- 
mary to chai-ity; that is, it must go be- 
fore it in all its exertions. One must first 
do justly before he can pretend that he 
loves mercy. — Religion, my friends, in or- 
der to render it useful to mankind, must 
be brought down by its teachers from the 
sublimity of speculation to the functions 
and occupations of ordinary life. It is 
i-f- my 
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my duty to admonish you, that you must, sermon 
in the first place, be fair in all your deal- 
ings with others 3 you must discharge the 
debts you owe 5 you must pay the wages 
due to your servants and dependents 5 you 
must provide for your own family, and be 
just to the claims of relations ; then, and 
then only, you can, from a good conscienccy 
as the text enjoins, perform acts of genero- 
sity and mercy. 

This leads to a reflection which here 
deserves our attention 5 that in order to 
fulfil that charity which is the end of the 
commandment^ ceconomy, and good order 
in private life, ought to be carefully studied 
by all Christians. This is more closely 
connected with a good conscience^ than 
many seem inclined to admit. Oeco- 
nomy, when prudently and temperately 
conducted, is the safeguard of many 
virtues ; and is in a particular manner 
favourable to the exertions of benevo-* 
lence. He who by inconsiderate con- 
duct is injuring his circumstances, will 
probably in time lose the inclination, ajnd 
certainly is depriving himself of the means, 
of being serviceable to his brethren. Some 
.'Vol. IV, D important 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J4 ^^ Charity as the End 

SERMON important exertions^ indeed, there are of 
^^J^Jj,,^^^ charity, which have no connection with 
giving or bestowing^ Candour^ forgive- 
toessj gentleness, and sympathy,, arc due to. 
our brethren at all times,, and in every situ- 
ation of our own fortune* The poor have 
opportunities for displaying these virtues^ a^ 
well as the rich. They who have nothing 
to give can often atFord relief to others,, 
by imparting what they feel. But, as fer 
as beneficence is included in charity, we 
ought always to remember, that justice 
must, in the first place, be held inviolably 
sacred* 

The wisdom of Scripture remarkably 
appears, in the connection pointed out by 
the text between charity and good conscience y 
or integrity j a connection which I appre- 
hend is often not attended to so much 
as it deserves. Among the frugal and in- 
dustrious, great regard is commonly paid 
to justice* They will not defraud. They 
ivill not take any unlawful advantage 
in their dealings: And, satisfied with this 
3egree of g$od conscience, they arc stran- 
gers to that charity which is the en^ 
of the ccminandment. -Ti^ ^are hard and 

unfeeling* 
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tlnfeeling. They are rigid and severe in sermon 
their . (demands. . They know nothing of 
humanity, forgiveness or compassion. — 
Among another class of men, who have 
been more liberally educated, and who are 
generally of. a higher rank in life, jus- 
tice is apt to be considered as a virtue less 
noble than charity ; and which may, on 
some occasions^ be dispensed with* They 
are humane, perhaps, and tender in their 
feelings. They are easy to their depend- 
ents. They can be liberal^ even to pro- 
fusion; While, at the same time, they 
arc accumulating debts, which they know 
themselves unable to discharge. Their 
affairs are allowed to run into confusion. 
Oeconomy and good order are neglected* 
The innocent, in great numbers, suffer 
materially through their mismanagement : 
And all the while they assume to them- 
selves the praise of being generous and 
good-hearted men* This surely is not that 
cbaritf which the Gospel enjoins ; and 
which, in its very essence, involves good 
conscience and integrity. He^ who pre- 
tends to do good to his brethren without 
first dQing them justice, cannot be account- 

D 2 ^ cd 
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SERMON ed their real friend- True charity is not 
"' a meteor, which occasionally glares y but a 
luminary, which, in its prdefly and regular 
course, dispenses a benignant influence. 

The third and last adjunct connected in 
the text with* chaiity is, that it be of faith 
unfeigned. Faith, in the Scripture sense of 
it, includes the whole of religious principles 
respecting God, and respecting Christ. 
Good principles, without good practice, I 
confess, are nothing ; they are of no avail 
in the sight of God, nor in the estimation 
of wise men. But practice not founded 
on principle, is likely to be always unstable ^ 
and waverings and, therefore, the faith of 
religious principles enters, for a very con- 
siderable share, into the proper discharge 
of the duties of charity. 

It will be admitted that, without faith, 
our duties towards God cannot be prd- 
perly performed. ^ You may be assured 
that your duties towards men will always 
greatly suffer from the want of it. Faith, 
when pure and genuine, supplies to every 
part of virtue, and in particular to the vir- 
tue of charity, many motives and assistances, 

of 
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t)f which the unbeliever is destitute. He. sermon 
who acts from faith, acts upon the high "* 
principle of regard to the God who hath 
made him, and to the Saviour who re- 
deems him; which will often stimulate 
him to his duty, when other principles of 
benevolence become faint and languid, or 
are crossed by opposite interests. When he 
considers himself as pursuing the approba- 
tion of that divine Being, from whom Ipve 
descends, a sacred enthusiasm both prompts 
and consecrates his charitable dispositions. 
Regai'dless of men, or of human recom- 
pence, he is carried along by a higher im- 
pulse. He acts with the spirit of a follower 
of the Son of God, who not only has 
^joined love, but has enforced it by the 
example of laying down his life for man- 
kind. Whatever he does in behalf of his 
fellow-creatures, he considers himself as do- 
ing, in some degree, to that divine Person, 
who hath said. Inasmuch as ye ha*oe done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren^ ye 
have done it unto me*. Hence charity is 
with him not only a moral virtue, but a 

♦ Matth..xxv.40« 

P 3 Christian 
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SERMON Christian grace. It acquires additional digx 
^y^. nity and energy from being connected witl\ 
the heavenly state and the heavenly inha- 
bitants. He mingles with beings of a higher 
order, while he is discharging his duty to his 
fellow-creatures pn earthy ind, by joining 
faith and piety to good Works, he completes 
the character of a Christian. 

Thus I have endeavoured to explain 
the full sense of that comprehensive view 
pf religion which is given in the text. I 
have shewn in what respects charity ^ joined 
with the pure hearty the good constiencey and 
faith unfeigned^ forms the end of the com* 
mandment. Let us ever keep in view those 
essential parts of a virtuous character, and 
preserve them in their proper union. Thus 
shall our religion rise into a regular and 
well proportioned edifice, where each part 
gives firmness and support to another. If 
any one of those material parts be wanting 
in the structure ; if, out of our system of 
pharity, either purity, or justice, or faith, be 
Jeft, there will be cracks and flaws in the 
building which prepare its ruin. 

This is indeed one of the greatest and 
^pst frequent errours of |i\en, in their moral 

7 conduct. 
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conduct. They take hold of virtue by sermon 
pieces and corners only. Few are so de- ^^' 
praved as to be without all sense of duty, 
and all regard to it To some moral qua- 
lities, which appear to them amiable or 
estin^able, almost all men lay claim; aijid 
on these they rest their worth, in their own 
estimation.. But these scattered pieces of 
virtue, not uniting into one whole, nor 
forming a consistent character, have no 
powerful influence on their general habits 
of life. From various unguarded quarters 
they lie open to temptation. Their lives 
are full of contradiction, and perpetually 
fluctuate between good and evil. Virtue 
can Dieilher rise to its native dignity, nor 
attain its proper rewards, until all its chief 
parts be joined together in our character, 
and exert an equal authority in regulating 
cttir conduct. 



D 
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SERMON III. 

On our Lives being in the Hand of 
God. 

[Preachqd at the Beginning of a New Year *.] 



Psalm xxxi. 15. 

My times are in thy Hand. 

SERMON np HE sun that rolls over our heads, 

HI. I 

A the food that* we receive, the rest 
that we enjoy, daily admonish us of a 
superiour power, on whom the inhabitants 
of the earth depend for light, life, and 
subsistence. But as long as all things 
proceed in their ordinary course 3 when 
day returns after day with perfect simi- 

♦ January 6th, lypj, 

larity j 
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krity ; when our life seems stationary, sermon 
and nothing occurs to warn us of any '" 
approaching change, the religious senti- 
ments of dependence are apt to be for- 
gotten. The great revolutions of time, 
when they come round in their stated 
order^. have a tendency to force some im- 
pressions of piety even on the most un- 
thinking minds^ They both mark our 
existence on earth to be advancing to- 
wards its close, and exhibit our condition 
zs continually changing; while each re- 
iiurning yeai* brings along with it new 
events,* and at the same time carries us 
forwards to the conclusion of all. We 
cannot, on such occasions, avoid perceiv- 
ing, thiat their is a Supreme Being, who 
holds in his hands the line of our existence, 
and measures out to each of us our al- 
lotted portion of that line. Beyond a cer- 
tain limit, we know that it cannot be ex^ 
tended ; and long before it reach that limit, 
it may be cut asunder by an invisible hand, 
which is stretched forth over all the in- 
habitants of the world. Then naturally, 
arises the ejaculation of the text, My times, 
Q Cod, are in thy band^ " My fate de- 

** pends 
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SERMON " pends on thee. Tke duration of my 
^^l^ '* life, and all the events which in fu-? 
'^ ture days are to fiU it, are entir^y at 
*^ thy disposal." — Let us now, when we 
have just seen one year close, and another 
begin, meditate seriously on this senti- 
ment. Let us consider what is implied 
in our times being in the hand of God} 
and to what improvement this meditatiom 
leads. 

The text evidently implies^ first;, Aat 
our times are not in our oy/n hand ; that, 
as our continuance in life depends not 
on ourselves, so the events which ar^ 
to happen while life remains, are un- 
known to us, and not under our own 
direction. Of this we may behold 
many a proof when we look back on the 
transactions of the year which is just 
finished. RecpUection will readily present 
to us a busy period, filled up with a 
mixture of business and amusement,' of 
anxieties and cares, of joys and sorrows. 
We have talked, perhaps, and acted much, 
We have £3rmed many a plan ; in pub- 
lic or in private life, we have been en^r 
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jgagfid in a variety of pursuits, het me sermon 
now ask, how small a proportion of all 
that has happened could have been fore- 
seen, or foretold by us ? How many 
things have occurred, of which we had 
no expectatifori ; some, perhaps, that have 
succeeded beyond our hopes ; many, also^ 
that have befallen us contrary to our 
wish ? How often were each of us ad* 
monished that there are secret wheels, 
which, uiiSeQn by us, bring about the re- 
volutions of human alfairs ^ and that, while 
man was devising his way. Providence was 
directing the event? 

That scene is now closed. The tale of 
that year has been told. We look for- 
ward to the year which is beginning 1 
and what do we behold there ?— All, my 
brethren, is a blank to our view : A dark 
unknown presents itself. We are enter- 
ing on an untried, undiscovered coun- 
try, where, as each "Succeeding month 
comes forward, new scenes may open 5 
new objects may engage our attention ; 
changes at home or abroad, in public or 
jn private affairs, may alter the whole 
fiitatf of our fortune. New connections 

may 
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SERMON may be at . hand to be formed, or old 
"^ ^ ones just about to be dissolved ^ perhaps, 
we may have little more to do with this 
world, or with any of its connections; 
we may be standing on the verge of time 
and life, and on the point of passing 
into a new region of existence. In short 
the prospect before us is full of awful 
uncertainty; Life and death, prosperity 
and adversity, health and sickness,- joy 
and trouble, lie in one undistinguishablc 
mass, where our eye can descry nothing 
^ through the obscurity that, wraps them 
up. 

While it is .thus certain that our times 
are not at our . own disposal, we are. 
taught by the text, that they are in the 
hand ef God. This may be considered 
in ' two views. Our times are in the hand 
of God, as a supreme Disposer of events. 
They are in the hand of God, as a Guar- 
dian and a Father, 

Our times y I say, are in the hand of 
God as a supreme irresistible Ruler. All 
that is to happen to us in this and the 
succeeding years of our life, — if any sue-. 

' ceeding 
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ceeding years we shall be allowed to see,— sermon 
has been foreknown and arranged by 
God. The first view under which hu- 
man affairs present themselves to us, is 
that of confused and irregular succession* 
The events of the world seem thrown, 
together by chance, like the billows of 
the sea, tumbling and tossing over each 
other, without rule or order. All that 
is apparent to us, is the fluctuation of 
human caprice, dnd the operation of 
human passions. We see the strife of 
ambition, and the efforts of stratagem; 
labouring to accomplish their several pur- 
poses among the societies of men. * But 
it is no more than the surface, the out- 
side of things that we behold. Higher 
counsels, than it is in our power to trac^, 
are concernejl in the transactions of the 
world. If we believe in God at all, as 
the Governor of the universe, we must 
believe that, without his providence, no- 
thing ha '^ penis on earth. He over-rules, 
at his pleasure, the passions of men. He 
bends all their designs into subserviency 
to his decree. He makes the wrath of man 
to praise him ; and restrains^ in what mea- 
9 sure 
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SERMON -sure he thinks fit, the remainder of wrath * i 
^"* ^He brings forth in their course all the 
generations of men. When the time is 
*com^ for their entering into light, they 
appear on the stagey and when the time^ 
fixed for their dismission arrives, he 
changes their countenance ^ and sends them 
away* The time of our appearing is now 
' come, after our ancestors had left their 
place, and gone down to the dust. We 
are at present permitted to act our part 
freely and without constraint. No vio- 
lence is done to our inclination or choice* 
But assuredly there is not a day of our life, 
nor an event in that day, but was foreseen 
by God. That succession of occurrences^ 
which to us is full of obscurity and dark- 
ness is all light and order in his view. He 
sees, from the beginning to the end 3 and 
brings forward every thing that happens 
in its due time and place. 

Our times are altogether in bis band* 
Let us take notice, that they are not in 
the hands either of our enemies, or of* 
our friends. It is not in the power of 

* Pfalm kxvi. lo. 

man 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



in tift. Hand of God. 47 

man to shorten or to prolong our life, sermon 
more or less than God has decreed. 
Enemies may employ craft or violence 
in their attacks ; friends may employ 
skill and vigilance for the preserv- 
ation of our health and safety ; but 
both the one and the other can have 
effect only as far as Gpd permits. They 
work in subserviency to his purpose. By 
him they are held in invisible bonds. 
To the exertions of all human agents 
he says. Hitherto shalt thou come^ and n$ 
farther* 

We are to observe next, that our times 
are in the hand of God^ not only as an 
almighty Disposer, but as a merciful 
Guardian and Father. We are by no 
means to imagine, that from race to race 
and from year to year, God sports with 
the lives of succeeding generations of 
men, or in the mere wantonness of ar- 
bitrary power, brings them forth, and 
sends them away. No j if we have any 
confidence in what either the light of 
Nature suggests to all men, or what the 
revelation of the Gospel has confirmed to 

Christians, 
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SERMON Christians, we have full ground to be- 
v-^A^ lieve that the administration of human 
affairs is conducted with infinite wisdom 
and goodness. The counsels of the Al- 
mighty are indeed too deep for our li- 
mited understandings to trace. His path 
may often, as to us, .be in the sea^ and 
his footsteps in the mighty waters ; while, 
nevertheless all his paths are mercy and 
truth. He who, from the benignity of 
his nature, erected this world for the 
abode of men ; He who furnished it so 
richly for our accommodation, and stored 
it with so much beauty for our enter- 
tainment ; He who, since first we en- 
tered into life, hath followed us with such 
a variety of mercies, surely can have no 
pleasure in our disappointment and dis- 
tress. . He knows our frame ; He remem- 
bers we are dast i and looks to frail man, 
we are assured, with such pity as a father 
beareth to his children^. To him we may 
safely commit ourselves, and all our con- 
cerns, as to one who is best qualified, 
both to direct the incidents proper to 

* Kalm ciii, 13, 14, 

happen 
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happen to us in this world, and to judge sermon 
of the time when it is fit for us to be re- , ^^^ 
moved from it. 

Even that ignorance of our future 
destiny in life, of which we sometimes 
complain, is a signal proof of his good- 
ness. He hides from us the view of fu- 
turity, because the view would be dan- 
gerous and overpowering- It would ei- 
ther dispirit us with visions of terror, or 
intoxicate us by the disclosure of success^ 
The veil which covers from our sight 
the events of this and of succe^ing years, 
is a veil woven by the hand of mercy ^ 
Our times are in his hand; and we have 
reason to be glad that in his hand they 
are kept, shut out from our view. Sub- 
mit to his pleasure as an almighty Ruler 
we must, because we cannot resist him. 
Equal reason there is for trusting in him 
as a Guiatrdian, under whose disposal wc 
are safe. 

Suctt is the iriiport of the text, that 
pur times are in the hand cf Gini. Our 
times are unknown to us, and not under 
our own direction. They arc in tlie 

Vol. IV^ E hands 
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SERMOH hands of God as^ t Governor and^ Rukr ; 
J^[l_, in tiic hands of God as a Guardian and 
Father. These separate views of the text 
require on our part, separate improve- 
ments. 

Seeikg our times are not in our owri 
liand, scekfig futurity is unknown to us, 
let us, first, check* the Vain curiosity of 
penetrating into what is to come. Conjec- 
ture about futurity we often must^ but 
upcji all conjectures of what this year is 
to produce, let us lay a proper restraint, 
^et us wait till God shall bring forward 
events in their proper course, without 
wishing to discover what he has conceal- 
ed ; lest, if the discovery were, granted, we 
should see many things which wtf would 
wish not to have seen. 

The most common propensity of man* 
kind is to store futurity with what- 
ever is agreeable to them; especially in 
those periods of life when imagination ii 
lively, and hope is ardent. Looking for- 
ward to the year now beginning, they 
are ready to promise themselves much 
from th* foundations of prosperity which 
' ' - • ^ they 
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they. have laid j from the friendships and sermom 
connections which they have secured ; ^.JSJJ^ 
from the plans of conduct which they have 
formed* Alas ! how deceitful do all these 
dreams of happiness often prove I While 
many are saying in secret to their hearts, ' 
^o^morrow shall be as this ^y and more 
sbundantlf^ we are obliged in return to say 
to them, Boast not thyself of to-mortrow^ for 
thou knowest not what a day may bring 
forth. I do not mean that in thfe un- 
known prospect which lies before us, we 
should forbode to ourselves nothing but 
misfortunes,— May it be the pleasure of 
Heaven that this year run wx in «i placid 
and tranquil tjenor to ijs all!— Ktit this 
I say, that in such fonsight of futurity 
as we are allowed to take, >we ,may rec- 
kon upon it as certain, that this year 
shall prove to us, as many past have 
proved^ ^ checquered scene of some com- 
forts and some troubles. In what pro* 
portion one or other of these shall prevail 
in it ; whether^ . when it ends, it shall 
leave with us t^ie jpiemory of joys or of 
,^rj:pws, is to be determined by him in 
..whose \^sxt% ,pur times are. Our wis- 

Ea ' dom 
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SERMON doni is to be prepared for whatever the 
^'** year is to brings prepared to receive 
comforts with thankfulnesSj troubles with 
fortitude ; and to improve both fof the 
great pui'poses of virtue and eternal lifc^ 

Another important instruction which 
naturally arises from our times not be- 
ing in our own hands is, that we ought 
no longer to trifle with what it is not in 
our power to prolong : but that we should 
make haste to live as wise men; not de- 
laying till to-morrow what may be done 
to*day ; doing now with all cur might 
tvhatever our hand Jindeth to do ; before that 
night cometh wherein no man can work. 

Amidst the uncertainty of the events 
which are' before us» there is one thing 
we have too much reason to believe, 
namely, that of us who are now assem- 
bled in this congregation, and who have 
seen the year begin; there are some who 
shall not survive to see it dose. Whe* 
ther it shall be you^ dr you, or I, who 
shall be gathered to our fathers before 
the revolving year has finished its rourld„ 
God alojie kndw«, Ouf times are in his 

9 \ band t 
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hand! — But to our place, it is more than sermon 
probable that some of us shall have gone. "^' 
Could we foretel the month, or the day, 
on which our change was to happen, how 
diligent would we be in setting our house in 
order, and preparing ourselves to appear 
before our Maker? Surely, that ought to 
be prepared for with most care, concerning 
which, we are ignorant how soon it is to take 
place. Let. us therefore walk circumspectly^ 
ai>d redeem the time. Let us dismiss those 
trivial and superfluous cares which burden 
or corrupt our life, in order to attend to 
what is of highest importance to us as men 
and Christians. The beginning of each, 
year should carry to us all a solemn admo- 
nition of our folly in neglecting to improve 
suitably the years that are past. It should 
call up mispent time into our view; and 
be like the hand coming forth upon the wall, 
in the days of Belshazzar, and writing in 
legible characters over against us, '' C) man ! 
" thy days are numbered 3 thou art weighed 
*^ in the balance, and found wanting ; take^ 
*^ care lest thy kingdom be on tlie point of 
*^ departing from thee/' 

; E 3 When 
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SERMo.v When we consider, in the next place, 
that our times, as I before illustrated, arerr 
in the hand of God as a sovereign Disposer, 
it is an obvious inference from this truth, 
that we should prepare ourselves td submit 
patiently to his pleasure, both as to the 
events which are to fill up our days, and as- 
tb the time of our continuing in this world.' 
To contend with him we know to ber fruit- 
less. The word that is gonie out of his 
mouth must stand. In the path which he 
has marked out for us; whether it be short 
or long, rugged or smooth, we must walk. 
Is it not then the dictate ofwisdom, that we^ 
should previously reconcile ourselves to tliis 
sovereign ordination, and bring our minds* 
to harmonize with what is* appointed to be 
our destiny ? Let us mortify this temper, by 
recalling that reflection of the wise man i 
ni^iho knoweth what is good for man in this life i 
all the days of his vain life which he spendeth A 
a shadow * ? 

To enjoy long life, snd see many days, 
is the universial wish; and, as the \Vish 
is prompted by nature, it cannot be iii 
itself unlawful. At the same timei several' 

• Eccles. VI. 12, 

circum- 
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circumsta^ices concur to temper the eager- sermon 
IIC5S of this wish; and to shew us that ^ i'^ . ^^ 
it should always be formed under due 
submission to the wiser judgment of 
Heaven. Who among us can tell whether, 
in wishing for the continuance of mafty. 
years on earth, we may not be only wishing 
for a prolongation of distress and misery?— 
You might live, my friends, till you had 
undergone lingering rounds of severe pain^ 
from which death would have proved a sea- 
sonable deliverance. You might live till 
your breasts were pierced with many a 
wound from public calamities or private 
sorrows. You might live till you beheld the 
death of all whom you had loved ; till you 
survived all those who love you; till you 
were left as desolate strangers on earth in 
the midst of a new race, who neither knew 
you, nor cared for you, but who wished you 
off the stage.— ^Of a nature so ambiguous are 
all the prospects which life sets before us, 
that in every wish we fwm relating to 
them,* much reason we have to be satisfied 
that our times are in the hands of God, 
rather than our own. 

E 4 Thi 
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SERMON This consideration is greatly strength- 
J^^ ened, when, in the last place, we think of 
God acting, not as a Sovereign only, but 
as a guardian, in the disposal of our times. 
This is our great consolation in looking 
forward to futUrity. To God as a wise 
Ruler, calm submission is due; but it is 
more than submission that belongs to him 
as a merciful father ^ it is the spirit of cor* 
dial and affectionate consent to his will. 
Unknown to us as the times to come are, 
it should be sufficient to our full repose 
that they are known to God. The day 
and thb hour which are fixed in his coun- 
sels for our dismission from life, we ought 
to be persuaded are fixed for the best; , 
and' that any longer we should not wish 
to remain. 

When we see that last hour drawing 
nigh, though our spirits may be composed 
on our own account, yet, on account of 
our friends and families, no little- anxiety 
and sorrow may be sometimes apt to take 
possessfon of the mind. Long we have 
enjoyed the comfort of their society, and 
been accustomed to consider them as parts 
pf ourselves. To be parted from them for 

ever 
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ever is, at any rate, a bitter thought ; but sermon 
to the bitterness of this, is over and above ^^' 
added the apprehension of their suffering 
much by our death. We leave many a 
relation, perhaps may leave young chil- 
dren, and a helpless family, behind us, to 
be exposed to various dangers, and thrown 
forth on an unfriendly world. Such vir- 
tuous anxieties often oppress the tender 
and feeling heart at the closing periods of 
life. — My brethren, look up to that God, 
in whose hand the times of your fathers 
were 5 in whose hand the times of your 
posterity shall be. Recollect, for your 
comfort, the experience of ages. When 
were the righteou? utterly forsaken by 
God in times' past ? Why should they be 
forsaken by him in times to come ? Well 
did he govern the world before you had 
a being in it : Well shall he continue to 
govern it after you are no more. No cause 
have you, therefore, to oppress your minds 
with the load of imknown futurity. Com- 
mit your cares to a father in heaven. Sur^ 
render your life, your friends, and your 
family, to that God who hath said, The 
children of his servants shall continue^ awd 

fheir 
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SERMON their seed shall be established before Jbim *•—•;. 
Ill- . . 

^ % ~^ I Leofve thy ^ fatherless cUldretiy I. mil frer 

serve them alive > and. let thy widows trust 

in me 'f^ 

, I HAVE thus shewn what the import 
is, an4 what the improvement should be, 
of the doctrine of the text, that our times 
are in the hand of God. It asserts a iSict, 
the truth of which can be called in ques- 
tion by none ; a fact which, whether 
persons have any sentiments of religion or 
not, is calculated to make a, serious im-^ 
pression on every mind \ especially at sea- 
sons when the reyolutipn of years gives 
us warning that our duration on earth 
is measured, and advances towards its 
period. To persons who are religiously- 
disposed, who study to improve life to 
its proper purposes, to do their duty to- 
wards God and man, and through the 
merite of their Redeemer to obtain grace 
and favour from Heaven, the doctrine of 
the text is still more important. Among 
them it tends to awaken impressions 
which are jiot only serious, but, as I 

\ ♦ Pfalm cRy a8, f Jeremiah, xHx. . x i^ 

\ have 
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hiave shewn, sahitaty and comfortmg to sermon 
thehearL--Tli*arikful- that our tiitteS arc . "f 
in the hand of a Sovereign, who is 
both wise and' gracious, let us prepare 
ourselves to ineet the approaching events 
of life with becomittg resignation, and 
at the saifte' time with manly constancy 
and firrri trust in God. As long as it 
^hall please him to continue our abode 
in the world, let us remain faithful to 
our duty; and when it shall please him' 
to give the command for our removal 
hence, let us utter only this voice : "In 
" thy hand, O my God, my times are. 
" Thou art calling me away. Here I 
'* am ready to obey x}\j call, and at thy 
^' signal to go forth. I thank thee that 
" I have been admitted to partake so 
^* long of the comforts of life, and to 
" be a spectator of the wisdom and good- 
" ness displayed in thy works. I thank 
" thee that tliou hast borne so long with 
'' my infirmities and provocations ; hast 
" allowed me to look up to thy promises 
" in thp gospel, and to hear the words 
'* of eternal life uttered by my great Re- 
f deeraer. With gratitude, faith, and 

*^ hope, 

4 
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SERMON *' hope, I commit my soul to thcc. Lord^ 
" now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
** peace \ for mine eyes have seen thy sal^ 
^^ vationy — Such are . the sentiments with 
which every pious and good man should 
conclude his life. Such indeed are the sen- 
timents which he ought to carry through 
every part of life. With these may we 
begin, and with these conclude, every suc- 
ceeding year which God , shall tliink fit to 
add to our earthly existence. 
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SERMON IV. 

On the Mixture of Bad Men with the 
Good in Human Society. 



Matth. xiii. 30. 
Let both grow together until the harvest — 

THE parable of which these woixls sermgh 
are a part, contains a prophetical ^^J: ^^ 
description of the state of the church. 
Our Lord predicts that the societies of 
Christians were to be infected with per- 
sons of loose principles and bad dispositions^ 
whom he likens to tares springing up 
among whea\ He intimates that there 
should arise some whose officious zeal 
would prompt the desire of exterminating 
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SERMON immediately all such evil men; but that 
^^' J this were contrary to the designs of Provi- 
dence, and to the spirit of Christianity; 
that a complete separation was indeed to be 
made at last between the good and the 
bad ; but that this sepftration. was to be de*- 
layed till the end of the world, when, in 
the style of the parable, ♦ the Sans should 
be entirjpjy gathered , put 'from tUtnong the 
wheat. Let both grow together until the 
harvest. 

When we look around lis, nothing is 
more conspicuous in the state of thc^ 
world than thjat broad .mixture of" the 
religious and the impious, the virtuous 
and .the wicked, wbtfh we f fiijd . taking 
place in every society. Strong objec- 
tions ^0€m hence to arise ^ agaiiist; ei|ther 
the wisdom ^r goodn^s of. divine Pro- 

evidence; es4)ecially . when we behold, bad 
pien not only tolerated in the,wo(rld,. but 
occasionally exalted in their circumstances, 
tb, the depression of the just. Why, it 
will be said, if a Supreme Being exist, and 

-i£ his justice rule the universe, does he 
allow. such infamous persons, asthexecords 

x»i history. Qj&en present, to have a. place, 

and 



^ Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



• W/i& the Good in Society. . 63 

and even to make a figure in his world? sermoi* 
Why sleeps the thunder idle in his hand, 
when it -could so easily blast them ? What 
shall ^we think of one who, having the 
power of exterminating them always at 
his command, permits them to proceed 
- vnithout^ disturbance- nay, sometimes ap- 
pears ; to look on them with compla- 
cency ?*-^ It becomes highly worthy of our 
attention to consider what answer can be 
made to these objections 5 to inquire whe- 
ther any reasons can be given that serve 
to justify this dispensation of Providence, 
in allowing a mixture of bad men to 
continue on the face of tlie earth until 
die end of time. This inquiry shall 
make\the subject of the present discourse, 
together with such reflections as naturally 
ari^ from surveying the state of human 
%flEdl:s. 

But, before entering directly on such 
inquiry, it may be proper to take no- 
tice, that in our estimation of who arc 
the goodi who are the bad, we are often 
in hazard of committing mistakes. The 
real characters of men are known only 

to 
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SERMON to God. They frequently depend on the 
^^' secret and unseen parts of life. As in 
judging of themselves men are always 
partial, so in judging of others they 
often err, through the imperfect informa- 
tion which they have gathered, or the 
rash prejudices which they have formed. 
They are too apt to limit the chariacter of 
virtue to those who agree w^th them in 
sentiment and belief ^ and to exaggerate 
the failings of those against whom they 
hav£ conceived dislike, into great and 
unpardonable crimes. Were^ it left to 
the indiscreet zeal of some to extirpate 
from the earth all those whom they con- 
sider as bad men, there is ground to ap- 
prehend that, instead of tares the wheat 
would often be rooted out. — At the same 
time we readily admit the fact, as too 
manifest to be denied, that a multitude 
of gross and notorious sinners are now 
mixed with the followers of God and 
virtue. Let us proceed then to consider 
how far this is consistent with the justice 
and wisdom of the Governor of the 
world* 



It 
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It is a principle in which all serious sermon 
and reflecting persons have agreed, and 
which by many arguments is confirmed^ 
that our present state on earth is designed 
to be a state of discipline and improvement, 
in order to fit human nature for a higher 
and better state which it is to attain here- 
after. Now, this principle being once 
admitted, we say, that the mixture of virtue 
and vice which here prevails, is calculated 
to answer this purpose better than a more 
unmixed and perfect state of society would 
have done. 

For, in the first place, the crimes of 
the wicked give occassion to the exercise 
of many excellent dispositions of heart 
among the righteous. They bring forth 
all the suffering virtues, which otherwise 
would have had no field 5 and by the 
exercise of which the human character 
is tried, and acquires some of its chief 
honours. Were there no bad men in the 
world to vex and distress the good, the 
good might appear in the light of harm- 
less innocence;, but could have no op- 
portunity of displaying fidelity, magna-, 
nimity, patience, and fortitude. One half 

Vol. IV. f^ of 
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eERMOKT of virtue, and not the least important 
J^^ half, would be lost to Jthe world. Ift. 
our present imperfect state, any virtue 
which is never exercised is in hazard of 
becoming extinct in the human breast. If 
•goodness constantly proceeded in a smootll 
and flowery path ^ if, meeting with no 
adversary to oppose it, it were surround- 
ed on every hand with acclamation and 
praise, is there no ground to dread that 
it might be corrupted by vanity, or might 
sink into indolence ? This dangerous calni 
must therefore be interrupted. The waters 
must he troubled, lest they should stag- 
nate and putrify. When you behold 
wicked men multiplying in number, dnd 
increasing in power, imagine not that 
Providence particularly favours them. No; 
they are suffered for a time to prosper, 
that they may fulfil the high designs 
of Heaven, They are employed as in- 
struments in the hand of God for the im- 
provement of his servants* They are the 
rods with which, he chastens the virtuous, 
ill order to rouse them from a dangerous 
slumber; to form them for the* day of 
adversity, and to teach them how to suffer 
honourably. . 

In 
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In the next place, the mixture of the sermon 
bad among the good serves not only to ^^' 
give exercise to the passive graces, but also 
to improve the active powers and virtues 
of man. It inures the righteous to vi- 
gilance and exertion. It obliges them 
to stand forth, and act their part with 
firmness and constancy in evil times. It 
gives occasion for their virtues to shine 
with conspicuous lustre ; and makes them 
appear as the lights of the world amidst 
surrounding darkness. Were it not for 
the dangers that arise from abounding 
iniquity, there would be no opportunity 
for courage to act, for wisdom to admo- 
nish, for caution to watch, nor for faith 
to exert itself in overconiing the world. It 
is that mixture of dispositions which now 
takes place, that renders the theatre on 
which w€ act so busy and stirring, and 
so much fitted for giving employment to 
tvery part of man's intelligent and moral 
nature. It affords a complete field for the 
genuine display of characters 3 and gives 
every man the opportunity to come forth 
and show what he is* Were the teriour of 
human conduct altogether regular and uni- 
F 2 form. 
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SERMON form, interrupted by no follies and vices, 
no cross dispositions and irregular passions, 
many of our active powers would find 
no exercise. Perhaps even our life would 
languish, and become too still and insipid. 
Man is not yet ripe for a paradise of 
innocence, and for the enjoyment of a 
perfect and faultless society. As .in the 
natural world, he is not made for per- 
petual spring and cloudless skies, but by 
the wintry storm must be called to exert 
his abilities for procuring shelter and de- 
fence; so in the moral world, the inter- 
mixture of bad men renders many an ex- 
ertion necessary, which in a more perfect 
state of the world would find no place, 
but which in the present state of trial is 

proper and useful.^ The existence of vice 

in the world assuredly testifies our present 
corruption ; and, according to the degree 
of its prevalence, is always, more or less, 
the source of misery. It is a standing 
proof of the fall and degeneracy of man. 
But as long as that fallen state continues, 
the wisdom of Providence eniinently ap- 
pears in making the errours and frailties of 
the wicked subservient to the improve- 
ment 
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ment of the just. T!ares are for that reason sermon 
suffered at present to grow up amo?tg the 
ivbeat. 

These observations on the wisdom of 
Providence in this dispensation will be far- 
ther illustrated, by considering the useful 
instructions which we receive, or which at 
least every wise man may receive, from the 
follies and vices of those among whom we 
are obliged to live. 

Firsts They furnish instruction •concern- 
ing the snares and dangers against which 
we ought to be most on our guard. They 
put it thereby in our power to profit by 
the errours and misconduct of others, By 
observing from what small beginnings the 
greatest crimes have arisen -, observing 
how bad company has seduced this man 
from his original principles and habits; 
how a careless indulgence of pleasure has 
blinded and intoxicated that man ; how 
the neglect of divine institutions has, in 
another, gradually paved the way for 
open profligacy; much salutary instruc- 
tion is conveyed to the virtuous. Tracing 
the dangerous and slippeiy paths by which 
¥ 3 m 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



7® On the Mixture of Bad Men 

SERMON so many have been insensibly betrayed 
J3l^ into ruin, their views of human nature 
are enlarged ^ the sense of their ' own 
imbecility is strongly impressed upon them , 
accompanied with the conviction of the 
necessity of a constant dependence on the 
grace and assistance pf Heaven. All the 
crimeSg which they behold disturbing society 
around them, serve as signals hung out 
to them, beacons planted in their view, tp 
prevent their making shipwreck among 
those rocks on which others have split.. 
It has been justly said, that not only 
from the advices- of his friends, but from 
the reproaches 'of his enemies, a wise man 
may draw instruction. In the same man- 
ner, it is not only by the examples of good 
men, but likewise by those of the wicked, 
that an attentive mind may be confirmed in 
virtue. 



Nexty These examples .of bad men, 
while they admonish the virtuous of the 
dangers against which they are to ..guard, 
are farther profitable by the views which 
they exhibit of the evil and the defor^ 
mitv Qf sin. Its odious nature never ap-' 

pear;? 



") 
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ji'eal's in so strong a light as when disip sirmok 
played in the crimes of the wicked. It is 
true that when vice is carried only to a 
certain degree, and disguised by plausibly 
colours, it may pass nnreproved, and 
even for a while seem popular in the 
world. But it is no less true that, when 
it becomes open and flagrant, and is de» 
prived of the shadow of virtue, it never • 
fails to incur general reproach, and to 
•become the object either of contempt or 
of hatred. How often, for instance, have 
the greatest abilities which once drew 
^steeta and admiration, sunk, in a short 
time, into the most humiliating degradaJ* 
tion, merely through the ascendant which 
corrupted inclinations and low Kabits had 
acquired over their possessor ? How often 
have the rising honours of th« young 
b?en blasted, by their forsaking the path 
of honour 01^ which they had once en^ 
tered, for the bUnd and crooked tracks of 
depravity and folly ? Such spectacles of 
^thc infamy of vice, such memorials of 
the disgrace attending it, are permitted 
by Providence for general instructioi; 5 
jand assuredly ai-e edifying to the ^v^orld. 
F4 It 
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SERMON It was necessary for raoral improvement; 
^ ' ^ that the beauty and excellence of virtue, 
and the deformity of vice, should be 
strongly impressed on every intelligent 
mind. This could never be done with 
so great advantage as by the striking conr 
trasts of both, which are produced by the 
living examples of evil men intermixed 
with the good, It is in this mirror that 
we clearly contemplate how much the 
righteous is more excellent than his neighr 
hour. 

The same purpose of important in- 
struction is , farther promoted by the iur 
stances of misery which the state of wick- 
ed men on earth affords. I admit that 
the worldly success which sometimes at- 
tends them may blind and' seduce the 
•unwary ; but a little more reflection en^ 
ables men to distinguish between apparent 
success and real happiness. The condi- 
tion of- worthless men, whatever splen- 
dour riches may throw around tliem, is 
easily discerned to be a restless and mi- 
serable one \ and the misery .which they 
.suffer^ to be derived from their vices. In 
^ , that 
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that great corrupted crowd which sur- sermon 
rounds us, what incessant bustle and stir, 
what agitation and tumult take place? 
What envy and jealousy of one another ? 
How much bitterness of resentment do 
we behold among them -, mutually de- 
ceiving and deceived; supplanting and 
supplanted ; ever pursuing, but never sa- 
tisfied ? These are not matters of rare ob- 
servation, or which require nice scrutiny 
to discover them. We need only open 
our eyes to behold the wicked tormented 
by their passions, and far* removed from 
that sanctuary of cahiiness and tranquil- 
lity which is. the abode of real happiness. 
Nay, when vve appeal to bad mtn them- 
selves, after they have run the whole 
round of vicious pleasures, we will often 
find them obliged to confess that the 
wretched result of their pursuits has been 
vanity and vexation of spirit ; and that the 
happiest days they have' enjoyed were in 
the times of innocencej before criminal 
desires and guilty passions had taken 
possession of their breasts. Such practi- 
cal demonstrations as these, of the infe- 
Jjcity of sin, are yielded by the exam- 
ples 
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SERMON pkS" of evil-doers whom we sec around 
^^^ us. By attending to their situation, the 
misery, as well as infamy, of guilt is real- 
ised, and rendered sensible to Our appre- 
Jiension, 

Thus, upon a fair inquiry, you be- 
hold how the ways of God may, in this 
remarkable case, be justified to man. You 
behold what important end^ are advanced,. 
by permitting the tares at present to 
grow together with the wheat. ^ The 
intermixture of evil men in human 
society serves to exercise the suffering 
graces and virtues of the* good 3 by the 
diversity of characters among those with 
whoiji they have intercourse, it serves to 
l^ijg forth and improve their active 
l^fsrerjs and virtues, and to enlarge the 
{jixfe ;^of useful occupations; it serves to 
jggtrjict them in the temptations against 
.Tjj/jhtigli. ^hey are to guard, to reveal to 
tliem alj the deformity of vice, and to 
make its miseries pass conspicuously be- 
fore their eyes. When we consider them 
as actors on the theatrp of the world, they 
^ thereby improved in the p^rt they 

have 
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have to perfofm; Whejgi we considtgr: sermo^ 
them as spectators of what is passing 
on that theatre, their minds are thereby: 
instructed j;. their .view§ rectified and en-, 
larged by the objects that are. set before 
them. 

From these important truths, several re-^*' 

flections no less important arise. I 

Wc are naturally taught, in the firsts 

place, never to be hasty in finding fault' 

with any of the arrangements of Provi-* 

dence. The present permission of moral-* 

ewl on the earth seemed, on the first^ 

view, to furnish a strong objection against 

dither the wisdom or the goodhess^ of-* 

tihfti Author of nature.- After beholding- 

tJie ^tseful purposes which are answered'^ 

by thai permission^ how cautious shduM^. 

we be in advaiicing any- of our f^sk ^^^^ 

culatjons: agaiiist- his goi»rnjnei^ -arj0 d&fi^ 

duct! To ©m tonfified^ari(i4f&tolbl# stal^ 

}t belongs hot to censure, l^u^^ W subnilti^ 

trust, .and adore ^ satisfied that the fer^her^ 

we inquire, thd rectitude of his ways will 

appear the more % dbaitkful for- the disijo-^ 

yeries of them which have, been imparted 

' ^ to 
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SERMON to US ; and persuaded that, where our dis- 
^^' coveries fail, it is not because there is no 
more wisdom or goodness to be seen, but 
beqiiuse our present condition allows us not 
to see more. 

In the second place, let us be taught 
with what eye we are to look upon those 
bad men whom we find around us in the 
world. Not surely with an eye of envy. 
Whatever prosperity they may seem to 
enjoy, they are still no more than tares ^ 
the weeds of the field; contemptible in 
the sight of God, tolerated by his provi- 
dence for a while on account of the righ- 
teous, tQ whose improvement they are 
rendered subsei-vient. The parable in- 
iforms us that, in the end, they are to be 
gathered together and burnt. In this life 
only they have their good things. But 
their prosperity is transitory. They are 
brought into desolation in a moment^ and ut^ 
terly consumed with terrours. j4s a dream 
'ijuhen' one awaketh^ so, O Gody when thou 
awakesty thou shalt despise their image ^^.'rr^ 
When we consider their unhappy state, it 

* Psalm Ixxiii. 19,20. 

become^ 
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becomes us to behold them with the eye of sermon 

• IV 

pity. Let us remember that, in the midst 
of their errours, they are by nature still our 
brethren. Let us not behave to them in 
the spirit of bitterness. Insult not their 
follies. Pride not yourselves on superiour 
virtue. Remember that, as bad men are 
mixed with the good, so, in the best men, 
vices are at present mixed with virtues. 
Your own character, good as you may 
esteem it, is not free from every evil taint ; 
and in the characters of those whom you 
reprobate as vitious, there are always some 
good qualities mixed with the bad ones. 
Study, as far as you can, to reclaim 
and amend them; and if, in any de- 
gree, you have been profited by their 
failings, endeavour, in return, to profit 
them by good counsel and advice ; by ad- 
vice not administered with officious zeal, 
or self - conceited superiority, but with 
the tenderness of compassion and real 
friendship. 

In the third place, in whatever pro- 
portion the admixture of vice may seem 
to take place in the world, let us never 
2 despair 
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* SERMON' despair of the prevalence of virtue on Xht 
^^1^ whole. Let us not exaggerate, beyond 
^ ' measure, the quantity of vice that is found 
^in the mixture- It is proper to observe, 
'- that in the parable now before us, after tljie 
'owner of the field had sown his gopd seed^ 
' no reason is given us to think, that the 
A good seed was entirely choked up by tares. 
On the contrary, we are told th^t the 
blade sprwig up^ and brought forth fruit ; 
and, though the tares also arose, yet, in the 
end, there was ?l> harvest ^ when the '^at 
' was reaped and gathered intg the bam. 
' In the most corrupted times, God never 
leaves himself without many witnesses on 
earth. He is always attentive to the 
' cause of goodness ; and frequently supports 
: and advances it by means which we arc 
" tunable to trace. He nourishes . much 
. ]>iety and virtue in hearts that are un- 
known to us ; and beholds repentance 
. ntady to spring up amoiig many whom 
w p consider as reprobates. — I . know that 
it has always been common for persons 
' to represent the qg? in which they live as 
; the worst that ever ^ appeared ; and reli- 
* gior\ and/viitue..as just ion the point of 
. ^ I ;4 » vanishing 
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Vanishing from amon^ men. This is th6 sermom 
language sometimes of tlW serious ; often ^' 
of the hypocritical', or of the narrow-minded: 
But true religion gives no sanction to such 
severe censures, or such gloomy vicWsl 
Though the tares must be at all times 
springing up, there is no reason for be-* 
lieving that they shall ever overspread the 
whole field. The nature of the weeds that 
spring up may vary, according to the naturft 
of the soil. Different modes of iniquity may 
distinguish different ages- of the world; 
while .the sum of corruption is nearly the 
sanie. Let not our judgments of men, 
and of the times in which we live, be 
hasty and presumptuous. Let us trust in 
the grace of God, and hope the best of 
mankind. 

In the fourth and last place, let us keep 
our eyes ever fixed on that important pe- 
riod, which is allu J d to in the Text', as. 
the conclusion of all. Let both grow to^ 
get her until the harvest. The great spiri- 
tual* year is to be closed by a harvest^ 
whzn^the householder is io gather the m)heat 
into bis barn y when, at the end of the 

world, 
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SERMON world, the final distinction of men and 
characters is to take place. The confused 
mixture of good and evil, which now prevails, 
is only a temporary dispensation of Provi- 
dence, accommodated to man's fallen and 
imperfect state. Let it not tempt us for a 
moment to distrust the reality of the Divine 
government ; or to entertain the remotest 
suspicion that moral good and evil are to be 
on the same terms for ever. The frailties 
of our nature fitted us for no more at pre- 
sent than the enjoyment of a very mixed 
and imperfect society. But when our na- 
ture, purified and refined, shall become ripe 
for higher advancement, then shall the spirits 
of the just, disengaged from any polluted 
mixture, undisturbed Uy sin or by sinners, 
be united in one divine assembly, and re- 
joice for ever in the presence of him who 
made them. Looking forward to this glo- 
rious issue with stedfast faith, let no cross; 
appearances ever discomfit our hopes, or 
lead us to siispect that we have been serving 
God in vain. If we contirmt faithful to the 
deathy we may rest assured, that in due time 
we shall receive the crown of life. 
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SERMON V. 

On the Relief which the Gospel affords 
to the Distressed.. 



[Preached at the Celebration of the Sacrament of thj» 
Lord's Supper.] 



Matth, xi. 28. 



Come unto me^ all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden^ and I will give you rest. 

THE life of man on earth is doomed sermon 
to be clouded with various evils. 
Throughout all ranks the afflicted form 
a considerable portion of the human 
race ; and even they who have a title to 
be called prosperous, are always, in some 
periods of their life, obliged to drink 
from the cup of bitterness. The Chris- 
tian religion is particularly entitled to our 
regard, by accommodating ^tsclf with 
Vol. IV, Q |rcat 
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SERMON great tenderness to this distressed condi-* 
Jl_ tion of mankind* It is not to be consi- 
dered as merely an authoritative system of 
precepts. Important precepts it indeed 
delivers for the wise and proper regula- 
tion of life* But the same voice which-^ 
enjoins our duty, utters the words of con- 
solation* The Gospel desertes to be held 
a dispensation of relief to mankind un- 
der both the temporal and spiritual dis- 
tresses of their state. 

This amiable and compassionate spirit 
of our religion conspicuously appears in 
the character of its great Author. It 
shone in all his actions while he lived on 
earth. It breathed in all his discourses ;; 
and, in the words of the text, is expres- 
sed with much energy. In the preceding, 
verse, he had given a high account of his 
own person and dignity. All things are 
delivered unto me of my Father-^ and rw 
man knowetb the Son but the Father ; nei^ 
ther knoweth any man the Father^ save the 
Sony and be to whomsoever the Son will 
reveal him. But, lest any of his hearers 
should be discouraged by this mysterious 
representation of his greatness, he instant - 

If 
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iy tempers it with the most gracious be- sermom 
nignitys declaring, in the text, the mer- 
ciful intention* of his mission to the 
world; Come unto nUy all ye that labour 
jand are heavy laden ^ and I nvill give you 
'Test. 

TThje first thing which claims our at- 
tention In tliese words is, what we are to 
understand .by coming unto Christ. This 
is a phrase which has often given occa- 
sion to controversy^ By theological wri- 
ters it has been involved in much needless 
mystery, while the meaning is in itself 
plain and easy. The very metaphor 
th^t is here used serve's to explain it. In 
the ancient world, diseiples flocked round 
their different teachers, and attended them 
wherever they went; in order both to 
testily their att?ichment, and to imbibe 
more fully the doctrine of their masters. 
Coming unto Christy therefore, is the same 
with resorting to him as our declared 
Master ; acknowledging ourselves his dis- 
ciples, believers in his doctrine, and fol- 
lowers of his precepts. As Christ is made 
known to us under the chajracter both of 
G 2 a Teacher 
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SERMON a Teacher and a Saviour, our coming to 
^' him imports not only submission to his 
instructions, but confidence also in his 
power to save. It imports that, forsaking 
the corruptions of sin and the world, wc 
follow that course of virtue and obedience 
which he points out to us j relying on his 
mediation of pardon of our offences, and 
acceptance with heaven. This is what 
is implied in the scripture term Faiths 
which includes both the^ assent of the un- 
derstanding to the truth of the Christian 
religion, and the concurrence of the will 
in receiving it. 

What next occurs in the text to at- 
tract our notice, is the description of those 
to whom the invitation is addressed. All 
those who labour and are heavy laden^ that 
is, who, in one way or other, feel them- 
selves grieved and distressed, are here in- 
vited to come to Christ. — Now, from two 
sources, chiefly our distresses arise, fronl 
moral, or from natural causes. 

Hrrf, They may arise from inward 

moral causes ; from certain feelings and 

9 reflections 
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rcflcctions of the mind, which occasion sermon 
uneasiness and pain. A course of sin ^• 
and vice always proves ruinous and de- 
structive in the issue. But its tendency 
to ruin is often not perceived, while that 
tendency is advancing. For, as sin is the 
reign of passion and pleasure, it forms 
men to a thoughtless inconsiderate state. 
Circumstances, however, may occur, and 
frequently, in the course of life, do occur, 
which disclose- to a vicious man the ruin 
which he is bringing on himself, as an 
offender against the God who made him. 
When some occasional confinement to so- 
litude, or some turn of adverse fortune, 
directs his attention immediately upon 
his own character; or when, drawing 
towards the close of life, his passions sub- 
side, his pleasures withdraw, and a future 
state comes forward to his view \ in such 
situations it <>ixm\ happens, that the past 
follies and crimes of such a man appear to 
him in a light most odious and shockilig; 
and not ocfious only, but terrifying to his 
heart. He considers that he is undoubt- 
edly placed under the government of a just 
God, who did not send him into this world 

C 3 for 
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SERMON for nought -, that he has neglected the part 
^^^^,^^ assigned to him \ has contemned the laws 
of Heaven; has degraded his own nature;; 
and instead of being useful, having been 
hurtful and pernicious to those among 
whom he lived, is about to leave a detest- 
able memory behind him.— What account 
shall he give of himself to his Maker ? 
Self-condemned, polluted by so many 
crimes, how can he expect to find mercy 
in his sight ?— Hence, an overwhelmed 
and dejected mind; hence, dismal fore- 
bodings of punishment ; hence, that wounded 
spirit^ which, when it is deeply pierced, 
Tbecomes the sorest pf all human evils, anti 
has sometimes rendered existence a burden 
which coiildnot be endured. 

Such distresses as these, arising fron\ 
pioral internal causes, may be made light 
of by the giddy and the vain ; and re- 
presented as confined to a few persons 
only of distempered imagination. But tq 
those whose professions give them occasion 
to see men under various circumstances 
of affliction, ^hey lare known to l)e far 
from being unfrequent in the world ; and, 
on many more oscasioiis than is cominpnly 

. imagined^ 
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imagined, to throw over the human mind sermon 
the blackest gloom of which it is suscep- 
tible. Religious feelings, be assured, have 
a deg^ root in the nature of man. They 
form a- part of the human constitution. 
They are interwoven with many of those 
fears and hopes which actuate us in the 
changing situations of fortune. During the 
gay and active periods of life, they may 
be smothered; but with most men, they 
ai-e smothered rather than totally oblite- 
rated : And if any crisis of our condition 
shall awaken, and bring them forth, in 
their full force, upon a conscious guilty 
heart, woe to the man, who, in sorne dis- 
consol?ite seasoij, is doomed to su&x their 
extreme vengeance i j 

jBuTp wlule under such distresses rf 
the piind, not a few may be said to la^ 
hour and to be heavy lioden^ greater still is 
the multitude pf those who, from natural 
external causes, from the calamities and 
evils of life, undergo much suffering and. 
misery^ The life pf man is not indeed 
wholly composed of piisery. It admits 
pf many pleasing scenes, Qn the whole, 
G 4 tlierc 
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SERMON there is reason to believe that it affords 
.^^ more joy than grief. At the same time, 
the unfortunate, as I before observed, 
form always a numerous class of man-^ 
kind J and it may be said with truth, that 
sore travel is ordained for the sons of men. 
Though the burden is not equally laid on 
all; some there always are, on whom it 

falls with oppressive weight Unexpected 

disappointments have crushed their hopes, 
and blasted die plans which they had 
formed for comfort in the world, Thq 
world had, perhaps, smiled upoii them 
once, only to give them a sharper feeling 
of its miseries at the last. Struggling 
with poverty, unable to support their 
families whom they see languishing around 
them, they, at the s^me time, are obliged, 
by their situation in society, to conceal 
tlieir necessities; and, under the forced 
appearance of cheerfulness, to hide from 
the . world a broken heart. They are 
stung, perhaps, by the unkindness of 
friends; cast off by those in whom they 
had trusted ; or torn by untimely death 
from real friends, in connection with 
whom they might have flourished and 

been 
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been happy ; at the same time borne down, sermon 
it may be, with the infirmities of a sickly y^^ 
body, and left to drag a painful life without 
assistance or relief. — How many sad scenes 
of this nature, on which it were painful to . 
insist, does the world afford ? 

When we turn to those who are ac- 
counted prosperous men, we shall always 
find many sorrows mingled with their 
pleasures^ many hours of care and vex- 
ation, wherein they acknowledge them*- 
selves classed with those who labour and 
are heavy laden. In entering into some 
gay festive assembly, we behold affected 
cheerfulness displayed on every counte- 
nance j and might fancy that we had 
arrived at the temple of unmixed pleasure, 
and gladness of heart. Yet, even there, 
could we look into the bosoms of these 
apparently happy persons, how often 
would we find them inwardly prey- 
ed upon by some tormenting suspicions, 
66me anxious fears, some secret griefs, 
which either they dare not disclose to 
the world, or from which, if disclosed, 
• they can look for no relief; in short, 
iMPid^t that great company of pilgrims, 

who 
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SERMON who arc journeying through life, taany 
there are whose journey lies through a 
valley of tears; and many to whom that 
valley is only chppred by transient glimpses 
of joy. 

To these classes of mankind is addressed 
the invitation of the text. To them it 
is in a particular manner addressed ; overr 
looking the giddy and dissipated multitude. 
Come unto me^ all ye that Iflbour and are 
heavy laden. Not as if pur Saviour were 
always ready to accept that sort of piety 
which is merely the consequence of dis- 
tress 5 or made all those welcome, who 
are driven by nothing but fear or dan- 
ger to have recourse to him. His words 
are to be understood as intimating, that the 
heart which is humbled and softened by 
affliction, is the object of his compassionat? 
regard J that he wilj not reject us merely 
because we have been cast off by the world; 
but that, if with proper dispositions and 
sentiments we apply to him in the evil 
day, we shall be sure of meeting with a 
gracious reception. ^ It now remains ,to 
show, what that receptioji is vvhich we may 
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look for 3 what that rest^h whicfh Christ sermon 
hath promised to confer on Aose who come 
to him ; whether their distress arise from 
moral or from natural causes. Come unto 
mey and I will give you rest. 

I. Christ affords rest to the disturbed 
mind that labours under apprehensions 
and fears of guilt. Let those who suffer 
distress of this nature come to Christy that 
is, with contrition and repentance, have 
recourse to him as their Saviour, and they 
shall regain quietness and peace. Foolish 
and guilty they have been, and justly lie 
under dread of punishment 3 but the pe- 
nitent sorrpw which they now feel implies 
their disposition to be changed. It implies, 
as far as it is genuine, that, sensible of their 
folly, they now desire to become good and 
wise ; and are determined for the future to 
hold a virtuous course, could they only 
hope to obtain pardon for the past. In 
this, situation of mind, let them not be cast 
down and despair. Christ has brought 
with him from heavea |;he olive-branch. 
He carries in his hand the signal of forgive, 
pess, Jhe declaration which he publishes 

7 is. 
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SERMON IS ^ Let the wicked forsake his way y and the 
\ _j^~^ _ f unrighteous man his thoughts \ and let him 
return to the Lord^ and he will have mercy 
upon him *, and to our God^ for he will abun- 
dantly pardon *. Insufficient though our 
own repentance be, to procure pardon 
from Heaven, we are informed, that an 
all-sufficient atonement has been made by 
Christ. Neither the number nor the atro- 
city of offences excludes from forgiveness, 
' ^ the penitent who returns to his duty. To 
all who come under this description, the 
offer of mercy extends, without exception. 
He that spared not his own Son^ but delivered him 
Up for us ally how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things -f- f 

This discovery of divine government, 
afforded by the Gospel, is perfectly cal- 
culated to scatter the gloom which had 
overcast the desponding heart. The at- 
mosphere clears up on every side ; and is 
illuminated by cheering rays of celestial 
mercy. Not only is hope given to the 
penitent, but it is rendered sinful not to 
indulge that hope. We are not. only alt 

* Jfeiah, Iv, 7, t Rom. viiirj^a. 

lowed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



V. 



Gospel affords to the Distressed. P3 

lowed and encouraged, but we are com- sermon 

manded to trust in the divine clemency. 

We are commanded to believe that none 

who come unto Christ he will in any wise 

cast out *• As I livCy saith the Lord God^ 

I have no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked^ but , that the wicked turn from his 

way and live 5 turn ye^ turn ye^ from your 

evil ways ; for why will ye die^ O house of 

Israel f f Such is the relief which the 

religion of Christ brings to them who 
labour and are heavy laden under thq im- 
pressions of guilt and divine displeasure; 
a relief which nothing can render ineffec- 
tual to the heart, except the most gloomy 
superstition, founded on gross misconcep- 
tions of the nature and attributes of God. — 
Let us now, 

II. Consider what rest the religion of 
Christ gives to them whose distress arises 
not from inward and moral, but from 
natural ^nd external causes ; from ad* 
verse fortune, or afiy of those numerous 
"calamities to which we are at present 
exposed. To such persons it may seem 

♦ John^ vivkS?* t Ezek. xxxiiu 11. 

more 
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SERMON more difficult to promise any effectual 
^* J relief. In the former case, the distress lay 
entirely in the mind. As soon as its 
views are rectified, and its apprehensions 
quietedj the evil is removed, and the cure 
effected. Here, tlie distress arises from 
without; and the religion of Christ af- 
fects not the course of external events. 
But though it removes not all the evils 
of life ; though it promises no continuance 
of undisturbed prosperity (which indeed 
it were not salutary for man always to 
enjoy) ; yet, if it mitigates the evils which 
necessarily belong to our state, and sup- 
ports us under them, it may justly be 
said to give rest to them who labour and are 
heavy laden. When much that is mate- 
rial and important is effected, we have 
no cause to complain, though all that we 
desire be ^ not accomplished— In this part 
of the discourse, I am to be considered as 
addressing myself not merely to such as 
are at present suffering any severe calamity ; 
1 now speak to many, who in the midst 
of health and affluence, enjoy the various 
comforts of life. But I must desire such 
persons to look forward to what may one 

day 
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3ay be their state. Let them reflect how sermon 
important it is to prepare themselves for ^' 
the future unknown vicissitudes of the 
World. For, if a man live many years and 
rejoice in them ally yet let him remember the 
days of darkness ^ for they shall be many *.— • 
Now, either in the prospect of future dis- 
tress, or under present suffering, I say, 
that the religion of Christ gives rest to the 
heart, by the fortitude which it inspires, 
aild by the consolations which it affords. 

First y It inspires fortitude. It discovers 
a supreme administration, so friendly to 
the interests of goodness, as never to 
allow the followers of Christ to dread, 
that, in any situation of fortune, they shall 
be neglected by Heaven, From the ab- 
stract consideration of the divine perfec- 
tions, men had always some ground to be- 
lieve, that the general order of the universe 
was consulted by its great Ruler. But how 
far the interest of individuals might be 
obliged to yield, or, in many cases, might 
be sacrificed, to this general order, they 
were left altogether in the dark. Here the 

♦ Eccks. xi. S. 

gospel 
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SERMON gospel of Christ comes to our aid, by the 
explicit assurance which it gives, that, in 
the great system of Providence, the wel- 
fare of evei*) single good man is parti- 
cularly included. All things^ we are ex- 
pressly told, are made to work together^ 
jiot merely for the order and perfection of 
the. whole, but also, for good to them who 
love God^. The life of every person who 
comes under this description, forms a sys- 
tem complete within itself; where every 
event that happens to him possesses its 
destined place, and forms a link in that 
great chain of causes, which was appoint- 
ed, froiii the beginning of things, for 
carrying on his improvement and felici- 
ty. Such an arrangement of the affairs 
of the world, may appear astonishing to 
our narrow capacities ; yet surely implies 
no effort beyond the reach of infinite 
power, joined with infinite wisdom and 
goodness. 

Hence arises a degree of fortitude and 
constancy to good men, which can upon 
no other grounds be attained. Faith, in 
these principles of the Gospel, erects for 

♦ Rom. viii. 28. 

them 
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them a fortress impregnable to the as- ,serir|ON' 
saults of the world into v/hich they can 
at all times retreat. Sitting under the 
shelter of Divine protection,' they calmly 
hear the storm, when it blows with its 
utmost violence around them. The floods 
have lifted up their voice \ they have lifted 
tip all their waves. But the Lord op high 
is mightier than the noise of many waters ; 
yea^ than the mighty waves of the Sea*^ 
Of the man who possesses such principles, 
it is justly said, His heart is established i he 
shall not be afraid of evil tidings ; his heart 
is fixed ^ trusting in the Lord '^ . Tranquil- 
lity, order, and magnanimity, dwell with 
him^ while all is confusion and trepi- 
dation among those, who have nothing 
to look to but the apparent disorders of the 
world. 

The doctrine of Christ not only arms us, 
in this manner, with fortitude against the 
approach cf evil ; but, supposing evils to 
falJ upon us with their heaviest pressure, it 
lightens the load by many consolations to 
which others are strangers. While bad m^n 

♦ Psalm xciH. 5,4. •]• Psalm cxii. 7, 8. 

Vol. IV. H trace, 
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SERMON trace, in the calamities with which they 
are ,visited, the hand of an offended Sove- 
reign, Christians are taught to view them 
as the well-intended chastisements of a 
merciful father. They hear, amidst them, 
that still voice which a good conscience 
brings to their ear ; Fear not^ ftnr I am 
nvith thee '^ be not dismay ed^ for I am thy 
God *. They apply to themselves the 
comfortable promises with which the gos- 
pel .abounds. They discover in these the 
happy issue decreed to their troubles ; and 
wait with patience till Providence shall 
have accomplished its great and good de- 
signs. In the mean time, devotion opens 
to them its blessed and holy sanctuary : 
that sanctuaiy in which the wounded 
heart is healed, and the weary mind is at 
rest; where the cares of the world are 
forgotten, where its tumults are hushed, 
and its miseries disappear \ where greater 
objects open to our view than what the 
world presents; where a more serene sky 
shines, and a sweeter and calmer light 
beams on the afflicted heart. In those mo- 
ments of devotion, a pious man, pour- 

• Isaiah, xli. lo. ' 

^ , ing 
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ing out his. wants and sorrows to an sermon 
almighty Supporter, feels that he is not ^^^^ 
left solitary and forsaken in a vale of 
woe, God is with him, Christ and th? 
Holy Ghost are with him ; and though he 
should be bereaved of every earthly friend, 
l^e can look up in heaven to a friend Nvho 
will never die. 

To these present consolations, the re- 
ligion of Christ adds the joyful prospect 
of that future state, where eternal rest 
remaimth for the people of God. This life 
they are taught to consider as only the 
house of their pilgrimage ; , the temporary 
mansion of painful though necessaiy dis- 
cipline. But let them endure for a little, 
and the pilgrimage shall end, the disci- 
pline shall be finished; and all the vir- 
tuous be assembled in .those blissful re- 
gions which are prepared for their reward. 
Such a prospect cheers the darkest hours of 
life ; and affords a remedy to every trou- 
ble, ^he sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed^. They appear, 
ia this comparative view, as no more 

^ Rom. viii. 18. 

H i than 
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SERMON than a distressing dream ofthe night, from 
which one awakes into health, and light, 
and joy. Peculiar is this high consolation 
to the religion of Christ.. It is what all 
nations had eagerly wished for; what all 
philosophy had anxiously sought to dis- 
cover; but w^hat no research, no philoso- 
phy wei^ able to ascertain to mankind, till 
Christ brought the assurance of life and 
immortality from heaven ; and conferred 
on his disciples this noble and inestimable 
gift- 

Thus, on the whole, the Christian doc- 
trine is found to be the great medicine of 
life. It is the balm of human sorrows and 
cares. In our present ,state, where so many 
are suffering actual distress, of one kind 
or other,, and where all have reason to 
dread the approach of distress, it is religion 
only that can alleviate the burdens of life, 
and smooth our passage through this evil 
world.-^— ^Lct this view of religion per- 
suade us to improve the sacred ordinance . 
of our Lord*s supper for coming unto Christ 
in the way before, explained : that is, join- 
ing ourselves to him as his disciples ; his 

disciples^ 
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disciples, not in words and professions only> sermon 
but in heart and in truth ^ taking upon us 
his yoke ^ as is added in the words imme- 
diately following the text : and learning of 
him who is meek and lowly ^ in heart. Let 
those who labour under the sense of re- 
membered follies and crimes, come unto 
Christ with penitent dispositions, and they 
shall obtain pardon. Let those who la- 
bour under the suffering of present, or 
the apprehension of future sorrows, come 
unto Christy and they shall receive consola- 
tion. All who are in any sense heavy laden^ 
coming unto him, shall find rest to their 
souls. . • 

Before concluding this discourse, there 
is another set of men not yet mentioned, 
to whom I must also address the exhort- 
ation in the text ; those I mean who, Ja- 
bouring under none of the distressful bur- 
dens of life, are surfeited of its pleasui^s 5 
who labour under the burden only of. lan- 
guid ease, and the load of insipid prospe- 
rity. You drag, iny friends, but a miserable 
existence. Oppressed by no sorrow, you 
feel vacuity and dissatisfaction within i you 
H 3 are 
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SERMo:jy are often weary of Life; aiid in your So- 
.■.^^^ litary hours, are disposed to confess that all 
you have experiehGed is vanity. Where- 
fore should you any longer spend your fnO" 
ney for that wbith is not breads and your 
labour for that which satisfieth not f Come td 
the waters which are how offered to you^ arid 
drink. Hedry and your souls shall live^ 
Retreat from the corrupting vanities of the 
world to Christ, to religion, and to virtue. 
Kew sources of enjoyment shall then be 
open^ to you. A world yet untried shall 
display itself to your view. You shall be 
formed to a relish for the quiet ahdinnd- 
cent pleasures of piety and devotion; of 
friendship and good ajffections s of useful 
knowledge, and tirtuous activity ; of calm 
Society, and seasonable retirement 5 pleasures 
of which at present you have 110 concep- 
tion ; but which, upon trial, you shall find 
superiour to the trifling or turbulent amuse- 
ments, in which you have hitherto passed 
your days.— The true satisfaction of the 
human mind is only to be found in religion 
and goodness ; in a purified heart- and a 
virtuous life. All other plans of happiness 
are fallacious, and pregnant with disappoint- 
ment. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Gospel affords to the Distressed. 103. 

merit. It is only by acquainting ourselves sermon 

with God that we caxi find peace : And those 

who are weary and heavy laden now, shall 

be weary and heavy laden to the end, unless 

they come to him who only cap give them 

rest. 
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SERMON VL 

On LuxuiiY and Licentiousness. 



Isaiah, v. 12. 

The harp^ avd the violy the tabret and pipCy 
and wine^ are in their feasts ; but they r^r 
gard not the ivork of the Lordy neither 

. consider the operation of his hands. 

IT appears from many passages in the 
writings of this prophet, that in his 
days great corruption of manners had be- 
gun to take place among the people of 
Israel. Originally a sober and a religious 
nation, accustomed to a simple and pas- 
toral life, after they had enlarged their 
territories by conquest, and acquired 
wealth by commerce, they gradually con- 
tracted 
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tracted habits of luxuiy ; and luxury soon 
introduced its usual ti:ain of attending evils, vr. 
In the history of all nations the same cir - 
dilation of manners has been found j and 
\\\t age in which we live resembles, in this 
respect, the ages which have gone before it. 
Fonns of iniquity may vary ; but the cor- 
rupt propensities of men remain at all 
times much the same; and revolutions 
from primitive simplicity to the refine- 
ments of criminal luxury have been 
often exhibited on the 5tage of the world. 
The reproof directed in the text to the 
Jews of that antient age will be found 
equally applicable to the manners of many 
in modem times. In discoursing from it, 
I shall first consider the character of those 
who are described in the text, and shew the 
giiilt that is involved in it. I shall next 
consider the duties which persons of that 
character are supposed to have neglected ; 
to regard the work of the Lord^ and to con^ 
sider the operation of bis bands. 

I. When we take into view the cha- 
racter pointed at in the text, it is evident 

that 
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SERMON that what the prophet means to reprove is 
""'' the spirit of in-considerate dissipation, of 
intemperate' indulgence; and irreligious 
luxury. It is Hot the feast and the wine^ 
the harp and thi viol^ which he means to 
condemn. ^Music and wine are, in them- 
selves,* things of innocent nature : Nay, 
when * temperately enjoyed, they may be 
employed for useful purposes j for affording 
relaxation' from the oppressive cares of 
life, and for pfomoting friendly intercourse 
among mfen. The opulent are not pro- 
hibited frofti enjoying the good things of 
this world, which Providence has bestowed 
upon them. Religion neither aboKshes the 
distinction of ranks^ (as the vain philosophy 
of some would teach xf s to do,) nor inter* 
feries with a ftiodest and decent indulgence 
of pleasure. It is the criminal abuse of 
pleasure which is here censured; that 
thoughtless and intemperate enjoyment of 
4t which ivhoUy absorbs the time and at- 
tention of men ; which obliterates every 
serious ^thought of the proper business of 
life; ahd.dfFaces^ the sense of religion aijd 
of God. 
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It may be proper to remark, that It is sERMOt^r 
not open and dirdct impiety, which is laid 
to the charge of the persons here cha* 
racterised. It is not said, that in their 
feast they scoffed at religion, or Ha phcmed 
the name of God. To this summit of 
wickedness these pei;sonS had not. yet at* 
rived j perhaps the age in which they lived 
gave not its countenance to this wantonness 
of impiety. It is merely a negative crime of 
which they are accused, that tHey regarded 
not the work of the Lord^ neither considered 
the operation of his hands. But this ib- 
t^ct of all religious impressions is here 
pointed out, as sufficient, to ^tigmatife 
their characters with guilt. As soon as the 
sense of a Supreme Being is k)st> the great 
check is taken <^, which keeps linder !re^ 
straint the passions of men. Mean desires 
and low pleasures take place of the i^rfeater 
and nobler sentiments which reason kiid 
religion inspire. Amidst the tumult of the 
wine andihe feast ^ all proper views of hu- 
ftian life are forgotten. The duties wliifch, 
as men, they hare to perform,- the ^rt 
they have to act in the world, and the 

distres6e:> 
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SERMON distresses to which they are exposing them- 
1^,^^^ selves, are banished from their thoughts. 
To'?norrow shall be as this day^ and more 
abundantly^ is the only voice. Inflamed by 
society, and circulated from one loose com- 
panion to another, the spirit of riot grows 
and swells, till it ends in brutal excess. 

Were such disorders rare and occasional 
merely, they might perhaps be forgotten 
and forgiven. But nourished by repetition 
and habit, they grow up among too many, 
to become . the business and occupation of 
life. By thjsse unfortunate votaries of 
pleasure, they are accounted essential to 
happiness. Life appears to stagnate with- 
out them. Having no resource within 
themselves, their spirits sink, and their very 
being seems annihilated, till the return of 
tlieir favourite pleasures awaken within them 
sproe transient sparkles of joy. Idleness, 
ease, and prosperity, have too natural a 
tendency to generate the follies and vices now 
described. Because they have no changes^ 
said the Psalmist, therefore they fear not 
God*. They arc the dark and solitary 

♦ Psalm Iv. 19, 

hours 
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hours of life, which recall men to recol- sermon 
lection ^nd wisdom. They show to the 
unthinking what this world really is, and 
what may be expected from it. But the 
day that is always bright and unclouded, 
is not made for men. It flatters them 
with the dangerous illusion, that it is in 
their power to render life one scene of 
pleasure; and that they have no other 
business on earth, but to spread xhtfeast^ 
and call the harp and the viol to sound. 
But the examples are so frequent, of the 
dangers and the crimes which arise from 
an intemperate abuse of pleasure, that on 
this part of the subject it seems needless 
to insist any longer. I proceed, there- 
fore, 

II. To consider the duties which men 
are accused of having neglected; and 
which it is here supposed, if, duly at- 
tended to, would have acted as the cor- 
rectives of dissolute and irreli^ous lux- 
ury ; these are, to regard the, ivork of the 
Lordy and to consider the operation of his 
hands. — By recommending such duties, I 
do not mean to represent it as requisite 

9 that 
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fjBRMQN that the feast should be turned into an 
^^' act oi worship ; that the eountcijances of 
men should be always grave; or that, 
in the hours of amusement .and of social 
festivity, no subject may employ their 
thoughts and their discourse^ except God 
and a future state. All extreme? in re- 
ligion are dangerous; and by cariying 
austerity too far, we are in hazard of 
only promoting hypocrisy* Put though 
some in the last age> might be prone to 
this extreme; yet, at the present day, 
there is not much occasion . for warn- 
ing men against it. — What I now in- 
sist upon is, that all our pleasures ought 
to be tempered with a serious sense of 
God; that scenes of gaiety and eryby- 
ment should never make us forget that 
we are subjects of his governraent, and 
have a part allotted us to act in this world ; 
that on no occasion tliey should be pro- 
longed , s«^ much, repeated ;so often, or sirf- 
fered to transport us so far, as to lead us 
to break any of the Divine laws, or to 
act inconsistently with the character <?f 
men and Christians. A po-evailii^g sense of 
(?od 9P the jnJ394 is to be evw h/eld tibe 

surest 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



On Luxury and Licentiousness. nt 

surest guard of innocence and virtue, amidst sermon 
the allurements of pleasure. It is the salu- ^^' 
tary mixture which must be infused into the 
cup of joy, in ordex.to render it safe and 
mnoxious. 

This sense of God should lead us in the 
language of the prophet, to regard the work 
ef the Lord J and to consider the operation of 
bis bands ; which expressions may be un- 
derstood as requiring us to have God upon 
our thoughts under two views ; -to regard 
bis worky as the Author of nature ; and to 
consider the operation of his hands^ as the 
Governor of the world. . Let us attend 
more particularly to each of these views 
of the Supreme Being. 

In the first .place, we are to view God 
as the Author of nature, or to regard the 
work of the Lord. With his works we 
are in every place surrounded. We can 
cast our eyes no where, without discern- 
ing the hand of Him who formed them, 
if die grossness of our minds will only 
allow us to behold Him. Let giddy and 
thoughtless men turn aside a little from 
the haunts of riot. Let. them stand still, 

and 
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SERMON and contemplate the wondrous works of 
^' God J and make trial of the effect which 
sucli contemplation would produce. — It» 
were *'good for them that even indepen- 
dently of the Author, they were more 
acquainted with his works ; good for 
them, that from the societies of loose and 
dissolute men, they would retreat to the 
scenes of nature; would oftener dwell 
among them, and enjoy their beauties. 
This wovild form them to the relish of 
uncorrupted innocent pleasures ; and oiake 
them feel the value of calm enjoyments, 
as superiour to the noise and turbulence 
of licentious gaiety. From the harmo- 
ny of nature and of nature's works, they 
would learn to hear sweeter sounds than 
v/hat arise from the violy the tabret and 
the pipe. 

But to liigher and more serious thoughts 
these works of nature give occasion, when 
considered in conjunction with the Creator 
who made them. — Let me call on you, 
my friends, to catch some interval of re- 
flection,, some serious moment, for look- 
ing with thoughtful eye on the world 
around you* ' Lift your view to that 

immense 
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immense arch of ' heaven which encom- sermon 

VI. 

passes you above. Behold the sun in all 
his splendour rolling over your head liy 
day ; and the moon by night, in mild 
and serene majesty, surrounded with that 
host of stars which present to your ima- 
gination an innumerable multitude of 
worlds. Listen to the awful voice of 
thunder- Listen to the roar of the tem- 
pest and the ocean. Survey the wonders 
that fill the earth which you inhabit. 
Contemplate a steady and powerful Hand, 
bringing round spring and summer, au- 
tumn and winter, in regular course ; de- 
corating this earth with innumerable 
beauties, diversifying it with innumerable 
inhabitants, pouring forth comforts on all 
that live; and, at the same time, over- 
awing the nations with the violence of 
the elements, when it pleases the Creator 
to let them forth. — After you have view- 
ed yourselves as surrounded with such a 
scene of wonders ; after you have beheld, 
on every hand, such an astonishing dis- 
play of majesty united with wisdom and 
goodness ; are you not seized with so- 
lemn and seriows awe ? Is there not some- 
Vol. IV, I thing 
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SERMON thing which wispers you within, that to 
^^ this great Creator reverence and homage 
are due by all the rational beings whom 
he has made ? Admitted to be spectators 
of his works J placed in the midst of so 
many great and interesting objects^ can you 
believe that you were brought hither for 
no purpose, • but to immerse yourselves in 
gross and brutal, or, at best, in trifling 
pleasures 3 lost to all sense of the wonders 
you behold ^ lost to all reverence of that 
God who gave you being, and who has 
'erected this amazing fabric of nature, on 
which you look only with stupid and un- 
meaning eyes ? — No : Let the scenes which 
you behold prompt correspondent feel- 
ings. Let them awaken you from the 
degrading intoxication of licentiousness, 
into nobler* emotions. Every object which 
you view in nature, whether great or 
small, serves to instruct you. The star 
and the insect, the fiery meteor and the 
flower of spring, the verdant field and 
the lofty mountain, all exhibit a Supreme 
Power, before which you ought to ti'emblc 
and adore \ all preach the doctrine, all 
inspire the spiiit of devotion and revc- 

renccv 
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fence. Regarding^ then, the work of the SERMO.^ 
hordy let rising emotions of awe and gra- 
titude call forth from your souls such 
sentiments as these: — ^* Lord, wherever I 
** am, and whatever I enjoy, may I never 
" forget thee, as the Author of nature ( 
" May I never forget that I am thy crea- 
*' ture and thy subject ! In this magnificent 
•** temple of the universe, where thou hast 
" placed me, may I ever be thy faithful 
" worshipper, and may the reverence and 
"the fear of God be the first sentiments 
" of my heart !" — It is to such considera- 
tion of God I would now recal your 
thoughts from the mine and the feast ^ as 
proper to check the spirit of levity and 
folly I and to inspire manly and becoming 
sentiments, in the place of criminal dissipa- 
tion* But, 

In. the second place, there is a consider- 
ation of a nature still more serious to be 
employed for thd same purpose ; the con- 
sideration of God as not only the Author 
of nature, but the Governor of his crea- 
tures. While we regard the work of the 
Lordy we arc also to consider the never-ceas. 
I 2 ing 
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SERMON ing operation of his hands. Wc are to look 
^^' up to an awful and irresistable Providence, 
stretching its arm over our heads 5 direct- 
ing the fate of men, and dispensing at 
its pleasure happiness or misery. In the 
giddy moments of jollity, the wanton and 
thoughtless are apt to say : " Let us eat and 
** drink y for to-morrow we die. Nothing 
" is better for man, than to rejoice as 
*' much as he can all the days of his vain 
*5 life 5 and to keep himself undisturbed- 
'^ by superstitious terrours. He who sit. 
" teth in the heavens bestows no minute 
" attention on the sons of earth. He per- 
** mits all things to come alike to all \ one 
*^ event to happen to the righteous and to the 
" wicked.'' — Be assured, my brethren, it 
is not so. You greatly deceive your, 
selves, by imagining that your Creator 
and Governour is indifferent to the part 
you are now actings or that the distri- 
bution of good and evil, which now takes 
place, has no relation to your moral eon- 
duct. In some instances, that relation may 
not be apparent ; because the moral govem- 
jnent of God is not completed in this worlds 
But a multitude of 'proofs shew governmeDt 

to 
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to be already begun 5 and point out to you sermom 
tbc train jti which you may expect it to 
proceed. 

In the history of all ages and nations, 
you cannot but have observed a thousand 
instances in which the operation of the divine 
band has been displayed j overtaking evil- 
doers sooner or later with punishment, and 
bringing on their own heads the ruin they 
had devised for others. You are not to 
imagine that this displeasure of Providence 
is exerted only against the ambitious, the 
treacherous, and the cruel, who are the 
authors of extensive misery to the world. 
Under this idea, perhaps you may be desir- 
ous to shelter yourselves, that your excesses 
are of a harmless kind ; that you seek no- 
thing more than the enjoyment of your own 
pleasures j that your feast and your ir/V 
interfere not with the order of tlie world ; 
and. that therefore you have done nothing 
which should awake the sleeping thun- 
der, and bring it down from heaven on 
your heads. Though not stained with 
the blackest colours of guilt, your con- 
^ duct may nevertheless be highly offen- 
sive to the Ruler of the world. His go- 

1 3 vernmcnt 
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SERMON vernment is not of that indolent inattcn-s 
^^' tive kind, which allows impunity to every 
lesser criminal. He beholds with displea- 
sure the behaviour of those who degrade 
their nature by vicious disorders , and con- 
taminate, by their example, every society 
with vvhich they are connected,. His mea- 
sures are taken, that, in one way or other, 
they shall suffer. 

Look around the circle of your ac- 
quaintance, and observe, whether they 
are not the sob?r, the industrious, and the 
virtuous, who visibly prosper in the world^^ 
and rise into reputation and influence ; ob- 
serve whether the licentious and intern* 
perate are not constantly humbled and 
checked by some dark reverse cither in 
their health or their fortune ; whether the 
irreligious and profligate are ever suffered 
to escape .long, without being marked with 
infamy, and becoming objects of con- 
tempt. — I ask, to what cause this is to be 
ascribed, but to that operation of the hand 
of God, which I am now calling you to 
consider ? Does it not obviously carry 
the marks of a plan, a system of things * 
(Contrived and fpre-ordain^d by Providence, 

'for 
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for rewarding virtue, and punishing vice sermon 
in every form of its disorders ? — The Go- ^'' 
vernor of the world need not for this pur- 
pose step from his throne, or put forth his 
hand from the clouds. With admirable 
wisdom he hath so ordered the train of 
human affairs, that, in their natural course, 
men's o%on wickedness shall reprove them^ 
and their backsUdings correct them ; that they 
shall be made to eat the fruit of their doings^ 
and to fall into the pit which themsehes had 
digged. 

These things have been always so ap- 
parent to observation, that though a man 
may have been seduced into irregular 
and evil courses during his life, yet, at 
the close of it, it seldom happens but he 
discerns tlieir pernicious nature, and con- 
demns himself for them. Nevqr, per- 
haps, was there a father, who, after he 
had spent his days in idleness, dissipation, 
and luxury, did not, whfen dying, admo- 
nish the children whom he loved, to hold 
a more honourable course, to follow the 
paths pf virtue, to fear God, and to fulfil 
properly the duties of their station.— To 
yovirselve?, indeed, I can confidently ap- 

I 4 peal, 
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SERMON *peal, whether what I am now saying, be 
not confirmed by your own testimony. 
After you have been guilty of some cri- 
minal acts, in the course of those riotous 
pleasures which you indulge, have you 
not, at certain times, felt the stings of 
remorse? Were you not obliged to con- 
fess to yourselves that a sad prospect of 
misery was opening before you, if such 
excesses were to continue? Did you not 
.hear an inward voice upbraiding you, for 
having sunk and degraded your charac- 
ter so far below that of many of your 
equals around you? — My friends, what 
was this but the voice of God, speaking, 
as the Governour of his creatures, within 
your heart; testifying loudly, that your 
course of life was displeasing to him ; 
;and warning you of punishments that 
were to follow. If his displeasure against 
you is already begun to be testified, can 
you tell where* it is to stop, or how long 
it may continue to pursue you, throughout 
future stages of your existence? Who 
knowetb the power of his wrath? — To 
this awful, this warning voice, will you 
ppt be persuaded reverently to listen ? Inj-r 

presse4 
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pressed by the dread authority which it car- sermon 
lies, shall you not fall down on your knees ^^' 
before your Maker, imploring his mercy to 
pardon youc past offences, and his grace to 
rectify your future way ? 

Such ought to be the effects of the con- 
sideration of God as the Governour of the 
world. It leads to thoughts of a very se- 
rious nature. When we regard the work of 
the Lord, and contemplate him as the Author 
of the universe, such contemplation prompts 
devotion. But when we consider the opera^ 
tton of his hands in providence, and contem- 
plate him as the Governour of mankind, such 
contemplation prompts humiliation before 
him for offences committed. The former 
addresses itself to the ingenuous sentiments 
that are left in the heart ; and awakens a 
sense of our unworthincss, in neglecting ths^ 
Author of nature amidst our riotous plea- 
sures. The latter addresses itself to our re- 
gard for safety and happiness 3 and awakens 
fear and dread, from consciousness of the 
guilt we have contracted. Hence springs 
up in every thoughtful mind, an anxious 
foijicern to gvert t^e disphasure, and regiain 

4 <^9 
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SERMON the favour of that Supreme Being to whom 
%^JL^ we are all subject. This, among unenlight^ 
ened nations, gave rise to sacrifices, expia- 
tions, and all the rites of humble though 
superstitious worship. Among nations, who 
have been instructed in true religion, senti- 
ments of the same nature pave the way for 
prayer, repentance, faith, and all those duties, 
by means of which we may hope, through 
a divine Mediator and Intercessor, to be 
reconciled to heaven. Natural ^nd revealed 
religion here appear in concord. We behold 
the original dictates of the human heart lay- 
ing a foundation for the glad reception of the 
comfortable tidings of the gospel, 

I ' HAVE thus endeavoured to shew in 
what manner, by regarding the^ 'work of the 
Lordy and considering the operation of his ' 
hands^ we may prevent the dangers arising 
from ^ thoughtless indulgence of pleasure ; 
we may be furnished with an antidote to 
the poison which is too often- mixed in that 
intoxicating cup, — Human life is full of 
troubles. We are ^11 tempted to alleviate 
them as much as we can, by freely enjoy- 
ing the pleasurable moments which Provi- 
dence 
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dcncc thinks fit to allow us. Enjoy then) sermon 
wc may: But, if we would enjoy them y^J!^i^ 
safely, and enjoy them long, let us temper 
tficm with the fear of God. As soon as this 
is forgotten and obliterated, the sound of 
the harp and the viol is changed into the 
signal of death. The serpent comes forth 
from the roses where it had lain in ambush, 
and gives the fatal sting. Pleasure in mo- 
deration is the cordial, in pxceg? it is th§ 
))anc, of life. 
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SERMON Vll. 

On the PRf:sENCE of God in a Futui^? 
State, 



Psalm xvi. ii. 

T^hou wilt shew me the path of life : In thy 
presejice is fulness of joy ; at thy right band 
there are pleasures for evermore. 

,, r|^ H E apostle Peter, in a discourse which 
SERMON I , , , , f 1 • 

VII. -*- . he held to the Jews, apphes this pas- 
sage, in ^ mystical and prophetical sense, to 
the Me^iah •*• But, in its literal and pri- 
mitive meaning, it expresses the exalted 
hopes by which the Psalmist David sup- 
ported himself amidst the changes and re^ 
volutions, of which his life was fulL By 

♦ Acts, ii. 25—- 28. 

these 
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these hopes when flying before Saiil, when sermom 
driven from his throne, and persecuted by 
an unnatural son, he was enabled to pre- 
serve his virtue, and to maintain unshaken 
trust in God. — In that early age of the 
world, those explicit discoveries of a state 
of immortality, which we enjoy, had not 
yet been given to mankind. But though 
the Sun of righteousness was not arisen, the 
dawn had appeared of that glorious day 
which he was ,to introduce. Even in those 
ancient times, holy men, as the Apostle 
writes to the Hebrews, saw the promises afar 
off'y and were persuaded of them^ and embraced 
them ; and, confessing that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on earth, declared that they 
sought after a better country, that is an hea- 
venly *• Indeed, in every age, God per- 
mitted such hopes to afford support and 
consolation to those who served him. The 
full effect of them we behold in those tri- 
umphait expressions of th9 text, which are 
to be the subcct of this discourse. They 
lead us to consider ; first. The hope of the 
psalmist in his present state ; Thou wilt shew 

• Heb. xi, ij — 16. 
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SERMON me the path of life. And, secondly, the ter-^ 
^^^' mination of his hope in that future state, 
where in the presence of God is fulness of joy y 
and at his right band there are pleasures for 
evermore. 

I. T!hou wilt shew me the path of life^ 
This plainly imports, that there are ^\{^ 
ititnt paths y or courses of conduct, which 
may be pursued by men in this world; 
a path which leads to life or happiness^ 
and a path which issues in death or de- 
struction. These opposite lines of con- 
duct are determined by the choice which 
men make of virtue or of vice; and hence 
men are divided into two great classes, 
according as their inclinations lead them 
to good or to evil. The path of life is 
often a rough and difficult path, followed 
only by a few. The opposite one is the 
broad way, in which the multitude walk; 
seemingly smooth, and strewed with flow- 
ers 3 but leading in the end to death and 
misery. T!he path of life conducts us up a^ 
steep ascent. The palace of virtue has, i^ 
all ages, beeij. represented as placed on the 
summit of a hill ; in the ascent of which 

labour 
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labour is requisite, and difficulties are to sermon 
be surmounted ; and where a conductor is »^JI^ 
needed, to direct our way, and to aid our 
steps. 

Now, the hope which good men enter- 
tain is, tliat \\\is path of life shall be shewn 
them by God -, that, when their intentions 
are upright, God will both instruct them 
concerning the road which leads to tme 
happiness, and will assist them to pursue 
it successfully. Among nations where any 
suitable ideas of God or of virtue began to 
be formed, hopes of this nature also began 
to be entertained. It was consonant to the 
nature of man, to think that 'the Supreme 
Being was favourable to virtue. Accord- 
ingly, in the writings of some of the an- 
cient philosophers, we find various obscure 
traces of this belief, that there was a benign 
heavenly Spirit, who illuminated the minds? 
of the virtuous, and assisted their endea- 
vours to obtain wisdom and happiness. 
They even asserted, that no man became 
great or good, without some inspiration of 
Heaven. 

But what they indistinctly conceived^ 
and could not with confidence rely upon, 

the 
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SERMON the doctrine of Christianity hath clearly. 
^'* explained and fully confirmed; expressly 
and frequently teaching, that, not only 
by the external discoveries of revelation, 
but by the inward operations of his Spi- 
rit, he shews to the humble and virtuous 
the path of life. While, by his word, 
he instructs them in their duty, by the 
influence of his grace he assists them in 
the performance of it» In all revelatioir 
there is certainly no doctrine more com- 
fortable than this. It is to good men 
a noble and pleasing thought, that they 
are pursuing a path which God has dis- 
covered and pointed out to them* For 
they know that every path, in which he 
is their conductor, must be- honourable, 
must be safe, must bring them in the end 
to felicity. They follow that Shepherd 
cf Israel y who always leads his flock into 
green pastures j and makes them lie down 
beside the still waters. At the same time, 
they know that, if there be truth in re- 
ligion at all, on this principle they may 
s-ecurely rest, that the Divine Being will 
never desert those who are endeavouring to 
follow out, as they can, tlie path which 

he 
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he has shewn theiii. He beholds them sermon 
here in a state of great imbecility; sur- ^'^• 
rounded with much darkness ; exposed to 
numberless dangers, from the temptations 
that assault them withput, and the seduc- 
tion of liiisguided and disorderly passions 
within. In this situation, can they ever 
suspect that the Father of mercies will 
leave his servants, alone and unbefriended, 
to struggle up the hill of virtue, without 
stretching forth a compassionate arm to aid 
their frailty, and to guide theiii through 
the bewildering paths of life ? Where were 
then the God* of love ? Where, those in- 
finite compassions of his nature, in which 
all his worshippers have been encouraged 
to trust ? — • No : He will send forth bis 
light and his truth t& bring them to his holy 
hill. For the righteous Lord loveth right-- 
eomness^ and his countenance beholdeth the 
upright. With him there is no oblique 
purpose, to turn him a^ide from favouring 
the cause of goodness. No undertaking 
to which he' has given his countenance 
shall prove abortive. No promise that he 
has niadie shall bie allowed to fail. Whom 
he loveth,. ^^ loveth to the endi T!he secret 
'Vol* IV. * K ' of 
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SERMON of the Lord is nvitb them that fear binSy and 
^^ be %vill shew them bis covenant. I'be meek 
will he guide in judgment y and them will 
he teach bis way. His grace shall be suf^ 
cient for tbem^ and bis strength be made 
perfect in their weakness. T*bey go from 
strength to strength j every one of them ap^ 
peareth before God in Zion *• — Such arc 
the hopes with which good men in the 
present life set forth on a course of piety 
and virtue. Thou wilt shew me the path 
of life. Let us now proceed, 

IL To consider the termination of these 
hopes in a future state. In thy presence is 
fulness if joy j at thy right band there are 
pleasures for evermore. All happiness as- 
suredly dwells with God. The fountain 
of life is justly said to be with him. That 
supreme and independent Being must ne- 
cessarily possess within himself every prin- 
ciple of beatitude ;. and no cause from 
without can possibly affect his untroubled 
felicity. Among created dependent beingsl, 
happiness flows in scattered and feeble 
streams; streams that are often tinged 

* Pfci. XXY. 14. ^. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Pfal, Ixxxiv. 7. 
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with the blackness of misery* But from s£Rmon 
before the throne of God issues the river ,_I^ 
of Hfe, full, unmixed, and pure ; and the 
pleasures, which now in scanty portions 
we are permitted to taste, are all derived 
from that source. Whatever gladdens the 
hearts of men or angels, with any real 
and satisfactory joy, comes from heaven. 
It is a portion of the pure influence flow-- 
ing from the glory of ibe Almighty i a ray 
issuing from the brightness of the everlasting 
life. It is manifest, therefore, that every 
approach to God must be an approach to 
felicity. The enjoyment of his imme- 
diate presence must be the consurnrna- 
tion of felicity; and it is to this pre- 
sence the Psalmist here expresses his hope^ 
that the path of ' life was to conduct 
him. 

The whole of what is implied in ar- 
riving at the presence of the Divinity, we 
cannot expect to comprehend. Such ex- 
pressions as these of Scripture, beholding 
the face of God ; beijig made glad with the 
light of his countenance y and satisfied with 
bis likeness ; seeing light in his light ; seeing 
no longer darkly as through a glass y but face 

K 2 to. 
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SERMON to fa^ce ; seeing him as he is \ are expressions 
^'^' ^ altogether mysterious, conveying sublime 
though obscure ideas of the most perfect 
happiness and highest exaltation of human 
nature. This we know, that the absence 
of God, the distance at which we are now 
placed from any commimication with our 
Creator, is one great source of our infeli- 
city. Faith exerts its ^endeavours, but often 
ineffectually, to raise *our souls to him. He 
is a God that hideth himself. His w^ays seem 
intricate and perplexed. We frequently 
cannot reconcile them to the conceptions 
which we had formed of his nature;, and 
with many a suspicion and doubt they per- 
plex the enquiring mind. His. works we 
survey with astonishment. We wonder 
and adore. But while we clearly trace the 
footsteps of their great Author, his presence 
we can never discern. We go fovxardy hut 
he is not there ^ and backward, but we can^ 
not perceive him -, on the left hand, where be 
worketh, but we cannot behold him -y he hi-- 
deth himself fin the right hand, that we cannot 
see'Jiim *. Hence, amidst the various sor- 
rows and discouragements of the present 



* Job^ xzili. 8, 9, 
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state, that exclamation of Job's is often sermon 
drawn forth from the pious heart, O that I ^"' 
knew nvere I might find him^ that I might 
come even to his seat / *. 

Surrounded by such distressing obscu-^ 
rity, no hope more transpofrting can ht 
opened to a good man, than that a period 
is to come when he shall be allowed to 
draw nearer to the author of his exist- 
ence, and to enjoy the sense of his presence. 
In order to convey some faint idea of that 
futui'e bliss, by such an image as we can 
now employ, let the image be taken from 
the most glorious representative of the Su- 
preme Being, with which we are acquainted 
in this world, the Sun in the heavens. A^ 
that resplendent luniinary clteers and re- 
vives the universe, when after the dark- 
ness of the tempestuous night, it cornes 
forth in the morning with its brightest 
lustre, and inspires every heart with glad- 
ness \ as ascending gradually through the 
heavens, it converts that whole vast ex- 
tent, over v/hich its beams are diffused, 
into a region of light ; and thus changes 

* J6b, xxiii.3, 
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SERMON entirely the state of objects by arraying 
'^* J all nature in beauty, and transforming it 
into the image of its own brightness :— 
Some such change as this, though in a 
degree infinitely superiour, we may conceive 
,the revelation of the Divine Presence to 
produce upon the human soul. / will 
behold thy face in righteousness j / shall be 
satisfied when I awake with thy likeness. — 
But, without endeavouring further to un- 
fold mysteries which we cannot explore, 
there are two sublime and expressive views 
of the Divine Essence given us in scrip- 
ture, on which it may be edifying that 
our thoughts should, rest for a little, in or- 
der to aid our conceptions of the blessed^ 
ness of good men hereafter, in the pre- 
sence of God. It is said, God is light * ; 
God is love f. Let us consider what ful- 
ness of joy must arise from such mani- 
festations of the Divine Essence to the 
blessed, 

God is Light, The revelation of his pre- 
sence infers, of course, a complete diffu- 

» I John, 1.5. f I John, iv. 8. 
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sion of light and knowledge among all sermon 
who partake of that presence. This un- 
questionably forms a primary ingredient 
©f happiness. Ignorance, or the want of 
light, is the source of all our present mis- 
conduct, and all our misfortunes. The 
heart of man is dark; and in the dark- 
ness of his heart is the seat of his corrup- 
tion. He is unable to discern what is 
truly good. Perpetually employed in 
search of happiness, he is perpetually mis- 
led by false appearances of it. The 
crrours of his understanding impose upon 
his passions ; and, in consequence of the 
wrong directions which his passions take, 
he is betrayed into a thousand disorders. 
Hence sensuality, covetousness, and all the 
violent contests with others about trifles, 
which occasion so much misery, and so 
many crimes in the world. He feedetb on 
asheSy a deceived heart bath turned him 
asidey that he cannot deliver his soul^ nor say^ 
Is ther€ not a lie in my right hand^f.^ 
Once open to him the^ perfect sources of 
knowledge and truth; suppose him^ placed 

# Isaiah, xliv. 20. 
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SERMON in the presence 0^ th?Lt God who is 
^|!: ^ Lights suppose him illuminated hj light 
derived , immediatejiy from the Suprem.e 
Being; presently all his former errours 
would fly away, as ipists ^e dispelled by 
the rising sup. His whole nature would 
be changed and reforjaed. The preju- 
dices which obscured his understanding 
would be removed. The sjeductions of his 
passions would disappear. Rectitude and 
virtue, having nothing now to obstruct 
their entrance, would take entire posses-. 
sion of his heart.. . Angels are happier 
than men, because they enjoy more en^ 
larged knowledge and views; becausp they 
labour under none of oijr unhappy dccep^ 
tions ; but see the truth ^s it is in its^elf ; 
see it, as it is in God. Sharing . the same 
light which illuminates them, good men 
in a future state will .sha;e in their fe- 
licity. 

Moreover, the light that flows from 
the presence of Him who i? the original 
source of light, not only banishes miseries 
which were the effects of former darkness 
})ut also confers the most exquisite enjoy- 

nient, 
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jment. The knowledge afforded us at 6E«mom 
pesent seracs to" siappiy oiir most pressing 1 ^^' 
wants ; but k do0s no more, Jt is always 
imperfect and unsatisfactcwry ; nay, much 
painful anxiety it often leiaves. Narrow 
is the sphere within which tlie tnind 
<:an see at all 3 and even there it can see 
only darkly* as through a glass. But when 
it shall be enlarged beyond this dusky 
territory, let loose from this earthly pri- 
son, and in C^d*s light permitted to see 
Kgbt^ the most magnificent and glorious 
i^ectaeles must open to the view of the 
purified spirit. What must it be- to be- 
hold the ^ whole stupendous scene of na- 
ture unveiled., and its hidden mysteries 
disclosed J To trace the wise and just 
government of the Almighty, through all 
those intricacies which had so long per-. 
plexed us ! To behold his hand conduct^ 
ing ten thousand worlds, which are now 
unknown to us ; and throughout all the 
regions of boundless space, to view wis- 
liom and goodness perpetually acting, and 
diversifying its operations in forms of 
endless varie,ty! Well may such discove- 
jries inspire jth^t song pf the blessed, which 

"^ the 
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ZEBiWQ^ the apostle John heard a$ the voice of many 
waters y and as the voice of mighty thunder^ 
ingSy sayings Alleluia! for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. Great and marvellous 
are thy works ^ Lord God Almighty! just 
and true are thy waysy thou King of saints * / 
As God is Light y so also it is said in scrip- 
ture, 

God is Love. His presence must of 
course diffuse love, among all who are 
permitted to dwell in it. He that Iwetb 
noty knoweth not God. He that dwelletb 
in love y dwelleth in God^ and God in him \. 
Were man a single, solitary being, the 
full enjoyment of light might suffice for 
his happiness J as the perfection of know- 
ledge would rectify and improve to the 
highest all his faculties^ But, both There 
and hereafter, he is connected with other 
beings. Heaven implies a society; and 
the felicity of that society is constituted 
by the perfection of love and goodness, 
flowing from the presence of the God of 
love. 

♦ Rev. XIX. (5. ; xv. 3, f i John, it. 8. 16. 

Hence 
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Hence follows the entire purification of sermon 

VII 

human nature from all those malevolent 
passions, which have so long rendered our 
abode on^ earth the abode of misery. We 
greatly deceive ourselves, when we charge 
our chief distresses merely to the account 
of our extefn^ condition in the world. 
From the disadvantages attending it, I ad- 
mit, that we may often have been exposed 
to suffer. We have met with dis- 
appointments in our pursuits. By the 
arrows of misfortune, we may ^havc 
been wounded. Under infirmities of 
body, we may have languished. But pn 
this we may depend, that the worst evils 
of our present condition arise from the 
want of goodness and love j from the dis- 
orders of selfish passions 5 frojsn the irrita- 
tion which these occasion when working 
within ourselves, and the distress which 
they produce when breaking out upon 
us from others; in a word from that, 
corrupted state of temper, and that recipro- 
cation of jealousies, suspicions, and inju- 
ries, which is ever taking place among 
the societies of men. Could you banish 
distrust^ craft, and uncharitaWeness, from 

the 
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SERMON th^ earth, and form all mankind into an 
assembly of the just and the benevolent ; 
could you inspire every heart with kind 
affections, and render cveiy one friendly 
and generous to his neighbour ; you would 
banish at once the most afflictive tribe of 
human evils. Seldom would the voice of 
complaint be heard. All nature would 
assume a different aspect; Cheerfulness 
would be seen in every countenance. Pa- 
radise would return. The. wilderness 
would smile; the deiart rejoice and blossom 
as the rose.-^'Novr such are the effects 
which the presence of the God of love 
must produce on the inhabitants above, 
hebolding his glory, they are changed into 
the same image. In that temple of eternal 
love, which his presence has hallowed and 
consecrated, no sound but the voice of 
harmony is ever heard; no appearances 
ever present themselves but those of peace 
and joy. 

Thus, considering God under these two 
illustrious characters which are given of 
him in scripture, as Light, and as Love, it 
follows that in his presence there must be 

fuhiess 
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fulness of joy. But ' I am far from saying sermon 
that the few imperfect hints I have now ^"* 
given exhaust, or even approach to the sum 
of those pleasures for evermore which are at 
God's right band. Ten thousand plea- 
sures are there, which now we have nei- 
ther faculties to comprehend, nor powers 
to enjoy. Behind that mysterious cloud, 
which covers the habitation of eternity, 
the view of mortals cannot penetrate. 
Content with our humble and distant 
situation, we must as yet remain. Faith 
can only look to those glories from afar. 
In patient silence, it must wait, trust, and 
adore. 

Supposing the ideas which I have set 
before you, in this discourse, to be no 
more than the speculations of a contem- 
plative mind, such as were wont of old 
to be indulged by the philosophers of the 
Platonic school, still they would deserve 
attention, on .account of their tendency to 
purify and elevate the mind. But when 
they are considered in connection with a 
revelation, which, upon grounds the most 
unquestionable, we believe to be divine, 
they are entitled to command, not atten- 
tion 
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sERnioN tion only, but reverence and faith.^They 
^ present to us such high expectations 
as arc sufficient to determine every reason- 
able man to the choice of virtue ; to sup- 
port him under all its present discourage- 
ments, and to comfort him in the hour 
of death. Justly may they excite in our 
hearts, that ardent aspiration of the Psalm- 
ist: My soul thirsteth for God^ for the 
living God 'y Oh! when shall I come^ and ap- 
pear before him I — But, with this wish in 
our hearts, never, I beseech you, let us 
forget what was set forth in the first part 
of this discourse; that in order to arrive 
at the presence of God, the path of life 
must previously be shewn to us by him, and 
that in this path we must persevere to 
the end. These two things cannot be dis- 
joined, a virtuous life and a happy eter- 
nity. Who shall ascend unto the hill of the 
Lord? and who shall stand in his holy 
place? He only who hath clean hands and 
a pure heart. Between a corrupted heart 
and the God of light and love, there 
never can be any connection. But of 
this we may rest assured, that the path of 
piety and virtue, pursued with a firm and 

constant 
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constant spirit, will, in the end, through sermon 
the merits of our blessed Redeemer, bring ^J^ 
us to that presence, where is fulness of 
joy^ and where are pleasures for evermore. 
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SERMON VIIL 

On Curiosity concerning the Affairs 
of others. 



John, xxi. 21, 22. 

Peter seeing him^ saith to Jesus^ Lord^ and 
what shall this man do ? Jesus saith unto 
hiniy If I will that he tarry till I come^ 
what is that to thee ? Follow thou me. 

SERMON rriHESE words occurred in a confer-* 
JL ence which our Lord held with 
Simon Peter, after his resurrection from 
the dead. Conscious of the disgrace which 
he had incurred by his late denial of his 
Master, Peter must at this time have ap- 
peared before him with shame. Our Lord, 
after a tacit rebuke, implied in the question 
which he repeatedly puts to him, Simon^ 

4 ^^^^ 
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m ofjomzs^ Imett thou me? festores hiin, wrmok 

with great benigttity, to his office as. an 

apostie, by giving the commandment tO 

fud his sheep *y ztid intimates also, that it 

should be his lot to suffer . death ih ikt 

cause of his Master. The apostle Johnj 

distinguished here by tlie demaiiinalian o£ 

the discipie whom ^esus lo'Dedy hang prcw 

sent at itliis convei'sationi Peters^ who was 

always eager and forward, looking to John^ 

puts this question to oiir Saviour^ Lord^ 

and what shall this man dof .*' What shall 

^^ be his employmait ? what his rahfc and 

^* station in thy kingdom ? what his future 

^* fate ih life?"s-i.By what principlei, Peter 

was moved to put this unseasdnable and 

improjper question to his Master ; whether 

it arose from mere curibsityi or from some 

emotion of rivalship and jealousy^ docs 

not appear ; but it is plain that our Lord 

Was dissatisfied With the inquiry which 

he made; arid presently he checks Peter's 

'curiosity, by a severe reply ; ff%at is that 

to thee ? *^ What is it to thee wiiat thisL 

^* man ihalldo; what shall be his rarik j or 

'^ what the Circumstance of his life of his 

** death ? Attend thou to thine own duty* 

Vol. IV. L ^*Mind 
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J46 On Curiosity ioncerning 

asRMON ^* Mind thy proper concerns. Fulfil the 
*' part which I have allotted to thee. Fol- 
" low thou me."' — The instruction which 
arises from this conversation of our Lord's 
with Peter, is, That all prying inquiries 
into the state, circumstances, or character 
of others, are reprehensible and improper j 
that to every man a particular charge is 
assigned by his Lord and Master, the fulfil- 
ment of which ought to be the primary object 
of his attention, without officiously thrusting 
himself into the concerns of others. The 
illustration of these points shall make the 
subject of the present discourse. 

That idle curiosity, that inquisitive and 
meddling spirit, which leads men to pry 
into the affairs of their neighbours, is re- 
prehensible on three accounts. It interrupts 
the good order, and breaks the peace of 
society. It brings forward and nourishes 
several bad passions. It draws men aside 
from a proper attention to the discharge of 
their own duty. 

It interrupts, I say, the order, and 
breaks the peace of society. In this world 

we 
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wc arc linked together by many ties. We sermon 
are bound by duty, and we arc prompted "^^"^ 
by interest, to give, mutual assistance, and 
to perform friendly offices to each other. 
But those friendly offices are performed 
to most advantage, when we avoid to 
interfere unnecessarily in the concerns of 
our neighbour, . Every man has his own 
part to act, has his own interest to consult, 
has affairs of his own to manage, which 
his neighbour has no call to scrutinise. 
Human life then proceeds in its most na- 
tural and orderly trkin, when every one 
keeps within the bounds of his proper 
province ; when, as long as liIs pursuits 
arc fair and lawful, he is allowed^ with- 
out disturbance, to conduct them in his 
own way. T^at ye study to be quiet ^ and 
to do your own business "^y is the apostoli- 
cal rule, and indeed the great rule, for 
preservation of harmony and order. But 
so it is, that, in every age, a set of men 
have existed, who>, driven by an unhappy 
activity of spirit, oftener perhaps than by 
any settled design of doing ill, or any mo^ 

• I Theu. iv. II. 

L 2 tives 
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SERMON lives of ambition or interest, love to inter- 
^'^^* mcddk where they have no concern, to 
inquire into the private affairs of others., 
and, from the imperfect information which 
thejr collect, to form conclusions concerning 
their drc»m*tancc$ and character. These 
are they who, in scripture, are charac- 
terised as tat/ersy and busy . bodies in other 
m^iis matters^ and from whom we are called 
to ttirn away. 

Thdiigh persons of this description 
should be pronypted by nothing biat vain 
curiosity,, theiy arcy nevertheless, dangerous 
iroubla's of the world. While they con- 
ceive thertselvds to be inoifensire, theyaa 
sowing dissension and feuds. Crossing the. 
lines in which others mo^e, they drelte 
confusion, and awaken resentment;. For 
every raan conceives himself to be in- 
jured, when he finds another inlr^ii>g inta 
his aftairs, and, without any title, taking: 
upon him to examine his cond^ct^ Bting^ 
improperly ^nd unnecessarily di^urbedy 
he claims the right of disturbing lA hi«^ 
turn those who wantonly have trotihttd 
him. Hence, many a friendship has been 
broken; the peace of many a family has^ 

been 
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been overthrown ; and much bitter and sermon 
lasting discord has been propagated through ^"'' 
society. 

While tMs spirit of meddling curio* 
5ity injures so considerably the peace and 
good order of the world, it also nourishes 
among individuals who are addicted to 
it, a multitude of bad passions. Its most 
fretjuent source is mere idleness, which, ir> 
itself a vice, never fails to engender many 
vices more. The mind of man cannot be 
long without some food to nourish the ac* 
tivity of its thoughts. The idle, who have 
no nourishment of this sort within them- 
selves, feed their thoughts with inquiries 
into the conduct of their neighbours. 
The inquisitive and curious are always 
talkative. What they icarn, or fancy 
themselves to have learned, concerning 
others, they are generally in haste to di- 
vulge. A tale which the maiiciou's have 
invented, and the credulous have pro- 
pagated; a rumour which, arising among 
the multitude, and transmitted by, one to 
another, has, iti every step of its progress^ 
gained fresh additions, becomes in the end 

L 3 the 
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sjiRMO)^ the foundation of confident assertion, and 
^ '' of rash and severe judgment* 

It is often by a spirit of jealousy and 
rivalry, that the researches of such persons 
aie prompted. They wish to discover some- 
thing that will bring down their neigh- 
bour's character, circumstances, or reputa- 
tion, to the level of their own; or that will 
flatter them with an opinion of their owa 
superiority. A secret malignity lies at 
the bottpm of their inquiries. It may be 
concealed by an affected show of candour 
and impartiaUty> It may even be veiled 
with the appearance of a friendly concern 
for the interest of others, and with af- 
fected apologies for their failings. But 
the hidden rancour is easily discovered,-?- 
While, therefore, persons pf this descrip- 
tion trouble the pe^ce pf society, they at 
the same time ppison their own minds 
with malignant passion^. Their disposi- 
tion j§ entirely the reverse pf th^t ainiable 
spirit of charity, opt which pur religion 
Jays so gref^t a stress, Charjty (ov^retb 
fhe multitude of sins \ but "this prying and 
rneddling spirit seeks to discovfr and di- 
y»lg9 th^Wf Cbarity t^inkcth n9 ^^U} b^t 

this 
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this temper inclines us always to suspect sermon 
the worst. Charity rejoicetb not in iniquity j 
this temper triumphs in the discovery 
of errours and failings. Charity, like the 
sun, brightens every object on which it 
shines ; a censorious disposition casts 
eveiy character into the darkest shade it 
will bear. 

It is to be farther observed, that all 
impertinent curiosity about the affairs of 
others tends greatly to obstruct personal 
reformation; as it draws men's thoughts 
aside from what ought to be the chief ob- 
ject of attention, the improvement of their 
own heart and life. They who are so 
officiously occupied about their neighbours, 
have little leisure, and less inclination, to 
observe their own defects, or to mind their 
own duty. From their inquisitive re- 
searches, they find, or imagine they find, 
in the behaviour of others, an apology 
for their own failings : And the favourite 
result of their inquiries generally is to rest 
satisfied with themselves. They are at 
least as good, they think, as others around 
them. The condemnation which they 
h 4 pass 
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SERMON pass on the vices of their neighbours, they 
J[^^[^ interpret ta be a sentiment of virtue in 
themselves. They become thos^ hypocrites 
described by Qur Lord, who see clearly 
the mote that is in their neighbour s eye^ 
while they discern j^ot the beam that is in their 

In opposition to such a character as thisj^ 
the doctrine plainly inculcated by the text 
iSy that to every man a particular charge 
is giv^n by his Lord and Master, a part isi 
assigned Him by Providence to act; that 
to this lie ought to bend his chief attention^ 
and, instead of scrutiuising the character 
OF Stat? of others, ought to think of himr 
self, and leave them to stand or fall by their 
own tnaster. What shall this man do f said 
Feter. What^ replies our Lprd, is that to tbeer 
Follow thou me. 

Where persons possess any important 
station, or' distinguished rank in the worlds 
the application of this doctrine to them is 
manifest. If they have any candour, they 
Cannot refuse to acknowledge that God 
and the world have a title to expect from 
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them a diligent attention to their jpropcr sermon 
part in life ; and that to waste their time 
in idle inquiries about others, with whom 
diey have nothing to do, is reprehensible 
and sinful. But there are multitudes of 
mankind, to whom this appears in a very 
different light. They are humble and 
private men, who are willing to conceive 
themselves as of little importance in the 
world. Havi#ig no extensive influence, 
and no call, as they think, to distinguish 
themselves by active exertions Ir any 
sphere; they imagine that they may inno- 
cently lead an idle life, and indulge their 
airiosity, by canyassing at pleasure the. 
pharact^r and the behaviour of those- 
around them. With persons of this der 
scription ?very SQsiety too much abounds.^ 
—My brethren, no ov\^ QVght to consider 
himself as insignificant in the sight of God. 
In our several stations we ai'e all sent forth 
to be labourers in God's vineyard. Every 
man has his work allotted, his talent com- 
mitted to him ; by tlie due improvement 
of which he might, in one way or other, 
serve God, promote virtue, and be useful 
in the wprld. Occupy till I come, is the 

charge 
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SERMON charge given to all Christians without ex- 
ception. To be entirely unemployed and 
idle, is the prerogative of no one, in any 
rank of life. 

Even that sex, whose task is not to 
mingle in the labours of public and active 
business, have their own part assigned them 
to act. In the quiet of domestic shade, 
there are a variety of virtues to be ex- 
ercised, and of important duties to be dis* 
charged. Much depends on tliem for the 
maintenance of private ceconomy and or- 
der, for the education of the young, and 
for the relief and comfort of those whose 
functions engage them in the toils of the 
world. Even where no such female duties 
occur to be performed, the care of prepa- 
ring for future usefulness ; and of attaining 
such accomplishments as procure just esteem, 
is laudable. In such duties and cares, how 
far better is time employed, than in that 
search into private concerns, that circula- 
tion of rumours, those discussions of the 
conduct, and descants on the character of 
others, which engross conversation so much, 
and. which end, for the most part, in severity 
Qf^ensur?? 

In 
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In whatever condition we are placed, to sermom 
act always in character, should be our con. 
stant rule. He who acts in character, is above 
contempt, thdUgh his station be low. He 
vfrho acts out of character, is despicable, 
.though his station be ever so high. What 
is that to thee^ what this man or that man 
iioes ? Think of what thou oughtest to 
do thyself; of what is suitable to thy 
character and place; of what the world 
.has a title to expect from thee. Every 
excursion of vain curiosity about others, is 
a subtraction from that time and thought 
which was due to ourselves and due to 
God. Having gifts^ says the apostle Paul, 
differing according to the grace that is given 
USy whether ministry^ kt us wait on our mi-- 
ni string', or he that teachethy on teachings 
or he that exhorteth^ on exhortation. IJe that 
givetby let him do it with simplicity \ he that 
ruletby with diligence ; he that fhe'voeth mercy ^ 
%vith cheerfulness"^. 

In the great circle of human affairs, 
tJi?r? is room for every ope to be busy 

# ^sn. xii. ^J). 

• ar.d 
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sBRMCN and wclUemjf)loyed in Ks 6wn pro\4ftcc, 
"^^ • without encroaching upon that oi others. 
It is the province of supcriotxrs to direct 5 of 
iiiferiours, to obey ; of thc*learned, to bfe 
instinictivfc ^ of the ignorant, to be doeiJe ^ 
of the old, to tre communicative ; of the 
young, to be advisable and di%ent. Art 
thou poor? Show thyself active and vti^ 
dustripu^, peaceable and contented. Art 
thou wealthy? Show thyself bcnefkctit 
and charitabb, condescending and hu- 
mane. If thou livcst much in the world, 
it is thy duty to make the light of a good 
example §hin? cDnspicuously before others. 
If thou livest private and retired, it is thy 
business to improvg thine own mind, and 
to add, if thou canst do no more, onig 
faithful subject to the Messiah's kingdom. 
There is indeed no man so sequestere4 
from attiye life, but within bis own nar- 
row sphere he may find some opportuni-^ 
tics of doing good 5 of cultivating friends 
ship, promoting peace, and discharging 
many of these lesser offices of humanity" 
and kindness, which are within the reach 
of every one, and which we all owe to 
one another, In all th§ various relation^ 

which 
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whkh subsist amoi^ us in life, as husband sermom 
and wife, master and servants, parents ^^'^' 
and children, relations and friends, rulers 
and subjects, innumerable duties stand 
ready* to be performed; innumerable calls 
to virtuous activity present themselves 
on every hand, sufficient to fill up with 
advantage and honour the whole time of 
man. 

There is, in particular, one great and 
compitihen^ive object of attention, which, 
in the text, is placed in direct opposition to 
that idle curiosity reprehended by our 
Loi'd 5 tliat is, to follow Christ. Follow 
tbdu mci What this man or that man 
does ; how he employs his time; what use 
he? makes of his talents; how he succeeds 
in the world; are matters, concerning which 
the information we receive can never be oi 
great importance to us; often, is of na 
importance at all^ But how our Saviour 
behaved while he was on earth, or how, in 
otir situation y he would have behaved, ard 
Inatters of the highest moment to every 
Christian w 

The eommaiidm^t given in the text, 
8 to 
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SERMON to follow hinty includes both observance 
of his words, and imitation of his ex- 
ample. The words of Christ contain, as wc 
all know,' the standing rule of our life. 
His example exhibits the great model on 
which our conduct ought to be formed; 
and it is to this that the precept here deli- 
vered directly refers. — Examples have great 
influence on alL But by all human exanfi- 
pies, we are in danger of being occasion- 
ally misled. We are ever obliged to be on 
our guard, lest the admiration of what is 
estimable, betray us into a resemblance of 
what is blemished and faulty. For the 
most perfect human characters, in the 
midst of their brightness and beauty, are. 
always marked with some of those dark 
5.pots which stain the nature of man. 
But our Lord possessed all the virtues of 
the greatest and best men, without par- 
taking any of their defects. In him, all 
was light without a shade, and beauty 
without a stain. — At the same time, his 
e;Kample is attended with this singular ad- 
vantage, of being more accommodated 
than any other to general imitation. It 
was distinguished by no unnatural auste- 

ritieSi 
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ritics, no affected singularities ; but exhi- sermon 
bits the plain and simple tenor of all' those" ^^^[^ 
virtues for which we have most frequent 
occasion in ordinary life. In order to' 
render it of more universal benefit, our 
Lord fixed his residence in no particular 
place ; he tied himself down to no par-" 
ticular calling, or way of living ; but gives 
us the opportunity of viewing his beha- 
viour, in that variety of lights which 
equally and indifferently regard all man- 
kind. His life was divided between the* 
retired and the active state. . Devotion and 
business equally shared it,. In the discharge 
of that high ofiice with which he was 
vested, we behold the perfect model of a 
public character; and we behold the most 
beautiful example of private life, when 
we contemplate him among his' disciples,' 
as a father in the midst of his family. — 
By such means he has exhibited before us 
specimens of every kind of virtue ; and to 
all ranks and classes of men has afforded a 
pattern after which they may copy. Hard- 
ly is there any emergency which can occur 
in life, but from some incident in our Sa-- 
viour'? conduct, from some feature dis- 

4 played 
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SEKMON plajTCd in his character, w€ are enabled to 
say to ourselves, " Thus Christ would have 
" spoken, thus he would have acted, thus 
** he would have suffered, if he had been 
** circumstanced as we are now/' 

Instead, therefore, of thinldng of thy 
neighbours around thee, and of inquiring 
how they behave, keep Christ in thine eye, 
and in thy whole conduct follow him* 
Follow him in his steady and conscientious 
discharge of duty, amidst opposition from 
evil men and a corrupted world. Follow 
him in his patient submission to his Fa-^ 
ther's will, and the calmness of his spirit 
under all trials* Follow him in his acts 
of disinterested benevolence^ in his com- 
passion to the uhhappyj in his readiness toi 
oblige, to assist, and to relieve. Imitate the 
mildness ^nd gentleniSss of his ihamiersi 
Irtlitate the aiF;^bility and condescension 
which appeared in his behaviour. Imitate 
the uncbrrupted simplitity and purity which 
distinguished his whale life; 

These arc; much worthier and nobler 
cbjtcts of your attention, than any of those 
trifling varieties which you tan explore 

and 
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and discover in the - eharacter of those^ sermon 
among whom you live* ' By lifting your ^ ^^^^* 
view to so high a standard, you will be 
preserved from descending to those ftitile* 
and corrupting employments of thought^ 
which occupy the idle, the vain, and the 
malignant. It is incredible, how much 
time and attention are thrown away by 
men in examining the affairs of others, 
and discussing their conduct. Were their 
time and attention thrown away only, the 
evil would, in some degree, be less. But 
they are worse than thrown away ) they 
are not merely fruitless, but productive of 
much mischief. Such a habit of thought 
IS connected with a thousand vices. It is 
the constant source of rash and severe cen- 
sure. It arises from envy and jealousy. 
It foments ill-nature and pride. It pro- 
pagates misunderstanding and discord. AH * 
those evils would be prevented, if the 
reproof which our Lord administe s in the 
text came oftencr home, with ])roper au-^ 
thority to the jeflection of men : tf^hat is 
that to thee ? Each of us have more mate- 
rial and important business of our own 
to fulfil. Our task is assigned ; our part; 
Vol. IV. M allotted. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



Vlil. 



162, On Curmity^ &c. 

SERMON ^Hotted. Did we suitably examine how that 
part was performed, we should be less dis- 
posed to busy ourselves about the concerns 
of others. We rfiould discover many a 
disorder to be corrected at home ;'*many 
a weed to be pulled out from our own 
grounds ; much remaining to Ke done, in 
order to render ourselves useful in this 
world, and fit for a world to come. — 
Wherefore, instead of being critics- on 
others, let us employ our criticism on our- 
selves. Leaving others to be judged by 
Him who searcheth the heart, let us implore 
his assistance for enabling us lo act well our 
own part, and to follow Christ. 
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SERMON IX; 

On our present Ignorance of the 
Ways of God. 



J0HN3 xiii* y* 

y^Sus answered arid said untt> hiniy What 1 
doy thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know bertaftef. 

rriHESE words of our Lord were oc* sermon 
X casioned by a circumstance in his be- ^^• 
haviour which appeared mysterious to his 
disciples. When about to celebrate his 
last passover, he meant to give theip an 
instructive lesson of condescension and 
humility* The mode which he chose for 
delivering this 'instruction> was the cmble* 
matical action of washing their feet. When 
M 2 Simon 
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SERMON Simon Peter saw his Master addressing 
^^* ^ himself to the performance of so menial an 
office, he exclaims with the greatest sur- 
prise, Lord^ dost thou 'mash my feet ? Our 
Lord replies, in the words of the' text, 
What I doy tbofu knowest not now^ but . thou 
shalt know hereafter. " My behaviour in 
*^ this instance, may seem unaccountable 
" to you at present; but you shall after- 
" wards receive a satigfactory explanation 
*' of the intent of that symbol which I 
•' now employ/' 

The expressions of a Divine Person^ 
on this occasion, can very naturally and 
properly be applied to various instances, 
where the conduct of Providence, in the 
, administration of human affairs, remains 
dark and mysterious' to us. JVhat I doy 
thou knowest not now. We must for a 
while be kept in ignorance of the designs 
of Heaven/ But tliis ignorance, though 
necessaiy at present, is not always to 
continue. A ' time shall come when a 
commentary should be afFordM on all that 
is now obscure; when the ^ei! of mystery 
shall be removed ; and full satisfaction 
be given to every rational mind. Tibou 
'5 ^ shaU 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t>f the Ways of God. 165 

sbalt know hereafter. This is the doctrine sermom 
which I purpose to illustrate in the follow- ^ ^ 
ang discourse* 

!• Our Saviour's words lead us to 
observe, that many things in the conduct 
of Providence are at present mysterious 
and unintelligible. The truth of this ob- 
servation will not be called in question. It 
is indeed very readily admitted by all ; 
and ever since the beginning of the world 
has been the foijndation of many a com- 
plaint, and of much scepticism concern- 
ing the government of Heaven. — That 
human affairs are not left to roll on ac- 
cording to mere chance, and that Provi- 
dence interposes in them to a certain de- 
gree^ is made evident by various tokens 
to every candid mind. But the perplexity 
jmd trouble of the thoughtful inquirer 
arises from observing that Providence ap- 
pears not to pursue any r^ular or consistent 
plan. An unaccountable ftiixture of light 
and darkness presents itself to us, when 
we attempt to trace the affairs of the 
world up to any wise and righteous admi- 
nistration. ' We see justice ^nd order begun ; 
M 3 but 
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SERMON tjyt oa many occasions they seem to' be 
(iesertcd. The ray of light which we had 
traced for a while, suddenly forsakes us \ 
^nd, wh^re. we.had looked for the conti- 
nuance of ordeir, w? meet with confusion 
and disappointment.-— For instance ; when 
we ex^ine the constitution of the human 
inind^ we discern evident marks of its' being 
frjimed with a view to favour and reward 
virtue. Conscience is cndpwed with signal 
authority to check vice. It brings home 
uneasiness and remorse to the bad ; and it 
sop iis arid supports the righteous with selfr 
approbation and peace. The ordinary course 
pf human things is niade to coincide in 
some degree with ''this constitution of our 
nature. The worthy and the good are, in 
general^ ho^ioured and esteemed. He that 
walketh uprightly is, for the most part, 
found to walk surely. The chief misfor- 
tunes that befal us in life can be traced to 
some vices or follies which we have comr 
mitted; and it almost never happens but 
the sinner s own wickedness is made^ sooner 
or later, to reprove him^ and his backsliding^ 
to correct him. 

All this carries the impress of a just 

Providenc? 
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Providence, of a wise and a benevolent sermon 
administration of the universe. We pan- ^^^1^ 
not avoid perceiving that the Almighty 
hath set his throne for judgment. At the 
same time^ when we pursue our enquiries, 
the Almighty appears to hold baei the face 
pf his throne^ and to spread his cloud upon 
it *. For in looking abroad into the world, 
how many scenes do we behold which are 
far from corresponding with any ideas 
we could form of the government of Hea- 
ven ? Many nations of the earth we see 
lying. in a state of barbarity and misery; 
sunk in such gross ignoraTnce as de- 
grades them below the rank of rational 
beings ; or abandoned to be the prey of 
cruel oppression and tyranny. When we 
look to the state of individuals around us, 
we hear the lamentations of the unhappy 
on every hand. We meet with weep- 
ing parents, and mourning friends. We 
behold the young cut off in. the flower 
of their day$, and the aged left desolate 
in the midst of sorrows. The useful and 
virtuous are swept away, s^nd the worths- 

* 

♦ Job, %xn. 9* 

M 4 l^ss 
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SERMON lesfS left to flourish. The lives of tlic 
^^' Jbcst men are often filled with discourage- 
ments and disappointed hopes. Merit lan- 
guishes in neglected solitude ; and vanity 
and presumption gain the admiration of 
the world. From the scourge of calumny, 
and from the hand of violence, the in- 
jured- look up to God as the Avenger of 
their cause ; but often ^they look up in vain. 
He is a God that bideth himself. He dwcl- 
leth, as to them, in the secret place of 
darkness ; or, if he dwelleth in light, it 
is in light to lihich , no man can approach. 
Resignation may seal up their lips ; but 
in silence they drop the tear and mourn 
v^hile they adore. 

Such, it must not be dissembled, arc 
the diffieulties v^hich encounter us when 
we attempt to trace the present ways, of 
God. At the same time, upon reflection, 
wc may be satisfied that causes can be as- 
signed for things appearing in this un- 
favourable light ; and that there is no rea- 
son to be surprised at the divine conduct 
being mysterious at present. 

The 
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The monarchy of the universe is a grdat skrmon 
and complicated system. It comprehends 
numberless generations of men, who arc 
brought forth to act their parts for pur- 
poses unknoWn to us. It includes two 
worlds^ at once; the world that now is, 
and which is , only a small portion of 
existence j and a world that is to come, 
which endures for eternity. To us, no 
mor« than the beginnings of things arc 
visible. We see only some broken parts 
of a great whole. We trace but a few 
links of that chain of being, which, 
by secret connections, binds together 
the present and the future. Such know- 
ledge is afforded us as is sufficient for 
supplying the exigencies and wants of 
our present state ; but it does no more. 
Peeping abroad from a dark corner of the 
universe, we attempt ii> vain to explore 
the counsels that govern the world. It is 
an attempt to sound an unfathomable deep 
with a scanty line; and with a feeble 
wing to ascend above the stars. In any 
complicated work, even of human art, it 
is found necessaiy to be acquainted with 
the design of the whole, in order to judge 

of 
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SERMON of the fitness of its parts. In a scheme 
K^J^^ so complex as the administration of the 
world, where all the parts refer to one 
another, and where what is seen is often 
subordinate to what is invisible, how is it 
possible but our judgments must be often 
erroneous, and our complaints ill-founded ? 
Jf a peasant or a cottager be incapable of 
judging of the government of a mighty- 
empire, is it surprising that we should b* 
at 9- loss concerning the conduct, of the 
Almighty towards his creatures ? ffl:>at I do, 
thou knowest not no^w. 

. But, on tliis argument still more can 
be said for our satisfaction. We are to 
observe, that complete information re- 
specting the ways of God, not only was 
not to be expected here ; but, moreover, 
that it would have been hurtful, if granted 
to us in our present state. It would 
have proved inconsistent with that state; 
with the actions which We have to perform 
ih it, and the duties we have to folfil. 
: Jt would - indeed have overthrown the 
whole design of our- being placed in 
this wprld, W? are placed here un- 
der 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



of the Ways of God. lyi 

(ler the trial of our virtue. Ignorance skrmoi* 
of the events that are ordained to befal ^_^^ 
jjs, ignorance of the plans and decrees of 
jHeaven, eiiter necessarily into a state of 
triaL In order to exercise both our intel- 
lectual and moral powers, and to carry them 
forward to improvement, we must be left 
to find pur way in the midst of difficulties 
and doubts, of hardships and sufferings^ 
We must be taught to act our part with 
constancy, though the reward of our con- 
stancy be distant. We must learrt to bear 
with patience whatever our Creator judges 
proper to lay upon us, though we see riot 
the reason of the hardships he inflicts. If 
we were let into the secret pf the whole pUn 
of Providence; if ^ the justice of Heaven 
were, in every step of its procedure, made 
manifest to our view, man would no longer 
be the creature he now is, nor would hjs 
present state answer any purpose of discipline 
or trial/ 

Mystery and darkness, ^erefore, must 
of necessity now take place in the course 
of things. Our present state can be no 
other than a stat? pf twilight or dawn, 

wherp 
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SERMON where dubious forms shall often present 
i.^^L_j themselves to us, and where we shall find 
ourselves in a middle condition between 
complete light and total darl^iess. Had 
we enjoyed no evidence of a just Judge 
ruling the earth, and of his providence inter- 
posing in our affairs, virtue would have been 
altogether deprived of its encouragement and 
support. Had the evidence, on the other 
hand, been so strong as to place the hand of 
the Almighty constantly before our eyes, the 
intention of our present existence would 
have been defeated, and no trial of virtue 
have remained. Instead, therefore,' of com- 
plaining of the obscurity which at present 
covers the conduct of Providence, we see 
that, on the whole, we have reason tp sub- 
jnit and adore. 

II. The text suggests that, though what 
God is doing, or what he intends to do, 
we know net noWy yet there is ground to 
believe,- that at some future period we 
shall receive information. TVhat I do^ tbou 
knowest not now^ but thou shalt know here-- 
after. The question here arises, what that 

hereafter 
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htreafur is, to which we arc t© look for the sermon 
solution of our present doubts ? 

In the .first J>tacCj hereafter may, on 
some occasions, refer to the subsequent 
course of events in this world. It often 
happens that the consequences of things 
throw light on the designs of God- The 
history of Providence, in proportion as it 
advances, disembroils itself. Thou2;h our 
present condition forbids extensive and 
complete information, yet as much is 
sometimes allowed to appear as gives us 
fevoiirable openings into the righteous and 
benevolent counsels of Heaven .—Thus in 
the public affairs of the world it has been 
frequently seen, that from the most un- 
promising causes important and benefi- 
cent effects have, in the sequel, arisen. 
In our own country, at one period, the 
violent passions of a prince gave beginning 
to the Reformation, At another period 
arbitrary attempts against religion and 
liberty occasioned thcit happy Revolution 
which has formed the sera of national 
prosperity. In many instances;, the ivratb 
of man has been made to praise God. Those 

wars 
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SBRMON wars and commotions that shake the moral 
^^' world have answered similar purposes with 
tempests in the natural world, of purging 
the air from noxious vapours, and restoring 
it to a temperature more sound and whole- 
some. From the midst of confusion, order 
has been made to spring ; and from tem* 
porary. mischief^ lasting advantages to 

arise. In all cases of this nature, with 

which sacred and civil history abounds, 
secret designs of Heaven were going on, 
. which were unfolded in the end. Tho 
wheel was always in motion. The hand of 
the clock was advancing with unperceived 
progress, till the moment came of its striking 
the appointed hour. 

. In like manner, with respect to indi- 

.viduals, .there is often a hereafter in the 

course of their lives, which discloses and 

justifies the ways of God. Not to -mention 

the good effects which misfortunes are 

found to produce on the minds of men, 

by checking their vices and correcting 

their crrours^ innumerable exemplifications 

can be given, of misfortunes paving their 

way to future advancement in the world. 

We are always querulous and impatient 

9 when 
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when designs succeed riot according to sermom 
our wish. Ignorant of what futurity is to '^' 
bring forward, occupied with nothing but 
the present, wc exclaim, Where is God ? 
Where the sceptre of righteousness? Hath 
be forgotten to he gracious? or doth he in- 
deed see, and is there knowledge in the 
Most high? God seeth not as man seeth : 
He looketh not merely to what you suf- 
fer, but to what the effect of these suf- 
ferings is to be. Consider only in how 
different a light the patriarch Joseph would- 
view the events of his life after he had 
seen in what they had terminated, from 
the light in which he saw them, when led 
away by the Ishmaelites as a slave, or when 
thrown by Potiphar into the Egyptian 
prison. We iriurmur against Providence, 
just as the impetuous youth frets against 
his instructors and tutors, who are keep- 

mg him under a strict, and, as he thinks, 
a needlees, discipline. He knows not 
that, by their instruction and discipline, 
they are laying the foundation of his fu^ 
ture fortunes; of the wealth which he is 
to acquire, and of the advancement ' to 
which he is to rise in the world. What 

may 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



176 On our present Ignorance 

SERMON may justly be said to him by his tutors and 
instructors, is equally applicable to us all 
under our present state of education s What 
I doy thou kntmest not now^ hut thou shalt 
inow herea/ter.^-^-'^B.tg^dlngt tjien, the 
unknown issue of all worldly events in this 
life, let us never despair -, let us never think 
dishonourably of the government of God j 
but have patience till his providence accom-* 
plish its designs in its own w;ay, and at its 
own time. Although thou say est thou shalt 
not see bim^ yet judgment is before him ^ 
therefore trust thou in him^k 

In the second place. The cxpire^ioJi.of 
hereafter in the text must be vttid4rstopd 
to refer, in its full extent, not to future 
events, in this life, but to a subsequent 
state of being. For this life k no mor^ 
than the beginning of the inighty arid 
extensive plans of Providence; The seeds 
are oply now sown, of what is to ripen 
and come forth, at the harvest of the 
world, when the revolution of the great 
moral year shall be finished, an^ the go^ 

♦ Job, XXXV. 14. 

* vemn?ient 
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vernment of God shall obtain its full cora^ sermoh 
pleti<i^n. It is the chief scope of religion to j^^ 
direct our view to this period ; and- it 
hath often taught us that the knowledge 
of the w^ys of God, then enjoyed by the 
blessed, shall constitute a cliicf article of 
their felicity. Now we see through a 
glass darkly y hut then face to face. Now 
we 4inow in part ; hut then we shall know 
even as *we are known. When- that which 
is perfect is comCy then that which is in part 
shall be done away. In Gods light we shall 
see light *. The reasons that required obr 
scurity to remain for a while on the ways 
of God no longer subsist. The education 
of good men is completed; and the intenr 
tion of those steps of education^ which 
once they could not comprehend, now be* 
comes apparent, — Why this* man was pre- 
maturely carried away fro|n the world in 
the beginning of a promising course 5 why 
that deseryirig family were left overwhelm- 
ed with grief and despair, by the loss 
of one who was their sole benefactor and 
support J why friendships cemented by 

f I Cor. »ii. xo, X3. Halm xxxv, 9. 

Vol, IV. N tender 
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asRMON tender ties were suddenly torn asunder 
Jf- by death ; these are inquiries to which 
we can now make, no^ reply; and which 
throw a dark gloom ov^ the conduct of 
the Almighty* But the spirits of the just 
above, who arc admitted to a larger view 
of the ways of God, see the reasons of 
such counsels. They see that one man 
was seasonably taken away from dangers 
and evils to come, which, unknown to 
him, were hovering over his head. They 
see that Providence was in secret prepar- 
ing unexj^cted blessings for thfe family 
who appeared to- be left disconsolate and 
kopeless. They, see that it was time for 
friendships to be dissolved, when their 
longer continuance would to some of the 
parties have proved a snare. Where wc 
behold nothing but the rod of power 
srtretehoi fotrth, they discern an interposi- 
tion of the hand erf mercy. 
- htt us Twadt till this pi^o^sed hereafter 
arrive; an4 w6 ^U in like manner be sa- 
tisfied conceming the eveilts that no\T 
disturb and perplex us. We shall then 
know why so miidi darkness ^d misery 
have been so long permitted tp remain* oix 
7 tbc 
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the earth, and so much oppressioa and sermon 
tyraany to prevail among the nations* ,_J^ 
We shall see rising as from the ashes 
of the old world, a new and beautiful 
structure ; ne%v heavens and a new earthy 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. As wide 
as is the difference between the appearance 
of the world, when it lay in its primitive 
chaos, imthout form and voidy and the ap- 
pearance it has now assumed, whisn re- 
splendent with the light of tfie sun, and 
decked with the beauties of nature 5 such 
is the difference between tlie divine plans 
in their beginnings, and in their full 
completion. At the conclusion, and not 
till then, the glory of the Lord shall be- 
come manifest to all -, and, as it is described 
in the book of the Revelation, a voice 
shall be heard from every a-eature which 
is in heg,ven and on the earthy and un^ 
der the earthy ^^yi^gy Blessing and honour ^ 
and power y and glory ^ be to him that sit^ 
teth on the throne. Great and- marvellous 
are thy works^ . Lord God Almighty: 
just and true are thy ways^ thou King of 
saints^. 

# Rev. V. 13.-— XV. 3. 

N 2 Appli- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 86 On mr present Jgndrance 

SERMOJJ AppLtcAtioN of tlic doctrincs that 
J^ ^ have been illustrated may ht made to twa 
classes of men* 

Firsts To sceptics ; who, from the pre- 
sent mysterious condugt erf" Providence, 
hastily draw the conclusion^ that no go- 
vernment is exercised oyer hiunan af&irs, 
but that all things are suffered indiscri- 
minately to come alike to all men. — L 
have shewn that, from the inadequate 
views which we are at present able to 
take of the general system, such myste- 
rious appearances of Providence must ber 
expected to take place. Not only so, but' 
T have also shewn it to be fit and neces- 
sary jthat this mixture of obscurity should 
now remain ; as a full display of regular 
justice and order would be inconsistent 
with the moral improvement of men in 
this life. — Let me ^iesire die sceptic to look 
td the state of the natural world. When 
he thinks of the order and magnificence 
that prevail in it, he will, perhaps, be un- 
willing to pronounce it the mere produc- 
tion of chance. He cannot but recog- 
nise the hand of intelligence, and acknow- 
ledge it to have proceeded from a design- 
ing 
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ing Cause. I ask him. Whether in the sermon 
natural world he discerns not as many ^ 
mysterious and puzzling appearancfes a^ 
are to be found in the moral world ? 
Are not destructive stofms, burning 
n^ountains, uninhabitable deserts, as dif- 
ficult to be reconciled to his precon- 
ceived ideas of supreme wisdom and 
goodness in the Creator, as the sufFerings 
and afflictions which in the course of pro- 
vidence befal the just ? The natural and 
inox*al world are, in this respect^ counter- 
parts to one another. Both are marked 
with the same characters, and carry the 
impress of the same powerful and gracious 
Jiand. In both, it is evidently the inten- 
tion of the first Author not to render every 
thing level to our capacity; but in the 
midst of high design and order, to al- 
low (Certain, objects to appear, which con- 
tradict the ideas we had formed, and 
mock our vain researches. Now, if we 
are obliged to admit that the . order 
and beauty of the natural world suffix* 
tiently prove it to be the work of a 
wise Creator, notwithstanding tlie seeming 
deformities which it exhibits ; are we 
N3 npt 
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SERMON not led by the same train of reasoning to 
^^ conclude, that the moral world is under 
the direction of a wise Governour, though 
much of what he now does we cannot 
satisfactorily explain. 

Secondly^ The doctrine of the text is 
to be applied not only for silencing scepr 
tics, but for comforting the pious. Never 
let them be dejected by the darkness 
which now covers the ways of the Air 
mighty, , If he withdraw himself from 
their view, it is not because he neglects 
them s but because they are incapable of 
comprehending his designs y because it 
were not for their good that all his dcr 
signs were revealed to them.r-^Instead of 
perplexing themselves about what is ob- 
scure, let them rest pn the clear and aur 
thentic discoveries that have been given of 
the Divine goodness. Let them rest on 
those great and signal facts that prove it ; 
particularly on that illustrious fact, the re- 
demption of the world by Jesus Christ. 
He that • spared not his own Son^ .but gave 
him up for us all^ will assuredly not always 
conceal himself from thpse who serve him. 
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Though what he does they know not now^ sermon 
the time approaches when they shall know 
hereafter. Till that time come, let them 
J)elicvc and Arust ; let them hope and 
adore. From this conclusion let them 
pevcr depart, that to fear God^ and keep bis 
commandments^ is in every situation the 
truest wisdom ; that if there be govern- 
ment in the universe at all, the virtuous 
^nd the worthy are loved and protected 
})y Heaven: that in due season they shall 
reap if they faint not \ for the care ofthent 
is with the Lord^ and their reward with 
tjae Most High^ 



N^ 
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SERMON X^ 

On the Slavery of Vice. 



^PETEie, il. 19. 

While -they promise them liberty y they them- 
selves are the servants of corruption ; for 
g/' whom a man is overcome ^ of the same 
is he brought in bondage. 

TOfMON TnONDAGE and subjection are disa- 
greeable sounds to the ear, disagree- 
able ideas to the mind. The advo- 
cates of vice, taking advantage of those 
natural impressions, have in every age 
employed them for discrediting religion. 
They represent it as the bondage and con- 
finement of the free-born soul of man; 
as a state of perpetual constraint, formed 

by 
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by a system of severe rules, which design- sermon 
ing men have contrived to impose as fet- 
ters on the multitude. On the other hand, 
they paint a licentious course ^to them- 
selves, and hold it out to the world, as 
the gay and pleasurabk enjoyment of life; 
where, having surmoutxtcd the prejudices 
of education, and the timorous scruples of 
conscience, men can think and act at plea- 
sure, and give full scope to every wish €>t 
the heart,— But what if those pretended 
sons of freedom t>e themselves held in 
miserable subjection, and dieir boasts pf 
liberty be no more than the swelling words 
of vanity ? The apostle asserts in the Text 
that, while they f remise Uberty to others, 
they are the servants^ or slaves of corrupt 
tion^ ever come and brought into bondage by 
it. This assertion of the Apostle I purpose 
to illustrate. I shall endeavour to make it 
appear, that no true liberty can arise^ from 
vice ; that bad men undergo the worst ser- 
vitude ; and that no one-is free, but he who 
is virtuous and gpod» 

It is necessaty to begin with removing 
false ideas of Jibcifty, and dewing -in what 

it 
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SERMOM it truly consists. Wc are not to imagine 
^- that to be free, imports our being set loose 
from restraint or rule of every kind* No 
man, in any condition of life, js at liberty 
to act always as he pleases, and to gratify 
every wish he forms. The nature of the 
human §tate necessarily imposes on all men 
various restraints. The laws of society 
allow no one to indulge himself in pursuits 
or pleasures that are injurious to his neigh- 
bour. Even our own nature limits our 
pleasures within certain hounds^ All our 
desires cannot be gratified together. They 
frequently interfere, and require him who 
would indulge one favourite passidn, to 
deny himself in another. Distinctions, 
therefore, must be ^ made, preferences be 
given, and some general regulations of con- 
duct be observed, by every one who con- 
sults his own welfare. If there he any 
regulation which ensures us of safety 
and happiness, to be disengaged from the 
observance of that regulation is no article 
of liberty ; at least of such liberty as a 
wise man would wish to enjoy. It is in 
effect to be turned loose to our own ruin^ 
It is such liberty as ^ blind man enjoys^ 

of 
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of wandering at random, and striking sermon 
into every devious path, without a guide ^ 
to direct his steps, and save him from 
destruction. 

That unbounded licentiousness, there- 
fore, which sinners prefer to every regu- 
lation of conduct, is altogether different 
from true freedom- It is in moral beha-^ 
viour the same a$ anarchy is in a state, 
where kw and order arc extinct. An- 
archy, surely, is no less incompatible with 
true liberty than absolute despotism; and 
of the two it is hard to say which is the 
least eligible, or the most miserable state. 
Liberty by no means supposes the absence 
of all government, It only supposes that 
the government under which we are placed 
is wise ; and that the restraints to which 
we voluntarily submit ourselves have 
been contrived for the general interest. 

To be free, therefore, imports, in ge-s 
neral, our being placed in such circum-^ 
stances, that, within the bounds of justice 
and good order, we can act according to 
our own deliberate choice, and take such 
measures for our conduct as we have reason 
tp beliey? are.con4ucive to our welfare} 

>vithout 
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SERMOM Without being obstructed either by exter- 
nal force, or by violent internal impuUe. 
This is that happy and dignified state 
which every wise Man earnestly wishes to 
enjoy. The advantages which result from it 
arc chiefly these three: 6:eedom of choice; 
independence of mind ; boldness and se-« 
curity. In opposition to these distin- 
guishing characters of liberty, I now pro- 
ceed to shew that, in the first placc,^ vice 
deprives bad meii of free choice in their 
actions 5 that, in the second place, it 
brings them under a slavish dependence 
on external circumstances ; and that, in 
the third place, it reduces them to that 
abject, cowardly, . and disquieted state 
which is essentially characteristic of bond- 

I. Vice is incOTisistent with liberty, as it 
deprives sinners of the power of free choice, 
by bringing them under the dominion of 
passions and habits. Religion and virtue 
address themselves to reason. They call 
us to look round on every side ; to think 
well of the consequences of our actions j 
and^ before we take any step of importance, 
8 to 
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to compare the ^ood with the evil that sermon 
may ensue from it. He therefore, who fol^ ^* 
lows their dictates, acts the part of a man 
who freely cousults, and chooses, for his 
own interest. But vice can make no preten- 
sions of this lind. It awaits not the test of 
deliberate comparison and choice ; but over- 
powers us at once by some striking impres- 
sion of present advantage or enjoyment. 
It hurries us with tlie violence of passion 5 
captivates us by the allurements of plea^. 
sure j or dazzles us by the glare of riches. 
The sinner yields to the impulse, merely 
because fee cannot resist it. Reason remon- 
strates J conscience endeavours to check 
him ; but all in vain. Having once allowed 
some s^ng passion to gain the ascendant, 
he has thrown himself into the middle 
of a torrent, against which he may some 
times faintly struggle, but the impetuosity 
of the Stream bears him along. In this 
sit?uation he is so far from being free, that 
he is not master of himself. He does not 
go,^ut is driven ; tossed, agitated and im- 
pelled ; passive, like a ship to the violence 
of the waves. 

After passion has for a while exercised 

its 
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SERMON its tyrannical sway, its vehemence may by 
degrees subside* But when, by long 
indulgence, it has established habits of 
gratifiitation, the sinner's bondage becomes 
then more confirmed, and more miserable* 
For, during the heat of pursuit, he is little 
capable of reflection. But when his ar- 
dour is abated, and, nevertheless, a vicious 
.habit rooted, he has full leisure to per- 
ceive the heavy yoke he has brought upon 
himself. How many slaves do we see in 
.the world to intemperance, and all kinds 
of criminal pleasure, merely through^ the 
influence of customs, which they had al- 
lowed to become so inveterate that it was 
not in their power to alter them ? Are 
they not often reduced to a condition so 
; wretched, tliat when their ; licentious plea- 
sures have become utterly insipid, they 
are still forced to continue them, solely 
because they cannot refrain ; not because 
the indulgence gives them pleasure, but 
because abstinence would give them pain ; 
and this too, even when they are obliged 
at last to condemn their habits of life, 
as injuring their fortune, impairing tiicir 
constitution, or disgracing their charac- 
ter ? 
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ter ? Vice is not of »uch a nature that we sermc^^ 
can say to .it, Hitl>erto shalt thou come, and 
no farther. Having once entered into its 
territories, it is not in our power Xo make 
a retreat when we please. He that corn^ 
mittetb sin^ is the servant of sin. No man 
who has once yielded up the government 
of his mind, and given loose rein to his 
desires and passions, can tell how far these 
may carry him. He may be brought into 
such a desperate state, that nothing shall 
remain for him but to look back with re- 
gi'ct upon the forsaken path of innocence 
and liberty; and, severely conscious of 
the thraldom he -suffers, to groan under 
fetters which he despairs of throwing ofF. 
Can the Ethiopian change his skin^ or the 
leopard his spots ? Then may ye also do good^ 
i»ho are accustomed to do evil^. 

Vice confirms its dominion, and extends 
it still farther over the soul, by compel- 
ling the sinner to support one crime by 
means of anotTier. Not only is he en- 
slaved to those vices which take their rise 
from his own inclination, but they render 

* Jeremiah^ xiii. 2^. 

Others 
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asEMQM others necessary, to which, against his 
mclination, he must sybmit ; ^nd thereby 
strengthen the commandmg power of ini- 
quity witliin him. The immoderate love 
of pleasure, for instance, leads him into 
cxpencc beyond his fortune. In order to 
support tliat cxpence, he is obliged to 
havt recourse to low and dishonourable 
methods of gain, which originally he de- 
spised. To cover these, he is forced upon 
arts of dissimulation and fraud. One in- 
stance of fratid obliges him to support it 
l?y another 5 till, in the end, there arises 
a character of complicated vice j of lijx- 
ury sheeting forth into baseness, disho-- 
ncsty, injustice, and perhaps cruelty. It 
is thus that one favourite passion brings 
in a tribe of auxiliaries to complete the 
dominion of sin. Among all our corrupt 
passions tlicre is a strong and intimate con- 
nection. When any one of tliem is adopt- 
ed into our family, it never quits us un- 
til it has fathered upon us all its kin- 

,.dred. By such means as these, by the 

violence of passions, by the power of ha- 
bits, and by the connection of one vice 
with another, sin establishes that semtude 

over 
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over the will, which deprives bad men of sermon 
all power of free choice in their actions. ^' 

IL The slavery produced by vice ap- 
pears in the dependence under which it 
brings the sinner to circumstances of exter- 
nal fortune. One of the favourite charac- 
ters of liberty is, the independence it be.- 
stows. He who is truly a free man is above 
all servile compliances, and abject subjec- 
tion. He is able to rest upon himself 3 and 
while he regards his superiours with proper 
deference, neither debases himself by cring- 
ing to them, nor is tempted to purchase 
their favour by dishonourable meansw> 
But the sinner has forfeited every privi- 
lege of this nature. His passions and 
habits render him an absolute dependant 
on the world, and the world's favour ; on 
the uncertain goods of fortune, and the 
fickle humours of men. For it is by 
these he subsists, and among these his, 
happiness is sought 5 according as his pas- 
sions determine him to pursue pleasure, 
riches, or preferments. Having no fund 
within himself whence to draw enjoy- 
ment, his only resource is in things with- 

Vol. IV* O out. 
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sERMbN out. His hopes and fears all hang uproir 
the world. He partakes in all its vicissi- 
tudes^ and is moved and shaken by every 
wind of fortune. This is to be, in the 
strictest sense, a slave to the world. 

Religion and virtue, on the other 
hand, confer on the ' mind, principles of 
noble independence. ^he upright man is 
sat is^ed from himself. He despises not the 
advantages of fortune; but he centers 
not his happiness in them. With a mo- 
derate-share of tliem, he can be contented; 
and contentment is felicity. Happy in 
his own integmty,^ conscious of the esteem 
of good men, reposing firm trust in the 
providence, and the promises of God, he 
is exempted from servile dependence on 
other things. He can wrap himself up 
in a. good conscience, and look forward, 
without terrour, to the change of the worldl 
Let all things shift around him as they 
please, he believes that, by the divine 
ordination, they shall be made to work- 
together in the issue for bis good: And 
therefore, having much to hope from 
God, and little to fear from the world, 
he can he easy in every state. One wha 

* possesses^ 
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possesses within himself such an establish- sermon 

ment of mind, is truly free.— But shall ^' 

I call that man free, who has nothing that 

is his own, nor property assured; whose 

very heart is not his own, but tendered 

the appendage of external things, and the 

sport of fortune? Is that man free, Ifet 

his outward condition be ever so splendid, 

v/hom his imperious passions detain at 

their call, whom they seild forth at theif 

pleasure to drudge and toil, and to beg 

his only enjoyment from the casualties of 

the world ? Is he free, who must flatter 

and lie, to compass his ends ; who must 

bear with this man's caprice, and that 

man's scorn ; muist profess friendship where 

he hates, and respect v/here he contemns ; 

who is not at liberty to appear in his own 

colours, nor to speak his own sentiments ; 

who dares not be honesty lest he should 

be poor? Believe it, no' chains bind 

so hard, no fetters 'are so heavy, as those 
which fasten the corrupted heart to this 
treacherous world ; no dependence is 
more contemptible than that under which 
the voluptuous, the covetous, or the afti- 
bitious man lies, to the means of pleasure, 
p a gain. 
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ERMON gain, or power. Yet this is the boattcd 
liberty, which vice promises, as, the rccom- 
pence of setting us free from the salutary 
restraints of virtue. 

III. Another character of the slavery 
of vice, is that mean, cowardly, and dis- 
quieted state to which it reduces the sinner. 
Boldness and magnanimity have ever been 
accounted the native effects of liberty. 
He who enjoys it, having nothing to ap- 
prehend from oppressive power, performs 
the offices, and enjoys the comforts of 
life, with a manly and undisturbed mind. 
Hence his behaviour is dignified, and his 
sentiments are honourable ^ while he who 
is accustomed to bend linder servile subjec- 
tion, has always been found mean-spirited, 
timorous, and base. — Compare, in these 
respects, the virtuous and the vicious man, 
and yon will easily sec to which of them 
the characteristics of freedom most justly 
belong. The man of virtue, relying on 
a gppd eonsciotice and the protection of 
Heaveil, acts with firmness and courage; 
and, in the discharge of his duty, fears 
not the face of man. The man of vice, 

conscious 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



On the Slavery of Vice. 197 

conscious of his low and corrupt aims, sermon 
shrinks before the stcdfast and piercing 
eye of integrity ; is ever looking around 
him with anxious and fearful circumspec- 
tion, and thinking of subterfuges, by 
which he may escape from danger. The 
one is bold as a lion ; the other fiieth when 
no man pursueth. To the one, nothing 
appears contemptible, by which he can 
procure any present advantage. The other 
looks with disdain on whatever would 
degrade his character. ** I will not," says 
he, " so demean myself, as to catch the 
" favour of the greatest man, by this or 
*' that low art* It shall not be said or 
^* thought of me, that I did what was base, 
" in order to make my fortune. Let 
" others stoop so low, who canjtiot be 
*' without the favours of the world. But I 
^^ can want them, and therefore at such a 
" price. I will not purchase them.'' This 
is the voice of tine liberty ; and speaks 
that greatness of mind which it is formed 
to inspire. 

Corresponding to that abject disposition 

which characterises a bad man, are the 

fears that haunt him. The terrours of a 

Q 3 slave 
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SERMON slave dwell on his mind, and often appear 
^* in his behaviour. For guilt is never free 
from suspicion and alarm. The sinner 
is afraid, spmetimes, of the partners of his 
crimes, lest they betray him -, sometimes, 
of those v^hp have suffered by bis crimes,, 
lest they revenge themselves ; frequently, 
pf the wprld around him, lest it detect 
him; and, what is worst of all, he is re- 
duced to be afraid of himself. There is 
a witness wdthin him, that testifies against 
his misdeeds; and threatens him \n se- 
cret, when other alarnis leave hini. Con- 
science hplds wp to his view the image of 
his past crimes, with this inscription en- 
graved upon it, ^' God will bring every 
*^ work into judgment.*' How opposite i^ 
?uch a state as this, to the peaceful secur 
rity arising from the Uberty enjoyed by 
the virtuous ? — n — Were there nothing 
more in the circumstances of sinners tp 
affix I upon them the marks of • seryitude^ 
this alone would be spfficient, that, as the 
scripture expresses it, through fear of deatf^ 
they are all their lifetime subject to bondage *, 

f HA. ii. ijf . 
• - Deatl^ 
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Death sets .all other captives free. The sermon 
•slave who digs in the mine, or labours 
at the oar, can rejoice at the prospect of 
laying down his burden together with 
his life ; and tastes the hope of being at 
last on equal terms with his cruel op- 
pressor. But, -to the slave of guik there 
arises no hope from death. On the cbn^ 
trary, he is obliged to look forward with 
constant terrour to this most certain of all 
•events, as the conclusion of all his hopes 
and the commencement of his greatest 
iniseries- , 



I HAVE thus set before ybu such, clear 
and unequivocal marks of the servitude 
undergone by sinners, as fully verify the 
assertion in the text, that a state of vice 
and conniption is a state of bondage. lu 
order to perceive how sevexe a bondage 
k i^, let us attend to some peculiar ' cir- 
cumstances ^ of aggravat;ion which belonar 
to it. 

First, It is a bondage to wliich the mind 
itself, the native seat of liberty, is sub^ 
jccted. In other cases, a brave man can 
.comfort himself with reflecting that, let 

P 4 tyrants 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Jioo On the Slavery of Vice. 

SERMON tyrants do their worst, let prisons or fet- 
y^^^ ters be his lot, his mind remains uncon- 
quered and free. Of this liberty, they 
cannot rob him ; here he moves in a higher 
sphere, above the reach of oppression or 
confinement. But what avails the show 
of external liberty, to one who has lost 
the government of himself ? As our Sa- 
viour reasons in another case, If the light 
that is in thee be darkness y how great is that 
darkness ? So we may reason here, if tliat 
part of thy nature, thy mind, thy will, 
by which only thou canst enjoy and relish 
liberty, be itself in bondage to evil pas- 
sions and habits, how miserable must be 
that bondage? 

Next, it is aggravated by this consider- 
ation, that it is a bondage which we have 
brought upon ourselves. To have been 
forced into slavei-}', is misfortune and mi-^ 
sery. But to have renounced pur liberty 
and chosen to be slaves, is the greatest re- 
proach abided to the greatest misery. Mo- 
ments there frequently must be, when a 
sinner is sensible of the degradation of 
his state; when he feels with pain the 

slavish 
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slavish dependence under which he is sermoU 
brought to fortune and the world, to vio- 
lent passions and settled habits, and to fears 
and apprehensions arising from conscious 
guilt* In such moments, how cruel is the 
reflection, that of all this disgrace and 
misery he has been the author to himself; 
that, by voluntary compliance, he has given 
to his passions that haughty ascendant 
which they now exercise over him; has 
forged the chains with which he is bound, 
and sold himself to do iniquity ? 

Lastly, The servitude of vice is accom- 
panied with this farther aggravation, that 
it is subjection to our own servants. Those 
desires and passions which the sinner has 
raised to lawless rule, were given us as 
instruments of self-preservation 3 but were 
plainly designed to be under the direction 
of a higher power. Of themselves, they 
are headstrong and blind; they bear all 
the marks of intended subordination ; and 
conscience is invested with every en- 
sign of authority and supremacy. But 
sin inverts the whole frame of human 
nature. It compels reason to bow down 

before 
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SERMON those intermediate stages, in one of which 
you are now perhaps found. Vice always 
creeps by degrees 5 and insensibly twines 
around us those concealed fetters by which 
we are at last completely bound. — As you 
value thereifore your liberty and your hap- 
piness, avoid every approach to evil. Con- 
sider all vicious pleasures as enchanted 
ground, by entering on which, you will 
be farther and farther^ ensnared within the 
magic circle, till at length you are precluded 
from all retreat. The most pure and vir- 
tuous man is always the freest. The reli- 
gion of Christ is justly entitled the perfect 
law of liberty *. It is only when the Son 
makes us free ^ that we are free indeed: and 
it was with reason the Psalmist said, / 
will walk at liberty^ for I seek thy precepts f . 

♦ James, 1. 45, f Pfalm cxix. 45. 
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SERMON XL 

On the Importance of Public 
Worship. 



Psalm xvi. 8. 

Lordy I ha'oe loved the habitation of thy 
house ^ and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth. 

f^^OD is a spirit^ and they that worship SERMON 

him^ must worship him in spirit and in 
truth. That religion chiefly consists in 
2Xi inward principle of goodness, is be- 
yond dispute, and that its value and effi- 
cacy are derived from its effects in puri- 
fying the heart, and reforming the life. 
AH external services, which have not this 
tendency, are entirely insignificant. They 
• 3 degenerate 
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SERMON degenerate into mere superstition, equally 
^^ ^ unacceptable to God, and unproiitable to 
man. Hence they are so often treated 
in scripture, with high contempt, when 
substituted in the room of the important 
duties of a virtuous life. 

Notwithstanding this, it is certain that 
external services have their .own place, 
and a considerable one too, in the system 
of religion. What their proper place is, no 
one can be at a loss to discern, who will 
only make a just distinction between the 
means, and the end, in religion. It is 
evident there is danger in man's erring 
here, either on one side or other j and 
it is certain that they have erred on both. 
After it was observed, that mankind were 
prone to lay too much weight on the ex- 
ternal parts of religion, it began to be 
thought that no weight was to be allowed 
to them at all. The cime was, when all 
religion centered in attending the duties 
of the church, and paying veneration to 
whatever was accounted sacred- This alone 
sanctified the character, and compensated 
every blemish in moral conduct. From 
this extreme the spirit of the age seems to 

be 
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be running fast into the opposite extreme, of sermon 
Iwlding every thing light that belongs to 
public worship. But if superstition be an 
evil, and a very great one it undoubtedly 
is, irreligion is not a smaller evil : And 
though the form of godliness may often 
remain when the power of it is wanting; 
yet the power cannot well subsist where 
tlie form is altogether gone. — The holy 
Psalmist, whose words are now before us^ 
discovers much better principles. Ex- 
pressing always the highest regard for the 
laws of God, and the precepts of virtue, 
he breathes at -the same time a spirit of 
pure devotion. Though loaded with the 
cares of royalty, and encircled with the 
splendour of a court, he thought it well 
became him to shew respect to the great 
Lord of nature; and on many occasions 
expresses as he does in the text, his de- 
light in the public service of tl^ temple. 
Lord I have loved the habitation, cf thy 
Imse^ and the place where thine honour 
dmlleth. In discoursing from which words 
I purpose to shew the importance of the 
public worship of God, and the benefitj? 
resulting from it.. I shall consider it ir^ 

7 three 
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SERMON three lights ; as it respects God j as it 

respects the world ; as it respects our- 
selves, 

!• Let us consider it with respect to 
God. If there exist a Supreme Bcing> 
the Creator of the world, no consequence 
appears more natural and direct tlian this, 
that he ought to be worshipped by his crea- 
tures, with every outward expression of 
submission and honour. We need only 
appeal to every man's heart, whether this 
be not a principle which carries along 
witli it its own obligation, that, to Him 
who is the Fountain of our life and the 
Father of our mercies 3 to Him who has 
raised up tliat beautiful structure of . the 
universe in which we dwell, and where 
we are surrounded with so many bless- 
ings and comforts^; solemn acknowledg- 
ments of gratitude should be made, praises 
and prayers should be offered, and all 
suitable marks of dependence on him be 
expressed. — This obligation extends beyond 
the silent and secret sentiments of our 
hearts. Besides private devotion, it na- 
turally leads to associations for public wor- 
ship 'j 
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ship ; to open dnd declared professions of sF-RMdw 
respect for ^he Deity. Where • blessings "^^ 
are received in common, an obligation 
lies upon the community, jointly to ac- 
knowledge them. Sincere gratitude is al- 
ways of an open and diffusive nature. It 
loves to pour itself forth ; to give free vent 
to its emotions s and, bsfore the world, 
to ackdowledge and honour tf ^ Bene- 
fector. 

So consonant is this td the natural sen- 
timents of mankind, that all the nations 
of the earth have, as with one consent, 
agreed to institute some forms of worship ; 
to hold meetings at certain times, in ho- 
nour of their deities.* Survey the socie- 
ties of men in their radest state ; explore 
the African deserts, the wilds of America, 
or the distant islands of the ocean ; and 
you will find that over all the earth some 
religious ceremonies have obtained* You 
will every where trace, in one form or 
other, the temple^ the priest, and the ofier*^ 
ing. The prevalence of the most absurd 
superstitions furnishes this testimony to 
the truth, that in the hearts of all meii 
the principle is engraved, of worship being 

Vol. IV, P " due 
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SERMON chic to thit invisa^le Powcf who rules iLi 
^^J^^^ world.— Herein Consists the great excel- 
lency of the Christian rel^iort> that it hath 
instructed U9 in the simple and spiritual^ 
nature of that worships Disiencumbcred 
of idle and uniAeaning: Ceremonies, its 
ritual is pure, and worthy oi a Divine 
Author. Its positive institutions^ ar^ few 
in number, most significant of spiritual 
things, and directly conducive to good life 
and practice. How inexcusable then arc 
we, if placed in such happy circumstances^ 
the sense of those obligations to the public 
worship of God shall be obliterated amon^ 
us, which the light of nature inculcated, in 
some measure, on the most wild and bar- 
' barous nations ! 

The refinements of false philosophy 
have indeed suggested this shadow of ob- 
jection, that God is too great to stand in 
need of any external service from his crea- / 
tures } that our expressions of praise and 
honour are misplaced with respect to Him, 
who is above all honour and all praise i 
that in his sight, the homage we seek tp 
pay must appear conl^ptibte; and i« 
theriefore in itself sufKsrfluous and tii- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



of Public mrshipi iti 

fling.— —^But who hath taught those vaixi ^EttiidN 
reasoners, that all expressions of gratitude ^^' 
and honour towards a superiour become 
unsuitable, merely because that superiour 
needs not any, returns ? Were they ever 
indebted to one whose favours they had 
it not in their power to repay ; and did , 
they, on that account, feel themselves set 
loose from every obligation to acknow- 
ledge, and to praise their benefactor ? Oh 
the contrary, the more disinterested his 
beneficence was, did not gratitude, in any 
ingenuous mind, burn with the greater 
ardour, and prompt them the more eager- 
ly to seize every opportunity of puWicly 

testifying the feelings of their hearts ?- ^ 

Almighty God, it is tifuc, is too great id • 
need our service or homage* But he is 
also too good not to accept it, when it is 
the native expression of a griat^fiil and ge- 
nerous mind* If pride and self-suffici- 
ency stifle all sentiments of dependence on 
our Creator* ; if levity, and attiachment to 
worldly pleasurfts, render tis tdtklly ne- 
glectful of expressing our thankfulness to 
Him for his ^cissings \ do we not hereby 
discover such a want of prt)per feeling, 



v^T-^r;, 
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S£RMON such a degree of hardness and corruptian 
J[J^ in our affections, as shows us to be im- 
moral and unworthy > and must justly ex- 
pose us to the high displeasure of Heaven ? 
On the contrary, according to evoy no- 
tion which we can form of the Father of 
the universe, must it not be acceptable 
to him to behold his creatures properly 
affected in heart towards their great Bene- 
factor ; assembling together to express, in 
acts of worship, that gratitude, love, and 
reverence which they owe him ;, and thus 
nourishing and promoting in one another 
an affectionate sense of his goodness ? Are 
not such dispositions, and such a behavi- 
our as this, intimately connected with all 
virtue ? 

O come^ let us worship and bonv down ! 
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. For 
be is our God} and we are the Jlock of bis 
pasture. Enter into bis gates witb thanks- 
giving ^ and his courts with praise. Tthepray-- 
er of the upright is bis delight. It cometb 
before him as incense^ and the uplifting of 
their bands as the evening sacrifice. 
Having thus 9hewa the reasonableness of 

public 
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public worship with respect to God, let us sermon 
now, ^^ 

II. Consider its importance in another 
view, as it respects the world. When we 
survey the general state of mankind, we 
find them continually immersed in world- 
ly affairs j busied about providing the ne- 
cessaries of life, occupied in the pursuits 
of their pleasures, or eagerly prosecuting 
the advancement of their interests. In 
such a situation of things, a small measure 
of reflection might convincej any one, 
that without some retuins of sacred days, 
and some solemn calls to public worship, 
it were impossible to preserve in the 
world any sense of objects, so foreign to 
the general current of thought, as an in- 
visible Govemour, and a future state. If it 
be of importance to the peace and good 
order of society, that there should prevail 
among men the belief of One in the hea- 
vens, who is the protector of righteousness 
and the avenger of crimes ; if it be of im- 
portance that they be taught to look for- 
ward to a -day of judgment, when they 
are to be brpught to account for their 

P 3 most 
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SERMON most ^tct^ actions, and eternally reward- 
pd or punished, apcording as their coii» 
duct has been good or evil; if such prin- 
ciples as thes§, I say, be pf consequence 
t^ tjie puj)ljc welfare^ they certahily en- 
force the authority of public worship, 
j^jid prpvp the necessity of religious in- 
struction. 

I speak now particularly with a view 
to the multitude, the great mass and bodv 
of the people. We all know, how seldom 
from education, or private instruction, 
they hav§ the advantage pf deriving sen- 
timents of feligion pr morality. Early 
obliged to labour for their bread, they 
would rpmain all their days jn gross igno-? 
ranee of eyery moral or sacred principle, 
were it not for those public assemblies in 
which |hey hear pf God, and Christ, and 
judgment, jand heaven, and hell. 5hut 
^p tho?e temples to vyhich they resort 
with reverence ; exclude them frgm Ac 
ppportunitjes thfey now possess, of receivr 
ing religious .instruction, and imbibing 
religious ideas ; and what can you expect 
them to become ? No other than a ferp-r 
fious rabble, who, stt free from checks pf 

conscience. 
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conscience, and fears of divine venge^eiKe, sermon 
M^ould be prone to every outrage whi<ih 
they could commit with impunity • It is 
^Rrell known, that in the early ages of the 
world, sages and legislators who endeavoured 
to tame and to associate the barbarous hordes 
of men, fotmd it necessary:for this purpose 
to have recourse to reli^on. By bringing 
the rude multitudes to worship together, 
and» at stated times and places, to join in 
hymns and songs to their deities, they gra- 
dually restrained them from violence, and 
tndned them to subordination and civilized 
life. 

During the progress of society in after- 
periods^ religious assemblies at church con- 
tinue, I am persuaded, to have a very 
considerable influence on t&e civilization 
and improvement of the people. Even in- 
dependent of effect upon the moral princi* 
pies, by leading numbers of thttn to meet 
together iii an orderly way, and in their most 
decent appearance, they tend to huinanize 
and polish their manners,. Th^y strength* 
en * the social connections, and promote 
friendly intercourse among those who are 
in the. anaaae . nei^bourhood, and in the 
P 4 same 
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ttRMQN Sjune &»ei of Uft. it aiust^ at the ^ame 
time, be agreoabte to every humaiie mind 
to think, that onje (Uy in seven is allotted 
for rest to the poor from their daily la- 
bours, and for su^h enjoyments of ease 
and comfort as their station affords. It 
is the only day which gives them occa- 
sion to feel themselves as belonging to 
the same class of beings with their supe- 
rioursi when joining with them in the 
same acts of worship, and recdgnizing a 
common Lord, Amidst those distinctions 
which the difference of ranks necessa-. 
rily introduces into human society, it' is 
surely fit that there be. some occasions 
when man can meet with man as a bro- 
ther, in ordfer that the pride of the great 
fnay tte checked; and tlie low may be 
taught that, if they discharge properly 
their appointed part, they have reason to 
expect from Ae Lord of the universe, 
the 8am6 rewaixis with the rich and the 
mighty. 

It will, I believe, be generally ad* 
mitted, that forms of public worship, and 
fncaiw of religious instruction, are import- 
ant, on several accounts^ for the body of 

the 
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the people, and bdong to the maintenance sermon 
of pirf)lic safety and w^dcr* But many 
who admit this, are apt ^to think,, that to 
die common people alMie they may be 
left. To persons of libdral education and 
enlarged minds, what benefit can aiise 
from hearing what they already know^ 
and whatj perhaps, is to be inculcated on 
them by those who are of inferiour capa- 
city to themselves?--.— Admitting this plea 
of superiprity which their vanity forms, 
and setting aside for the present any per- 
sonal obligation they are under to wor- 
ship God, I must.aak such persons, how 
they can expect that religious assemblies 
wiil belong respected by the lower rank^ 
of men, i£ by men of rank and education 
they are discounteiianced and forsaken? 
Do liot they know, that those lower ranks 
are xtady to: copy the manners, and to 
follow the example, of their superiours in 
all things; but. asfiui'edly in nothing more 
than in what appears to set them free 
from restrjunt, and to gratify licentiousr 
ness ? While they acknowledge the import- 
ance, and even the necessity, of public 
religion to certain classes of men, do they 

never-* 
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SERMON nevertheless cohtribtAs by their behaviour 
to defeat the eml of pubEc rcligioh, and to 
annihilate. itKat importance which they 
asciibe to it ?-ri?^They arc emplo]^ ih 
framing laws, ^d statutes for presenting 
crimes, and keepiag the disprdcrly multitude 
within bounds i and. at th« sjune time, by 
personally disicountenanqiJig public worship, 
they are weakening, they are even abolishing, 
among the multitude, that moral restraint, 
\vhich is of triore gciipral influence upon 
manners than ajl the laws they frame. In 
vain they complain of the dishonesty of ser^ 
vants, of the insolence of mobs, of the at- 
tacfcs of the highwayman. To all these 
disorders they hsc^ themselves bWP tcccssory. 
By their own disregard offered institutions, 
tliey have disseminated profligacy anriong the' 
people, Tliey have br6|cen down the flood* 
gates which served to restrain the torrent j 
they have let it loose to oyerflow the l^nd j 
and by the giwing dcli^ge niay tlienir 
selves be swept away. .,-— But I must 
next argue upon a different gi^jitli gnd 
proceed, 

IIL To 
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ni. To ^siet forth the isnportince of the sermom 
Jpiiblic worship of God to every individual ^^- 
in -every rank of life. Whatever his station 
fee, he is still a man \ and has the duties 
of a man to perform. Were his attendai^e 
on divine worship of no other effect, than 
to add countenance to a salutary institution, - 
this alone would render it his duty. But 
•moreover, we assert it to be his d^ty on 
his own account 5 if it be the duty olf 
every man to use the proper means of jire- 
serving and fortifying his virtue. Ail tije 
-Christian institutions have a direct tendency 
to this end. They all serve to give* warmth 
to piety, and to add solemnity to mor^ 
virtue. A very high opinion, indeed, that 
man must have of his own character, who 
imagines that; amidst all the follies and 
corruptions of the world,* he stands in need/ 
of no assistance for enabling him to act his 
part with propriety and dignity. 

The question is not. Whether persons of 
rani^ and education are to learn anything 
.that is new. to them, by freqtKnting the 
' places of puMic worship ? The great prin- 
ciples of piety and morality are obvious 
and easily^ krfowni and we shall readily 

admil^ 
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SERMON admit, that thexe are many to whom no 
^^ nov instruction is communicated' in the 
house of God. But, my friends, the pur- 
pose of your going there is to have known 
truths recalled to your mind, and their dor- 
mant influence awakened; is to have serious 
meditations suggested ; to have good dis- 
positions raised ; to have the heart adjusted 
to a composed and tranquil frame. Is 
there any man of reason and reflection, who 
will not. acknowledge such effects, as far 
as they follow from attendance pn religious 
prdinances, to be of the mott beneficial na- 
ture ? These occasional cessations from the 
cares and anxieties of life, these interrup- 
tions to the bustle and the passions of the 
world, in order to think and hear of eter- 
nity, are both a relief and «i iiaprovement 
to the mind. By this retreat from its or- 
dinary circle of thoughts, it is enabled to 
return, with more ckarness and more vigour,; 
to the business of the world, after a serious 
and proper pause. 

But I must ask the persons with whom 
I now reason, ' whether there be no other 
call to come to God's house, than to hew 
instruction there ? Is not the devout ado- 

ratic«x 
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ration of the God of heaven the principal sermon 
object of our religious assemblies ; and is ^^* 
this what any man of reflection, and of sober 
mindy dare to make light of ? In the tem- 
ple of the Lord, the rich and the poor, 
the prince and the peasant, appear as sup- 
pliants alike for the protection and favour of 
the Almighty, — Great and flourishing as thou 
mayest think thyself, know that thou stand- 
est as much in need of that protection, as 
the meanest of the crowd whom thou be- 
holdest worshipping, with lowly reverence, 
the God of their fathers. The sun of pro- 
sperity shines at present on thy head, and 
the favourable gale carries thee softly along 
the stream of life. But, the Almighty 
needs only to give the word, and instantly 
the tempest shall rise ; and thy frail bark 
shall be driven into the ocean, and whelmed 
in the deep. In my prosperity^ I said I shall 
nefver be moved. S'bou^ Lordy didst bide thy 
facey and I was troubled. Look up, with 
dread to that awful hand of Providence 
which is stretched over your heads. Re- 
member the instability of all human things; 
remember it, and tremble, ye who despise 
the devout acknowledgment of him wha 
9 disposer 
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SERMON disposes of the human fate! Though ye live 
many years and rejoice in them all^ remetf^er 
the dap of darkness \ for they shall be many *. 
But after all that has been urged on this 
subject,--^ am sensible it may be objected^ 
that many who make conscience of paying^ 
strict regard to the institutions of religion^ 
do not appedU: to have derived much benefit 
from thcni. 'Ifhcy are not, it will be said^ 
more impfevol in moral conduct, and in 
the f fc^r discharge of the several duties of 
life, than others wlw have been apparently 
negligent of the services of the church. 
On the contrary, a formal regard to these 
appears to be substituted by many, in the 
room of the weightier matters of the law.— 
Though this should be admitted, it goes ne 
farther than to shew that human weakness, 
if corruptic^n, may defeat. the purpose of 
the most promising mcanS of moral im- 
provement. That a supe'mitious attention 
to external worship, has too often usurped 
the charactej: and supplanted the place, of 
real virtue, will not be denied. Admo- 
nitions against so dangerous an errour camiot. 

**Ecck8. ?i. 8^ , 

be 
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be given too often. But became, the best sermoisi 
things have been often misapphed and ^^ 
abused, no argument thence arises forth^r 
being undervalued, and thrown aside. So 
also reason, irvStructlon, and disaplme^of 
eveiy kiftd, have beeii frequently perverted 
to bad ends ; and yet their ;.7trinb:? >vorm 
and useftilness remain untdtichcd, F^^ ^^^ 
knowledgcd.— -Besides this, it cannot ?^ 
admitted that, because religious institutions 
produce not all the good that might be 
wished, and hoped for, they therefore do 
no good at ' alL This were a rash and ilL 
founded conclusion. If the morals of men 
are not always amended by them as they 
ought to have been, there is reason, how- 
ever, to think that they would have been 
worse without them. Some check is al- 
ways given by them to open profligacy. 
Some assistance is furnished to good dispo- 
sitions of heart ^ at least, to decency of 
manners. Ev$n momentary impressions of 
seriousness made on the thoughtless by the 
solemnities of religion, are not without 
their fruits They leave generally SQine trace 
behind them ; and when the traces are often 
renewed, they may be hoped, tl^ough the 
> • divine 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XI. 



224 ^^ ^^^ Importance 

SERMON divine blessing, to form at last a deep im- 
pression on the mind. 

At the same time, I do not say that re- 
ligious institutions work upon the mind 
like a charm; and that mere bodily attend- 
ance on theni will always ensure us of some 
profitable effect. Let the means that are 
employed, for the improvement of rational 
beings, be ever so powerful in themselves, 
miich of their success will always depend 
on the manner in which they are received 
and applied. I shall therefore conclude my 
reasonings on this subject, with a few ob- 
servations concerning the dispositions requi- 
site on our part, for deriving benefit from 
the public ordinances of religion. 

The ends for which we assemble in the 
house of God, are two ; to worship God, 
and to listen to religious instructions. 

The public worship of God is the chief 
and most sacred purpose of every religious 
assembly of Christians. Let it here be re- 
membered, that it is not the uttering^ or the 
hearing of certain words, that constitutes the 
worship of the Almighty. It is the heart 
that praises or prays. If the heart accom- 
pany 
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pany not the words that are spoken or heard, sermon 
we offer the sacrifice of fools. By the inattentive 
thought, and the giddy and wandering eye, 
vvc profane the temple of the Lord, and 
turn the appearance of devotion into insult 
and mockery.. 

With regard to reli^ous instruction, at- 
tention and reverence are s unquestionably 
due. All religious and moral knowledge 
comes from God. It is a light from heaven, 
first transmitted to man by the original con- 
stitution of his nature, and afterwards made 
to shine with fairer and fuller lustre by the 
revelation of the gospel in Jesus Christ. 
Its brightness may sometimes be stronger,' 
and sometimes weaker, according to the 
mediums by which it is conveyed. But still, 
as far as the instructions delivered from the 
pulpit are illuminated by the ray from hea- 
ven, they are the truths of God, and ought 
to be received as such- Refinements of 
vain -philosophy, or intricate subtilties of 
theological controversy, arc vrndoubtedly 
not entitled to such regard. But when the 
great- principles of natural or revealed reli- 
gion are discussed ; when the important 
doctrines of the gospel concerning tlic life. 

Vol, IV.: Q ' and 
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SERMON and sufFcrings, and death of our blessed Re^ 
^^- deemer are displayed ; or useful instructions 
regarding the regulation of life, and the 
proper discharge of our several duties, are 
the subjects brought into view j it is not then 
the human speaker, but the divine authority, 
that is to be regarded. 

In the speaker, many imperfections and 
infirmities may be discovered. The disco-^ 
veries of the Gospel are represented in scrip- 
ture, as a hidden treasure brought to light ; 
but, by the appointment of God, we have 
this treasure in earthen vessels *. It is not 
the spirit of curiosity that ought to bring us 
to church. Too often, it is to be feared,^ 
we assemble there merely as critics on the 
preacher J critics on his sentiments, his 
language, and his delivery. But, such arc 
not the dispositions which become us on. so 
serious an occasion. It is with humility, 
with fairness, and candour, with an inten- 
tion to improve ourselves in piety^ and vir- 
tue, with a view to m^c personal appM- 
cation to our own character, that wc ought 
to , hear the word of Godj. — When wc 
enter the sacred temple, let us ever consider 

♦ a Corinlb. IT. 7. 

ourselves 
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ourselves as creatures surrounded with "dark- siE*lvroN 
ness> seeking illumination from Heaven; ,^ ^!: , _^ 
as guilty creatureis, imploring for^vehess 
from our judge j as frail and mortal crea- 
tures, preparing for that '6temal habitation 
into which we know not how soon we are 
to pass. 

If with such OTntimetlts and inq)rcisslon3 

We join in the worship of Gcid, and the 

ordinances of religrbn, we may justly hope 

that they shall bfe accompanied to us with 

the divine blessing. It is the express precept 

of God> not to forsiike the assembling of our^ 

selves together^. Gather tt^gether the people y 

metiy women, and -children^ that they tfiay 

43ear^ and that they ifidy learn ^ and fear the 

Lord your kyod^ and observe to S ail the 

words of this law •f*. Enter his gates with 

thanksgivings aiid his courts with praise. 

'Gi'De unto the -Lord the glory due to his name. — 

Thus hath 6od corhmahded, and he never 

x:ommandcd his people to s^ek his name in 

vain. Por^. where two or three are gathered 

together in his naffie^ our Lord hath told us 

* Hcb. X. 25. t Dettt. xsxi. la, 

^ i that 
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SERMON that be is in the midst of them "^^ God hath 

XL . ' 

said^ that he loveth the gates of Z ion more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob \* T'he 
prayer of the upright is his delight. Both 
in their temporal and spiritual concerns, 
they m^y be most expected to prosper, who 
can say with the Psalmist in the text, Lord^ 
I have loved the habitation of thy house ^ and 
the place where thine honour dwelkth. 

• MaUh. XTiii. »o. \ Ps. UzxTiLa*^ 
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SERMON XII. 

On the Fashion of the Worljr 
passing away. 



1 Cor. vii. 31. 
^"-^^be fashion of this nvorld passetb aivay^ 

TO use this world so as not to abuse /V, sermon 
is one of the most important, -and at ,^^^^ 
the same time one of the most difficult 
lessons which religion teaches. By so many- 
desires and passions we are connected 
with the objects around us, that our at- 
tachment to them is always in hazard 
jof becoming excessive and sinful. Hence 
xdigion is often ^ employed in moderating 
riiis attachment, by rectifying our error 
jiPQus opinions, and insl^cting us in the 
Q3 proper 
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SERMON proper value we ought to, set on worldly 
' things. Such was particialarly the scope of 
the Apostk i^ this context. He is pitting 
the Corinthians in mind that their time^ 
is skorty th?it every thing here is tranr 
sitory ji and therefpre, that in all the dif- 
ferent occupations of human life, in weep^ 
ing and rejoicing j and buying apd possessing^ 
they were ever to keep in view this con- 
sideration, that the. fashion of this ^ut^orli 
fassetb qway. The original expression im- 
ports the figure or fprm under which the 
world presents itself to vs^ The meaning 
iff All that belongs to, this visible state is 
coiitmually changing. Nothing in hu- 
man aifairs is fixed or stable. All is in 
motipn ipd fluctuation y alter ing^ its ap- 
pearance every moment, and passing into 
some new fprm. Let . us meditate for a 
little on thp serious view which is here 
givqn us of the world, in order that we 
may atfen^ to the improvements which it 
suggests./ ^ ' 

I. "The fashion of the world fassetb away^ 
^s the opinions, ideas, and manr^ers of 
TTien arc al\yays changing, W? look in • 

vair^ 
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vain fox a standard to ascertain apd fix sermon 
any of these; in vaift expect that what ^^^* 
has been approved and established for a 
while, is always to endure. Principles 
which were of high authority among our 
ancestors, are now exploded. Systems of 
philosophy which were once universally 
received, and taught as infallible, truths, 
are npw obliterated and forgotten. Modes 
of livi^^, behaving, and employing time, 
the pursuits of the busy; and the enter-^ 
tainments of the gay, have beeii entirely 
changed;. They were the offspring of 
fashion, the children of a day. When they 
had run Aeir course, they expired ; and 
were succeeded by other modes of living, 
and thinking, and acting, which the gloss 
of nofvelty recommended for a while to 
the. public taste. 

When we read an account of the man^ 
ners and occupations, of the studies and 
opinions, even of our own countrymen, 
in some remote age, we seem to be read- 
ing the history of a different world from 
V9kvaX we now inhabit. , Coifting down* 
wards, throi:^ sonie generations, a new 
face <rf things appears. oMcn begin to 

Q 4 think, 
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fii:RMON think, and act, in a clifFefent- train; and 

XIX 

what we call rcfinenrent gradually opens. 
Arriving at our own times, wc consider 
ourselves as having widely enlarged the 
sphere of knowledge on every side; hav- 
ing formed just ideas % ©n every sub- 
ject ; having attained the proper stan^u-d 
of manners and behaviour; and, won^r 
at the Ignorance, the uncouthness, and 
rusticity of our forefathers* But, alas! 
what appears to us so perfect sha^l in it« 
turn pass away. The n^t race, while 
they shove us off the stage, will idtroduce 
their favourite discoveries and innovations ; 
and what we now admire as the hdght of 
improvement, may in a few /age/h«nce be 
considered as altogether rude and imperfect. 
As one wave effaces the ridge which- the 
former had made on the sand by the; sea '^ 
shore, so every succeeding age obliterates 
the opinions and modes of the age which 
had gone before it. "The fashion of the 
world is ever passing away. 

Let us ©nly think of the changes virhich 
our own ideas^ and opinions underg6 i!lr^ 
the progress of. life. '- One noon differs not 
inore from another, than t|ie same msn 

Tari?s 
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varies from himself in diifefcnt periods of sERiiOM 
Ms age. and in different situations of for- ^'^ 
tune. In youth, and in opulence, every' 
thing appears smiling and gay. We fly* 
as on the wings of fancy ; and survey 
beauties wherever we ca^st our eye. But 
let some more years have passed over our: 
heads, or let disappointments in the world 
have depressed our spirits ; and what a 
change takes place ! ' The pleasing illusions, 
that : once shone before us ; the splendid 
fabrics that imagination had reared; the. 
enchanting maze in whidi we once wan- 
derod with delight, all vanish and are for- 
gotten. The world itself remains the samci 
But its form, its appearance, and aspect, is 
changed to onr view ; its fashion^ as to us, 
hath passed mvm^4^ 

II. WHitEvoiir ppinions and ideas are 
thus chasiging within, the condition of 
all external things '^t at tlie same time, 
ever changing without us, and around us*.. 
Wherever: we. cast our eyes over the face 
of nature, or the monuments of art> we 
discern the^ marks of alteration and vicis-» 
$itud«. We cannot travel far ' upon the 

2 earth, , 
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wiMOii eart^, vdthout being: presented with many 
^ a striking memorial of the cbanges made 
by time. What was once a flourishing 
city, is now a nfiglected village. Where 
castles and palaces stood, £aillen towers 
and ruined walls appear. Where the mag- 
nificence of the great shone, and the mirth 
of the gay resounded, there, as the preset 
Isaiah describes, the owl and the raven nm0 
dwelly thorns come up^ and the . nittk and the 
bramble grow in the courts^-^^^mm^Whea we 
read the history of nations, what do We 
lead but the history of incessaint revohitiiim 
and change? We behol4^ kingdoms altor- 
nately rising and falling ; peace and war 
taking place by turns j[ pcii^ces, heroes, 
ajid statesmen, coming forth in sudec^sioii 
on the stage, attracting our attention for 
a little by the splendid figure they make, 
and then disapp^uing .ai^L forgotten. We 
see lilM fashion of the fworid zssmmifg all its 
diffarent forms, and^ in ail nf thciQ}, passing 
ijpway^ '".»;■■ 

But to historical annals there is no OC'^ 
casiQ^ for our having recourse^ Let?^Eny 
one who has made some progress in li&, 
recollect only what he has ^$14 passing 

before 
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before . him in his own tide. We have afiRMON 
secji Qur country rise triumphant among ^ ^^^' 
the nations; and we have seen it also 
humbled in , its turn/ We have seen in 
one hemisphere of the gjobe new domi* 
nions acquired, and in another hcmi- 
spere, our old dominions lost. At 
home, we have seen factions and par- 
tics jshift through all their different 
forms J and administrations, in succession, 
rise and falL What were once the great 
themes of eagqr dicussion, and political 
contest jlre now forgotten. Fathers re- 
C(Hint them to their children as the tal« 
of other times. New actors, have come 
forth on the stage of the world. New ob- 
jects have attracted the attention, and new 
intrigues engaged the passions of men, 
New members fill: the seats of justice ; new 
ministers the temples of reli^n; and a 
new world, in short,, in the course of a few 
years, has gradually apd insensibly risfn 
around us. 

When from the public scene we turn . 
our eye tQ our own private connections, 
the changes which have taken place in the 
fa^bim of tb^ worlds nmst touch every 

iftlcciing 
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SERMON reflecting mind with a more tender sen- 
^^^ ^ sibility. For where are now many of tlic 
companions of our early years; many 
of those with whom we first began the 
race of life ; and whose hopes and pro- 
spects were once the same with our 
own ? In recollecting our old acquaintance 
and friends, what devastations have been 
made by the hand of time ? On the 
ruins of our former connections, new ones 
have arisen; new relations have been 
formed ; and the circle of those among ; 
whom we live is .^^together changed frbm 
what it once was. Comparing our pre- 
sent situation with our former condition 
of life \ looking back to our father's house, 
and to the scenes of youth ; remembering 
the friends by whom we were trained, 
and the family in which we grew up \ who 
but with inward emotion, recollects those 
days of .former years, and is disposed 
to drop^ the silent tear, when he views . 
the fashion of the -world 'thus always passing 
4way f 

III. Not only our connections with all ^ 
things around us change, but our own 

life, ^ 
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Hfe^ through all its stages and conditions^ sermcmi 
is ever passing away. How just> and How 
affecting is that image, employed in the 
sacred writings to describe the state of 
man, we spend cur years as a tale that is 
told * / It is not to any thing great^ ot 
lasting that human life is compared; not 
to a monument that is built, or to an in- 
scription that is engraved; not even to 
a book that is .written > or to a history that 
is .recorded i but to a tale^ which is list- 
ened to for a little; where the words 
are fugitive and passings and where one 
incident succeeds and hangs on another, 
till by insensible transitions, we are 
brought to the close; a tale^ which in 
some passages may be amusing, in others^ 
tedious ; but whfether it amuses- or fa- 
tigues, is soon told and soon forgotten. 
Thus, year steals upon us after year* 
Life is never standing still for a moment; 
but continually, though insensibly, sliding 
into a new form- Infancy rises up fast 
to childhood; childhood to youth; youth 
passes quickly into manhood ; and the 

• Psalm xc 3» 

grey 
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SERMON grey hair and the faded look are na€ 
^"' long of admonishing us, that old age is at 
hand* In this ' cburse all generations run^ 
• The world is made up of unceasing rounlds 
of transitory existence* Some generations 
are coming forward into being, iand others 
hastening to leave it. The stream which 
carries us all along, is ever flowing with 
a quick current, though with a still apd 
noiseless course. The dwelling place of 
man is continually emptying, and by a 
fresh succession of inhabitants, continually 
filling anew, ^he memory of man passefb 
away like the remembrance of a guest wb4 
hath tarried but one night*. 

As the life of man, considered iii its 
duration, thus fleets and passes away, so, 
during the time it lasts, its condition is 
perpetually changing. It affords us nothing 
on which we can set up our rest j no 
enjoyment or possession which we can 
properly call our own* When we have 
begun to be plated in such circumstances 
as we desired, and wish our lives to pro- 
ceed m the same agreeable tenor, how 
often comes some unexpected event across 
to disconcert all our schemes of happiness ? 

Oui* 
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Our health declines ; our friends die ; our sEftMoji 
families are scattered > something or other ^^^* 
is not long of occurring, to shew us that 
the wheel must turn round; the fashion of 
the world must pass away. Is there any 
man who dares to look to futurity with 
aa eye of confident hope ; and to say^ that 
against a year hence, he can promise being 
in the same condition of health or for- 
tune as he is at present? The seeds of 
diangp are every where sown in our state; 
and the very causes that seemed to pro- 
mise us security, are often secretly under- 
mining it. Great fame provokes the at- 
tacks of envy and reproach* High health 
gives occasion to intemperance and disease. 
The elevation of the mighty never fails to 
render their condition tottering ; and 
that obscurity which shelters the mean, 
exposes them, at the same time, to become 
the prey of oppression. So completely is? 
the fashion of this world made by Provi- 
dence for change, and prepared for passing 
ofway. In the midst of this instability, it 
were some comfort, did human prosperity 
^ay as slowly ias if rises. By slow de-^ 
{^["ees, and by many intervening steps, it 
9^ risest' 
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SEUfOpi rises. But one day is sulHclent to scat- 
^"'* ,. tcr and bring it ta nought. I might 
add> 

IV. That the world itself in which wc 
dwell, the basis of all our present enjoy- 
ments, is itself contrived for change, and 
designed to pass away. While the gene- 
rationsr of men come forth in their turns, 
like troops of succeeding pilgrims, to act 
their part on this globe,, the globe on 
which. they act is tottering under. their feet. 
It was once overflowed by a deluge. It is' 
shaken by earthquakes; it is undermined* 
by subterraneous fires ; it . carries many 
a mark of having suffered , violent con- 
vulsions, and of tending to dissolution!. 
Revelation informs us that there i^ a day 
approaching,: in which the heavens shaft 
pass away.wkh a great wise*, the elements 
shall melt with fervent beati and the earth 
and the • tvorks therein shall be burnt up. 
When tliis destined hour, arrives the fa^' 
shion of the ixforld shall have finally. /ifrf! * 
away. Immortal' spirits shall then' IboK'***' 
back upon this world, as we d6 it' present otl- 
^ ' cities and empires, which \ytrc' briccmighty 

and 
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and flourishing, but now are swept from sermon 
existence^ and their place is no more to be ^^* 
found. 

I SHALL insist no longer on this repre- 
sentation of thing? . Enough has been said, 
to show that the fashion of the worid^ iii 
every sense, passes away. Opinions JHid 
manners, public affairs and private con-*, 
cerns, the life of man> the conditions of 
fortune, and the earth itself on which we 
dwell, arc all changing around us. — Is every 
thing, then, with which we are connectedi 
passing juid transitory ? Is the whole state 
of man no more than a dream or fleeting 
vision ? Is he blought forth to be only the 
child of a day ? Are we thrown into a 
river where all flows j and nothing stays ; 
where we have ho means of resisting the 
current 3 nor can reach any firm ground on 
which to rest our foot ?-— No, my brethren 1 
man. was not doomed to be so unhappy ^ 
nor made by his Creator so much in vain. 
There are three fixed and pcnttanent ob- 
jects, to which I must now call your atten- 
tion, as the great supports of human con-^ 
stancy amidst thi& fugitive stdtte* Though 

Vol; IV. R this 
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^iJ^ijk^ this World changes ; and passes away^ virtrwr 
u^I^Lj ?^^ SP9^^^^ ©ever chailge 5 God yicver 

changes ; heaven and, immortality pass, not 

»v^ay. 

first ^. Virtue and' goodness never 
elmngc. Let opinions and manners, con- 
ditions and situations, in public and in 
private life, alter as they will, virtue is ever 
the same. It rests on the immoveable basis 
of Eternal. Truths Among, all the revohi^ 
tions of hjiman things^ it maintains itr 
ground 3 ever pwsessing^ the veneration ^ and 
C8t€€m of ma^ind, and conferring on the^ 
hear^ v^rhich enjoys it,: satisfaction and 
p^ce. Consult the mi36t retnolje antiquity^ 
Look \!b ti^ most savdige nations of the 
earth. Ho^ wild, mi how fluctuating; 
sotver the ideas of m^m may have been, thi^ 
opimoQ you wiU find ta haaro always pre- 
yaUed, thfit "ffoMX!^^ trttth;». aiid htmAscnct 
foFm tht ^i^ttrund the C3£€^ency of matn^t^ 
In th^y the phiksc^iier aiid the savage,, tbe;^ 
wasdor ^^ the h^mit, joiiv At this aitar 
a}l h%v«. ^^^rshipped. ^hwr. offci^gs Bjtey 
have bete laASeciftly, Xhda: notiofis of w-^ 
tue may have^ hem ^de^. ind decaiaemaJiy* 

tainteci 
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teihted by ignorance and superstition j but sermon 
the fondamental ideas of moral worth have ^ .^li, 
ever remained the same. 

Here then is one point of sfeibility, af* 
fected by no vicissitudes of time and lifCj 
on which we may rest. Our fortunes fhay 
change j and out friends may dies but vir-^ 
tue may still be our own j and as long as 
this remains, we are never miserable; Till 
I die I will not remove my integrity froni me4. 
My righteousness I hold fast^ and will not let 
it go. My heart ^11 mt reproach Me so long 
as I live*. He who, with the holy man 
of old, can held this language, may with 
urniisturbed mind suiTey time flying away, 
life decaying, and the wlible fashion of the 
World changing around him. ^ He hath 
within himself^ a source <if consolation and 
hope, independent of all earthly objects. 
Every terrestrial glory sparkles only for a 
iittky with transient brightness. But virtue 
Shines with eternal and unalterable splen^ 
dour. . It derives its^ origin from heaven 1 
and partakes both of the liistre, and the. sta^ 

MIS:y',:of <dtestial olgeets. // is the hright^ 

..^ J. i\ ..'. ii. . .' . • • -' ' ' "• * 
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SEKMQiir »^ii of the .everlasting light -^ the unspotted 
^^^* mirror of God^ and the image of his goodness. 

.;;In t\Q second ^\zi:^y God never changes, 
^tnidst the unceasing^ vicissitude of earthly 
thi^igs, there remains at the head of the uni- 
ver^e^ an Eternal Protector of virtue, whose 
throne is ,estaklished for evef. With him 
there is no 'variableness y neither any shadonv 
of turning \ no inconstancy of purpose, and 
no decay of wisdom or of power. We 
know that he loved righteousness from the 
beginning of days, and that he will continue 
to love it unalterably to the last. Foreseen 
by him was every revolution which the 
course of ages has produced. All the 
changes which happen in the 3tate of nature, 
or the life of men, were comprehended in 
his decree. How much soever worldly 
things may change in themselves, they are 
all united in his plan ; they constitute one 
great ^system or whole, of which he is the 
Author \ and which, at its final completion, 
shafl ^pear to be perfect. .His dominion 
hoUs togetJi^;^ in a coatimied .^hain^ the^ 
successive variety, of human events ; . gives 
stability Xo . thin^^ that .,in themselves arc 
' . 3 fluctu- 
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fluctuating; gives constancy even to the sermon 
fashion of the world vAvXq it is passing away. ^^^' 
Wherefore, though all things change on 
earth, and we ourselves be involved in tJie 
general mutability, yet as long as, with 
trust and hope, we look up to the Supremi 
Being, we rest on the rock of agesy and ai'c 
safe amidst every change. We possess a 
fortress to which we can have recourse in 
all dangers ; a refuge under all storms ; a 
dwelling-place in all generations. 

In the third tind last place. Heaven and 
immortality pass not away- The fleeting 
scenes of this life are to be considered as no. 
more than an introduction to a nobler and 
more permanent order of things, when man 
shall have attained the maturity of his be- 
ing. This is what reason gave some ground 
to expect; what revelation has fully con- 
firmed ', and, in confirming it, has agreed 
with the sentiments and anticipations of the 
good and wise in every age. We are taught 
to believe, that what we now behold, is 
only the first stage of the life of man. We 
arc arrived no farther than the threshold; 
we dwell as in the outer courts of existence,. 

R 3 Here, 
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SERMON Here, tents only are pitched ; taberjiacles 
^^^* erected for the sojourners of a day. But 
in the region of eternity, all is great, stable, 
and unchanging. There, the mansicns of 
the just are prepared ; there, the city which 
hath foundations is built ; there is established, 
the kingdom ivhich cannot be moved. Here 
every thing is in stir and fluctuation ; be- 
rause here good men continue not, but pass 
onward in the course of being. There, all 
is »erene, steady, and orderly ; because there 
remaineth the final rest of the people of God. 
Here, all is corrupted by our folly and gnilt 3 
and of course must be transient and vain. 
But there, purchased by the death, and 
secured by the resurrection, of the Son of 
God, is an inheritance incorruptible ^ unde-^ 
filed^ and that fadeih not away. There 
reigns that tranquillity vt^iich is never trou- 
bled. There shines that sun which never 
sets. There flows that river of pleasures, 
which is always unruffled and purei Look- 
ing forward to those divine habitations, the 
changes of the present world disappear to 
the eye of faith ; and a good man becomes 
ashamed of suffering himself to be dejected 
by what is so soon to pass away. 

Such 
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. Such are the objects you ought. to op- sermon 
|iose.to the transient ^iij&/c« of the w^rtd) ^^^' 
Virtue, and God, and Heaven, Fixing 
your regard on these, you will have no 
reaspn to complain of the lot of man, or 
ithe world's mutability. — The design pf tl^ 
preceding representation wliich I gave of the 
world, was not to indulge vaiti declamation ; 
to raise fruitless melancholy j or tp throw 
•ftn unQeccssary cloud over human life : But 
lojshew t)ie moderation requisite in our 
attachment to the world j and at the . same 
time, to point out the higher objects both 
of attention and consolation which religion 
a:fFords.— t — Passing and changeable as all 
human things are, among them^ however, 
we must at present act our part ; to them 
we must return from religious meditation- 
They are not below the regard of any 
Christian ; for they form the scene which 
Providence ha§ appointed at present for his 
activity, and his duty, Triak and danger^s 
they may often present to him ; but amidst 
these he will safely hold his course, if, when 
engaged in worldly affairs, he keep in view 
those divine objects which I have been, set- 
ting before ham. Let hi»r eva' retain con- 
R f jiexioij 
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gERMOjr nexion with Virtue, and God, aiid Heaven, 
xj^!i^ By them let his conduct be regulated, and 
his constancy supported. So shall he use 
thU ^'orl4 without abusing it. He shall nei- 
ther droop under its misfortunes, nor be 
vainly elated by its advantages j but through 
all its changes shall carrj' an equal and steady 
mind j and in the end shall receive the ac- 
pomplishmpnt of the promise of Scripture, 
that though the world passeth away^ and tbt 
lust thereof y, be that doeth the will of God shall 
f^bide for ever ^. 

* 1 ^oHn, ii. 5^, 
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SERMON XIII. 

On Tranquillity of Mind, 



Psalm xv. 5. 

w^He that doeth these things shall never b^ - 
moved. 

TRANQUILLITY of mind, or, in the sermon 
words of the text, a mind not moved . ^}^ 
pr disquieted by the accidents of Ufe, is 
undoubtedly one of the greatest blessings 
^at we can possess op parth. It is here 
mentioned as the reward of the man, whose 
character had been described in -this psahn, 
as Reading a virtuous life, and discharging his 
duty towards God and his neighbour. It \% 
indeed the ultimate aim, to which .the v/ishes 
of the wise and reflecting have ever b?ci; 

directed^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^50 On tranquillity of Mind^ 

SERMON directed, that with a mind undisturbed by 
^"- an^^ieties, cares, and fears^ they plight pass 
their days in a pleasing serenity. They 
Justly concluded that, by enjoying them- 
selves in . peace, they would enjoy, to the 
greatest advantage, all the comforts of life 
that came' within their reach. - 

This happy tranquillity, the multitude 
conceive to be most readily attainable by 
means of wealth, or, at least, of an easy 
fortune j which they imagine would set 
them above all the ordinary disturbances 
of life. That it has som« effect for thb 
purpose, cannot be denied. Poverty and 
straitened circumstances are often incon- 
sistent with ti^anquillity. To be destitute 
of those conveniencies that suit our rank 
in the world ; to be burdened with 
anxiety about making provision for every 
day which passes over our head > instead of 
bringing comfort to a family who look 
up to U5 for aid, to behold ourselves sur- 
rounded with their wants and complaints, 
are circumstances which cannot fail to give 
.much uneasiness to every feeling mind. 
To take measures, therefore, for attaining 
a competent fortune, by laudable means, 



15 
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js wise and proper. Entire negligence of sermoIt 
our affairs, and indifference about our 
yoi Idly circumstances, is, for ^he most part, 
the consequence of some vice, or some 
folly .T-At the same time, J must observe, 
t:hat the attainment of opulence is no cer- 
tain method of attaining tranquillity. Em- 
barrassments and vexations often attend it ; 
and ' long experience has shewn, that tran- 
quillity is far from being always found 
among the rich. Nay, the higher that 
men rise in the world, the greater degrees 
of power and distinction which they ac- 
quire, they are often the farther removed 
from internal peace. The world affords 
so many instances of miseries abounding in 
the higher ranks pf life, that it were need- 
less to enlarge on a topic so generally known 
and admitted. 

Assuming it, therefore, for an undoubted 
tnith, that the mere possession of the goods 
of fortune jnay be consistent' with the want 
of inward tranquillity, we must look around 
for other more certain grquiids of it, "We 
must enquire whether any line of conduct 
can be pointed btit, which, independent of 
external situation in the world, shall tend 

■•-. to 
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SERMQK to make us easy in mind s shaU cither be- 
stow, or aid, that tranquillity which all men 
desire. The remaining part of this dis- 
course shall be employed in suggesting, widi 
great plainness of speech, such directions as 
appear to me most material on this impor- 
tant subject. 

The frsi direction which I have to 
suggest is, that we imitate the character 
of the man who is described in tliis Psalm 
as tvalking uprightly^ ^working righteousness^ 
and speaking the truths as he thinketh in bis 
heart ; that we study to preserve a clear 
conscience^ and to lead a virtuoxis and 
honourable, at least an inoffensive and 
innocent life* Of such a man only it can 
be sai4^ that, doing these things^ - he shall 
never be nmjed. So great is the power of 
conscience over every human being, that 
the remembrance of crimes never fails 
to overthrow tranquillity of mind^ Be as- 
sured, that he who defrauds his neighbour, 
who has ensnared the innocent, has vio- 
lated his trust, or betrayed his friencJi shall 
nsvcT enjoy within hiiiiself undisturbed 
quiet- His evil deeds will ' at times recur 

to 
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to lus l%oi|ghijs, Ukp ghosts ciging up in agRMON 
black array beforphim t(>- haxHit fais couch. '.^^ ^'^ 
Even . the^.sen?e .of ^ fooHsh -and trifling 
gonfluct; <?£ a life passed in idleness ai^i dj^-^ 
sipation ; by whichy though a man has not 
been guilty of great crimes, he has, how- 
ever, wasted his substance, mispent his time, 
and brought upon himself just reproach > 
even tbis, I say, is sufficient to create much 
uocsisiness and disquiet to the heart. Let 
him, therefore, who wishes to enjoy tran- 
quillity, study, above all things, to act an 
irreproachable part. With comfort he will 
rest his head on his pillow at night, when 
he is conscious that throughout the day he 
has been dc?ing his duty towards God and 
man ; when none of the transactions of that 
day come back, in painful remembrance, 
to upbraid him. To this testimony of a 
good conscience, let him be able. 

In the second place, to join humfcle trust 
in the favour of God, . As, gtftcr.thp best 
endeavoijars we can use, .no. .nidi's beha- 
vipuf will. be. entirely. faultless,; iti is. essen- 
tial; to,, peace of, mind, that we i^ive scaae 
grpUT^d for hope in. .the i diving ^ mercy,, 

-that 
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WRMOK that, throta^h ;tl» merits of Jesus Christ, 
^'*^* o»r defects shall be . forgiven* and grace 
be shewn u% by Heaven. This includes 
all tihie duties of feith and repentance that 
we: nrquimi by the gospel > the feithful 
discharge of which duties is absolutely 
necessary for delivering us from those fears 
Qf another world, which, if not allayed, 
»)r sufficient to banish all tranquillity from 
the heart* Omr religious principles must 
at the same time be sound and piare > 
and carefully preserved froiii the taint of 
superstition, whose gloomy horroua^s, taking 
possession of weak and ill-informed minds^ 
convert what they mistake for religion, 
into a source of misery.— Moreover, it is 
necessary, that we be able to place trust in 
God, not only as our future judge, but as 
the present Governour of humafe affairs. 
So uncertain is tl» (X)nrinuance of every 
earthly comfort, that he who reposes no 
confictencc in the Supreme Disposer of 
cvtots, must be oft^ disquieted arul de- 
jected. He alone possesses firm tranquil-^ 
lity, who, amidst all human vicissitudes, 
looks up, With settled trust, to an Almighty 
Ruler, as; to one under whose conduct he 

is 
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fesdfe. Toe him alone feelwigs that ha|jpy sesmosi 
privilege, described by the Psalmist: Jf^ ^^^ 
shall not be afraid of evil tidings ; his heart 
is fixed ^ trusting in the Lord^. 

\ I have pointed out the primary and es- 
sential foundations of tranquillity ; virtuous 
condtict, good principles, and pious dis^ 
positions. At the same time, a man may 
be both pious and virtuous, and yw 
througJk some defects in the management 
of his mind and temper, may not possess 
that happy serenity and self-enjoyment^ 
which ought to be the portion of virtue 
aild pkty: Instances of this will occur to 
every one who is acquainted with the worlds 
We too often behold persons, whose prin- 
ciples, and whose moral conduct, are in the 
main unexceptionable, leading an uncom- 
fortable life ; through fretfulness of te:mper,. 
peevishness of manners, or suUenness of 
disposition* There is,, therefore, some dis^ 
cipline to be studied -, there are sane sub- 
sidiary . parts of , ch^acter to ' be. attended 
to, : in order. tx> give piety- arid vii?fU5 
their: fulLefFect-foc conf^rring^ tranquillity/ 
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SBXiiOR To the consideratiou of these secondary 
^^™- means I now proceed* Let mc then ad- 
vise you, 

. In the /i&/W place, to attend to the cul- 
ture and improvement of your minds. 
A fund of useful knowledge, and a stock 
of ideas, afford much advantage for the 
enjoyment of tranquillity. I do not mean 
that every man must study to become 
deeply learned. The situation of many 
would not allow it- The taste, and the 
habits of others, prevent it. But what I 
mean is, that every man who wishes to 
lea[d a comfortable life should provide for 
himself, as much as he can, by means of 
observation, reading, and reflecting, a large 
field of useful thoughts. In a mind abso- 
lutely vacant, tranquillity is seldom found. 
The vacancy too often will be filled up 
by bad desires and passions. Whereas 
tjie mind of a wise man is a kingdom 
to itself. In his lonely, or melancholy 
Hours, he finds always resources within 
himself, to which he . can turn for relief. 
As there are many occasions when ex- 
ternal objects afford no pleasure, it is only 

by 
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bybcing able to rest ori "the entertain- sermon 
merits afford^ to himselifby^hrs mind, that ^ ^"^' 
any one cai^ pass his days with self-enjoy-^ 
ment. Let me recommend for the same 
p\jrposc. 

In Xht fourth place, that we be always* 
careful 'to provide proper employment for 
our time* Regular industry and labour, 
with intervals of ease, is perhaps the state 
most conducive of any to tranquillity. If 
dUr station give no call to industry, it will 
bfe ' profitable that we study to have some 
cnci or object in view, to which our atten- 
tion ^shall be; directed. Relaxation from 
intense or incessant pursuit, is requisite for 
comfort. But if relaxation degenerate 
into total idleness, it becomes in a high 
degree adverse to tranquillity. Every 
man by his nature is formed, more 
or less, for action. In a mind that is' 
entirely quiescent, and that has no object 
to put it into motion, instead of self-cn-'- 
joymcnt, there will be constant languor,*J 
tediousness, and misery. Life stagnates inT 
such a situation, like a pool of dead waters j^ 
and the man becomes a burden to mm*' 

VoL^IV. S self. 
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■SERMON self. Violent and dangerous pursuits, 
* which distract and embroil those who are 
engaged in them, I cannot be understood 
to: : recomtnend. Every one sees how 
foreign -these arc to a state of tranquUlity. 
iBut, in"the ordinary tenour of calm and easy 
life, I w^uld advise every one to have some 
end before him > some object which shall 
bring the mind into action, and fill up the 
^acuities of time. Provided the object be 
innocent and of no unsuitable or degrading 
nature, it may answer this purpose^ though 
it should not be in itself of high importance. 
It is better for the mind to have some 
deterrdinate direction given it, than to be 
always left floating, as it were, in empty 
space- — — But about whatever objects we 
are employed, it is still more material to 
tranquillity, that, in the 

-py/^>& place, wc learn to govern our 
f>assions. These are the most frequent 
disturbers of our peace. Necessary as theiJ* 
impulse is to give activity to the mind} 
yet if they are not kept in suBordinatibtt 
to reason, they speedily throw all thmgs 
tnto cpnfesion , • S ucli 'of ^ *lhem ' as - heldn| 
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to the malignant and unsocial ckss, cvi- sermon 
dently tend to proetuce vexation and ^is^ 
quiet. Against suffering these tQ gain 
possession of the heart, admonition is iscarce* 
ly necessary. But I must admonish yotr^ 
that even those which are accounted o£ 
innocent nature, and which therefore may 
lay hold of virtuous minds, if they obtain: 
the entire mastery, are sufficient to over*' 
throw the tranquillity of life. . LfCt every 
one therefore, who values tliat tranquillity; 
study to retain moderatiott and self-com- 
mand, even in the midst of passions vnJbich 
have a fair and bland appearance. He 
will find that the gratification of any one 
of them, compensates not that perpetual 
slavery to which it wiH reduce him, when 
it becomes inordinate. 

1 have farther to admonish you, that 
this ielf-command is particularly neces-* 
sary in all that relates to haliitual tempcn 
Even where strong passions are out of the 
question, those flight . emotions which 
ruffle or sour the temper, are sufficient, 
by their frequent recurrence, to poisqn all 
self enjoyment* He, who would possess a 
tranquil state, must, above all things, cul- 
82 tivite 
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SERMON tivate calmness, and gentleness of disposi- 
A^A^ tion. He ought especially to cultivate it 
in that society, whether domestic or social, 
with which he has most frequent inter- 
course. We all know, that there are thou- 
^sands, who in public, and in formal compa- 
nies, appear to be all gentleness and swect- 
JieBs, but who, at home, and among their 
Clearest relations, give vent, with freedom, 
to the most harsh and peevish dispositionsr 
,Such persons are not likely to ci^y much 
real comfort. For it is in the daily and fa- 
. miliar intercourse of life, that temper chiefly 
exerts its power, cither for promoting or 
for disturbing the tranquillity of our 
• days. Gn occasions when men come den- 
sest together, if, instead of meeting in 
smooth contact, they rub and grate on 
lone another, the feelings produced on 
. both sides are of the most offensive and 
displeasing kind. Nothing can be assuiqed 
..as a/ more certain axiom, than that he 
.who/ allows cither . inordinate passions, or 
.a cross, temper, to govern him, must, 
though he should possess all that flourijb- 
;ii?g fortune can -bestow, be a stranger to 
tranquillity. • 
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In the sixth place, let me advise you sermon 
never to expect too much from the world. "^"^'^ 
High hopes, and florid views, ai'e great- 
enemies to tranquillity. When rashly in- 
dulged, they are constantly producing disf- 
appointments. Their indulgence, in th^ 
mtean time, occasions discontent with our 
present situation ; and " he who is discon- 
tented cannot be happy. One of the first 
lessons, both of religion and wisdom, is, 
to moderate our expectations and hopes j 
and not to set forth on the voyage of life 
t?kb men who expect to be always carried 
forward with a favourable gale. Let your 
views be suited to your rank and station 
in the world; and never soar fantastically 
beyond them. ♦ Content yourselves with 
sober pleasures, and form ybur* relish ^to 
them. Be thankful when you are- fr^ 
from pain, though you be not in tlie ^ 
midst of high enjoyment. Be satisfied, if 
the path you tread be easy and smooth, , 
though it be not strewed with flowers. 
Human life admits" not of continued plea- 
sure; nor is it always rendered happy 
by great e^taltation. Remember, that it 
js a middle region which is the native 
S 3 sta4on 
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SERMJN station of tranquillity. It neither asplresi 
to those heights of the atmosphere where 
tiie thunder ^ is formed, nor creeps always 
on the ground. Affect not, on cveiy 
occasion, to put yourselves forward? Be 
content to retire sometimes into the 
shades and allow others to take their 

proper place, rit will be easily seen, 

that I -speak not now to the ambitious and 
aspiring ; but to those who value tranquil- 
lity more than splendid appearance itx ^^ 
world. 

Such persons I also ^vise, while tl)ey 
expect not top much from the world, 
^ther, also, to form too high expccta*- 
tions from the characters pf those on 
whose friendship they rest, and with 
whom it is their lot tp be connected, 
cither in social or domestic relations. If 
you have looked for perfection ^ny where, 
you will find yourself disappointed; and 
the consequence of this disappointment 
will be, that friendship will cool, and 
disgust succeed, |f yoii wish to enjpjr 
•comfort in any of your cc^nexions, taHe 
your fellow ^ creatures as they arc, and 
lopk fpr their imperfcj^tion? tp appear, 
■ ' ^ ' ■ ^ ■" ■* ■ ' Yoii 
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You know you have your own ; bear with: sermon 
those of others, as you expect that they 
are to bear with you. As no one is with- 
out his failings, few also are void of ami- 
able qualities. Select for your compa- 
nions, those who have the greatest share 
of. such qualities ; and value them accord- 
ingly. — In a word, make the be^t of this 
Xvorld as yo^ find it.. Reckon botli on. 
the state of human life, and on the society 
of rpien, as jnixed, and chequered with= 
good and evil Carrying always in your 
©yc such views of things^ you will be best 
farmed to those equal spirits, and that rea-. 
5onable disposition of mind, which make 
the basis oi traAquillity. J shiall only^ad^;, 

Seventh^ and last, advice pn this SijJiyectj. 
to nux retreat with the active business 
.of the world, and tp cultivate habits of 
serious thought and recollection. I before 
advised those who are nc>t particularly enr 
gaged ii) active life, to form to themsidves 
some object of pursuit^ in prdcr to furr 
pish proper employment to tixnc and 
i)j,pught. Bwt the great multitude of rneiji 

S 4 are 
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SEjRMON arc in a different situation. Judustry 15 
required of them \ business and cares press ; 
and active pursuits occupy their closest 
attention. He who, in this situation, pours 
himself forth incessantly on the world, can- 
not escape partaking much of its disturbance 
and^ trouble. Amidst bustle, intrigue, and 
dissension, he jnust pass many an uneasy 
hour. Here an enemy encounters himj 
there, a rival meets him. A suspicious 
friend alaims him one hour ; an ungrateful 
one provokes him the next, J do not 
recommend, that, for these reasons, he who 
studies tranquillity should retire from all , 
public business, and forsake the haunts of 
icnen> This were * the retreat of a mc^^ 
-jiot of gi good and a wise man. Tranquil- 
lity were too dearly purchased by the neglect 
of those duties which belong to a map, and a 
Christian. Nor indeed in absolute seclusion 
from the world, is tranquillity ever found. 
On^ the contrary, when the human mind is 
cut off from those employments for which it 
wa^ designed by nature apd Prpvidenoe, it 
preys on itself, and engenders its own 
misery. Tranquillity is always most likdy 
. Xo be attained, . when the business of tlie 

world 
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world is tempered with thoughtful and sermon 
serious retreat. Commune with your hearts 
on your bed^ and be still. Leaving this world 
to itself, let there be seasons which you dt^ 
vote to yourselves, ind to God. Reflection 
and meditation allay the workings of many 
unquiet passions ; and place us at a distance 
. from the tumults of the world. When the 
mind has either been ruffled or cast down, 
an intercourse with Gt)d and heaven we find 
a sanctuary to which we can retreat. In the 
hours of contemplation and devotion, a 
goo4 inan enjoys himself in peace. He be- 
holds; nobler objects than what worldly men 
can behold. He assumes a higher character. 
He listens to the voice of nature and of God ^ 
fiiid from this holy sanctuaiy comes forth 
with a mind fortified against the little dis- 
turbances of the world. Such habits there- 
fore, cannot be too much recommended to 
the lovers of tranquillity, as powci-ful subsi- 
diary means for attaining that happy state, 

I HAVE thus pointed out what appear^ 
to me the discipline of religion and wisdon^ 
for tranquillity of mind. He that doeth 
these things shall never kc moved^^rr-Durmg 
^ th<s 
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SERMON • the early periods of life, vivid sensations of 
pleasure are 4:he sole objects thought worthy 
of pursuit. Mer? ease and calmness are 
. despised, as the portion of the aged only 
and the feeble. Some longer acquaintance 
with the world, with its disappointed Jiopes 
and fallacious pleasures, teaches almost ^11 
men, by degrees, to wish for tranquillity 
and peace- But you must not imagine, 
that these are blessings which will drop on 
men of their own ac<;prd as soon as they 
be^in to desire them. No : the thoughtless^ 
and the profligate, ^vill ever remain strangers 
to them. They will remain the sport of 
every accident that occurs to derange thetf 
minds, and to disturb their life,-.— The three 
grfat enemies to tranquillity are, Vice^ 
jSuperstjtion^ and Idleness : Vice, which 
poi'sons and disturbs the mind with bad 
passions ^ Superstition, whiph fills it with 
imaginaiy terrours ; Idleness,, which loa4s it 
with tediousriess jand disgust, It js only by 
following the path which eternal wisdom 
has pointjed out, that we can arrive at the 
blessed temple of tranquillity, and obtain a 
station there : By doing, ox at least endc^- 
youring to do, our dijty to Go4: and inaji ; 
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by acquiring a humble trust in the mercy sermomt 
and favour of God through J|sus Christ;, 
by cultivating our minds, and properly 
employing pur time and thougljitsj by 
governing our passions and our temper | 
by correcting all unreasonable expectations 
from the world and from men j and, iij- 
the midst of worldly business, habituating 
ourselves to calm retreat and serjous re- 
collection, — By sucU means as these, it may 
be hoped, that, through the divide blessing, 
our days sh^H il6w in a stream as unruffled 
as the human state admits. The mcketi are 
like the troubled sea ^ when it cannot rest. 
fiut the work of righteousness is peace ; and 
the effect of righteousness is quietness and a^^ 
fUratffefor ever^. 



>1 
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SERMON Xiy^ 

On the Misfortunes of Men |?cing 
chargeable on themselves^ ^ 



SERMON 



Proverbs, xix. 3. • 

'^e foolishness of man pervertetb bis way^ 
and his heart fretteth against the L(^d. 

HOW many complaints do we hear 
from every quarter, of the misery 
and distress that fill the world? In these 
the high and the low, the young and the 
agcd> join s and since the beginning of 
time, no topic has been more fertile of 
declarnation than the vanity and vexation 
which man is appointed to suffer. But 
aie we certain that this vexation, and this 
vanity, is altogether to be ascribed to the 
4 appoints 
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On the Misfortunes of Men^ &c. ^5^ 

'^poiutment of - Heaveft^?- Ts' there no sermon 
ground to suspect, that man' himself is the ,J^: 
chief and itniftediate author of his own 
sufferings?' What the text plainly suggests 
is, that it is common for men to complain 
groundlessly of Providence; that they are 
prone to accuse God for the evils of life, 
when in reason they ought to accuse them- 
selves; and that after their foolishness hath 
perverted their wayj and made them un- 
dergo the consequences of their own mis- 
conduct, they impiously fret in heart against 
the Lord. This is the doctrine which I now 
propose to illustrate, in order to silence the 
sceptic, and to check a repining and irreli- 
gious spirit. I shall for this end make some 
observations, first, on the external, and 
nextj upon the internal, condition' of man, 
and then conclude with such serious and 
useful improvement as the subject will na- 
turally suggest. 

I. Let us consider the external con- 
dition of man. We find him placed in a 
world, where he has by no means the dis- 
posal of the events that happen. Calami- 
tics sometimes befal the worthiest and the 

best. 
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SERMON best, which it is not in their power to pK^ 
\j vent, and where nothing is left them, but 
to acknowledge and to submit to the high 
hand of Heaven. For such visitations of 
trial, many good and wise reasons can be 
assigned, which the present subject leads 
me not to discuss. But though those un- 
avoidable calamities make a part, yet they 
make not the chief part, of the vexations 
and- sorrows that distress human life. A 
multitude of evils beset us, for the source 
of which we must look to another ijuar- 
; tcr. — No sooner has anything in the 
health, or in the circumstances of men, 
gone cross to th^rwish, than they begin 
to talk of the unequal distribution of the 
good things of this life; they envy the 
condition of others ^ they repine at their 
own lot, and fret against the Ruler of the 
world. 

Full of thes6 sentiments, one man pines 
under a broken constitution. But let^'us 
ask him, whether we can, fairly andTiOr 
nestly, assign no cause for this Hut tHef 
unknown decree of Heaven. Has he dqly 
valued the blessing of jhtealth, an3 .al-^ 
ways observed the rules .of virtue and soi 
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briety ? Has he been moderate in his life, sermon 
and temperate in all his pleasures ? If now 
he be only paying the price of his former, 
perhaps his forgotten indulgences, has he 
any title to complain, as if he were suf- 
fering unjustly ? Were you to survey the 
chambers of sickness and distress, you 
would find them peopled with the victims 
of intemperance and sensuality, and with 
the children of vicious indolence and 
sloth. Among the thousands who Ian- - 
guish there, you would find the propor- . 
tion of innocent sufferers to be small. 
You would see faded youth, premature 
old age, and the prospect of an untimely . 
grave, to be the portion of multitudes 
who, in one wfy or other, have brought - 
those evils on themselves; while yet these 
martyrs of vice and folly have the assurance 
to arraign the hard fate of man, and to 
fret against the Lord. 

But you, perlxaps, complain of hard- 
ships of another kinds of the inj[ustice of* 
the world; of the poverty which you suf- 
fer, and the discouragements under which 
you ' labour; of the cross;2S and ' disap- 
pointments of which your life has been 

* doomed 
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SERMON doomed to be fulL Before you give 

too much scope to your discontent, let 
me desirtf you to reflect impartially upon 
your past train of life. Have not sloth, 
or pride, or ill-temper, or sinful passions^ 
Daisied you often from the path of sound 
and wise conduct? Have you not been 
wanting to yourselves in improving those 
opportunities which Providence offered 
you, for bettering and advancing.; your 
state ? If you have chosen to indulge your 
humour or your taste, in tlie gratifica- 
tions of indolence or pleasure, can you 
cpmplain, because others, in preference to 
you> have obtained those advantages which 
naturally belong to useful labours, and 
honourable pursuits ? Have not the con- 
sequences of some false steps, into which 
your passions or your pleasures have 
betrayed you, pursued you through much 
of your life ; tainted, perhaps your cha- 
racter, involved you in embarrassments, 

or sunk you injo neglect ?-: It is an old 

saying, that every man is the artificer of 
his own fortune in the vvorld. It is cer- 
tain that the world seldom turns wholly 
against a man, unless through his own 

fault. 
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ftuk. Godliness iSy in general, profitable skrmom 
unto all tbin'gis. Virtue, diligence, and ^ ^^^• 
industry, joined with good temper arid 
jprudenee, have ever been found the surest 
road to prosperity ; and where men fail 
of attaining it, their want of success is 
far oftener owing to their having deviated 
from that road, than to their having 
encountered insuperiable bars in it. Some, 
by being too artful, forfeit the reputa- 
tion of probity. Some, by being too 
open, are accounted to fail in prudence. 
Others by being fickle and changeable, 
are distrusted by all. The case com- 
monly is, that men seek to ascribe their 
disappointments to any cause, rather than 
to their own misconduct ^ and when they 
can devise no other cause, they lay them 
to the charge of Providence. Their folly 
leads them into vices ; their vices into 
misfortunes 5 and in their misfortunes they 
fret against the Lord. They are doubly 
unjust towards God. In their prosperity, * 
tbey are apt' to ascribe their success to 
tAeir own diligence, rather than to God's" 
blefssing; and in their adversity, they im-' * 
f>nt^ their . distresses t© his providence. 
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SERMON not to their own misbehaviour. Whereas, 
' the truth is the very reverse of this. Every 
good and every perfect gift cometh from above j 
and of evil and misery, man is the author 
to himself. 

When from the condition of indivi- 
duals, we look abroad to the public state 
of the world, we meet with more proofs 
of the truth of this assertion. We see 
great societies of men torn in piec es by 
intestine dissensions, tumults, and civil 
commotions. We see mighty armies 
going forth, in formidable array, against 
each other, to cover the earth with blood, 
and to fill the air with the cries of widows 
and orphans. Sad evils these are, to 
which this miserable world is exposed. 
■But are these evils, I beseech you, 
to be imputed to God ? Was it he who 
sent forth slaughtering armies into the 
field, or who filled the peaceful city with ^ 
massacres and blood ? Are these miseries 
any other than the bitter fruit of men's 
violent and disorderly passions ? Are they 
not clearly to be traced to the ambition 
and vices of princes^ to the quarrels of 
tlie great, and to the turbulence of the 

people ? 
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people f Let us lay them entirely out sjumon 

of the account, in thinking of Providence ; 
and let us think only oixhtfoolishn^s of 
men. Did man control his passions, and 
form his conduct according to the dictates 
of wisdom, humanity, and virtue, the earth 
would no longer be desolated by cruelty; 
and human societies would live in order, 
harmony, and peace^ In those scenes of 
mischief and violence which fill the world, 
let man behold, with shame, the pictures of 
bis vices, his ignorance and folly. Let him 
be humbled by the mortifying view of his 
own perverseness ; but let not his heart fret 
against the Lord. From the external con- 
dition, let us proceed, 

II. To consider the4riternal state of man. 
It is certain that much disquiet and misery 
may be found there, although his outward 
condition appear undisturbed and easy. 
As far as this inward disquietude arises, 
from tSe stings of conscience, and the hor- 
rors of guilt, there can be no doubt qf it^ 
being self-crieated misery; which it is- al- 
together impossible t6 impute to Heaven* 

Ta But 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



276 6n the Mtsfortujies of Mefi 

SERMON But even, when great crimes and deep re- 
^^^ morse, are not the occasions of torment^ 
how often is poison infused into die most 
floiirisfiing coriditions of fortune, by the 
follies a;n(f the passions of the prosperous ?' 
We see thcrfl peevish and restless \ corrupt- 
ed with luxury, afid enervated by ease -y 
impatient of the smallest disappointment; 
oppressed with low spirits, and complaining 
of every thing around them, rfow maiiy 
Hamansy liazaels^ and Itefodsy arc there 
in the world, who, from what they suffer 
within, pass their days in iflore vexation 
and misery, than they who undergo the 
hardships of poverty ? Dare such men in' 
their most discontented mornents, charge 
the providence of Heaven withu^i?iiseries of 
their own procuring .^ Providence had put 
into theit hands the fairest opportunity of 
passing their life with cdmfott. But they 
theniselvesf blasted every coififort that was 
offered; and verified the prcdictioji, that 
tbi pfosperity of fools shall destroy tbem *. 

As it is man's own foolishness which 
ruins his p;;ospcrity, we must not omit to 

V. jTcmark^ 
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scrriark, that it is the same cause which sermoji 
^aggravates and embitters his adversity. ^^^* 
That you suffer from the external afflic- 
jtions of the world, may often be owing 
to God's appointinent i but when, in thp 
midst of these, you also su&r from thp 
•disorders of your mind and psjssiojas, this 
is owing to yourselves ; and there are thosje 
inward disorders which add the severest 
Sting to external aiBictions. Many are the 
resources qf a good and a wise man, un- 
der all the disasters of life. In the midst 
of them, it is .always in Ids power to en- 
joy peace of mind, and hope in God. He 
;iiay suffer ; but under suffering he will 
not sink, as long as all is sound within. 
But when the spirit has been wounded by 
guilt and folly, its wounds ppen^ and bleed 
afresh, upon every blow that is received 
from the^orld. The mmd becomes sen- 
sible and sore to the slightest injuries of 
fortunt; a,nd ^ small reverse is felt as an 
insupportable calamity. 

On the whole, the farther you searcli 
into human life, and the more you observe 
^e njanners and the conduct of men, you 
will be the more convinced of this great 

T 5 truth. 
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SEi^Mo>r truth, that of the distresses which abound 
in the world, we are the chief authors. 
Among the multitudes who are, at this day, 
bewailing their condition and lot, it will be 
found to hold, of far the greater part, that 
they are reaping xht fruit of their own deings^ 
their iniquities are reproving thetn^ and their 
bachlidings correcting them. Unattainable 
objects foolishly pursued, intemperate pas- 
sions nourished, vicious pleasures and dc* 
5ires indulged, God, and God's holy laws 
forgotten ; these, these are the great scourges 
of the world \ the great causes of the life 
of man being so embroiled and unhappy, 
God hath ordained our state on earth to 
be a mixed and imperfect state. We have 
ourselves to blame for its becoming an 
insupportable one. If it bring forth no- 
thing to us . but vexation ^nd vanity, we 
have sown the seeds of that vanity and 
vexation ; and as we have sown, we must 
reap .7—1 now proceed to make iJhprove- 
jnent of thos? truths which we have been 
Considering. 

In the first place, let us be taught to 

Jpok xipon sin ss the source of all our mi-* 

'4 s?ri?^f 
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jcries. It may sometimes assume the sermon 
gentler names of folly, irregularity, or le- 
vity; but under whatever form it appears, 
it always imports a deviation from that 
sacred law which ought to regulate our 
conduct. It is still the root that beareth 
gall and wormwood * ; and in exact pro- 
portion to the quantity of this poisonous 
weed, which we ourselves have infused 
into our cup, we must expect to drink the 
waters of bitterness. If the foolishness of 
man did not pervert his ways^ his heart 
would have no occasion Xofret against the 
Lord. He would enjoy competent satis- 
faction in every situation of life ; and, 
under its unavoidable evils, would derive 

consolation from religion, and virtue. 

Indeed, of every evil which we now en- 
dure, of those evils which we look upon 
to be the appointment of Providence, as 
well as of others, sin is ultimately the 
cause; as it was .man's revolt from God, 
which gave rise originally to those evils, 
and which rendered the chastisements we 
undergo, in this state of discipline, neces- 

* Deut. xxix. 1 8. 

T4 s^yy, 
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SERMOW sat^% even for the som of God.-^ — But at 
^^^- present, we confine our observation to 
those miseries of which men are the im- 
mediate procurers to themselves ; and 
fjom them alone, we find sufiicicnt 
reason to consider sin as the capital foe 
to man ; as the great troubler and dis- 
turber of his life. To Providence, then, 
let us look up with reverence. On sin let 
our indignation be vented) and, what is 
of more consequence, against sin and all 
Its approaches, let our utmos:t ^aijtipn be 
<: rvployed* As we proceed through the 
UifFcrent paths of life, let us accustom our- 
selves to beware of ain, as the hidden 
snake lurking among the grass, from 
whose fatal touch we must fly in liaste, 
if we would not experience its sting. 
Too many have no just apprehensions of 
this danger* Foolsy said the wise man, 
make a mock at sin^ A fool indeed he must 
be, who dares to think lightly 6f it. }ic 
shews not only the depravity of his heart, 
but, what perhaps he will be mo^-e ashamed 
to be charged witln he shews his i^Or 
ranee of the world. He shews that he 
knows not, he understands not, even his 

w^orldly 
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worldly interest, nor the interest and hap- sermon 
piness of human society. xJ^lLd 

In the second place, let us learn, from 
what has been set forth, one of the most 
awful and important of all truths, the 
reality of a Divine government exercised 
over the world. Blind must that man be 
who discerns not the most striking marks 
of it, in the doctrine which has been un-» 
der bur review. If there be a sceptic, who 
contends, that unrestrained liberty in the 
gratification of \ desire is given to man; 
that, in the sight of his Creator, all actions 
are equal ; and that no rule of moral con- 
duct bath been prescribed, or by any 
penalty enforced 5 in prd[er %q confute such 
a man, we have not recourse to reason- 
ings, but simply appeal to pldn and ob- 
vious facts. We bid him look only to 
the life of . man ; aijd take notice how 
€very vice is, by the constitution of things, 
connected with misery. We bid him 
trace the history of any one, with whose 
conduct he had particular pccasion to be 
acquainted; and observe, whether the chief 
misfortunes which pursued him were jxcxt 

brought 
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8ERMOM iH-ought upon Him by his own misbehaviour. 
We bid him remark in the history of 
nations, whether public virtue has not 
always exalted them^ and whether licen- 
tiousness and crimes have not paved the 
way for their ruin. These are testimonies 
to the truth of religion, which cannot by 
any sophistry be evaded. This is a voice, 
which speaks its warnings loud and strong 
to every heart. 

The system upon which the Divine 
government at present proceeds, plainly is, 
that men's own wickedness should be 
appointed to correct them\ that sinners 
should be snared in the work of their hands^ 
and sunk in the pit which themselves had 
digged -y that the backslider in heart should 
he filled with his own ways. Of all the 
plans which could have been devised for 
the government of the world, this ap- 
proves itself to reason, as the wisest and 
most worthy of God; so to frame the 
constitution of things, that the Divine laws 
should in a manner execute themselves, 
and carry their sanctions in their own 
bosom* When the vices of xti^w require 
punishment to be inflicted^ the Almighty is 

at 
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at no loss for ministers of justice. A sermo« 
thousand instruments of vengeance are at ^^^^ 
\iis command; innumerable arrows are 
always in his quiver. But such is the 
profound wisdom of his plan, that no pe- 
culiar interposals of power are requisite. 
He has no occasion to step from his throne, 
and to interrupt the order of nature* 
With that majesty and solemnity which bt- 
fits Omnipotence, He pronounces, Ephraim 
is joined to his idols ; let him alone *. He 
leaves trangressors to their own guilt, and 
punishment follows of course* Their sins 
do the work of justice. They lift the 
scourge ; and with every stroke which 
they inflict on the criminal, they mix this 
severe admonition, that as he is only reap- 
ing the fruit of his own actions, he deserves 
all that he suffers. .-= — From what has been 
gaid, I might take occasion. 

In the third place, to shew the injustice 
of our charging Providence with a pro- 
miscuous and unequal distribution of its 
favours among the good and the bad. 

• JSofea, iv. f ;. 

That 
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SERMON That unequal distribution takes place in 
appearance only, not in reality. The 
whole conduct of Providence sufficiently 
marks, which of those classes of men it 
blesses and protects. The prosperity of 
sinners is no more than a deceitful show. 
The great materials of happiness are pro^ 
yided for the virtuous ; and evil never 
fails to pursue the wicked. I shall close the 
discourse with observing. 

In xht fourth and last place, the necessity 
which pUinly arises from our present conr- 
dition^ of looking up to God for direc^ 
tion and aid in the conduct of life. The 
result of the whol? doctrine I have now 
delivered is, that man's happiness or misery 
is, in a great measure, put into his own 
Jiands. In vain he complains of Provi- 
dence. If his heart fret against the Lord^ it 
is only because his foolishness hath perverted 
his tvay : for on himself, and his own 
behaviour, it depends, to be free of those 
xniseries which harass the wicked. — But, 
alas ! when we say, that this depends upon 
man, on what uncertain ground do we 
place his security ? Is man, when left to 

llimsejf 
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himself equal^ to this high trust that is sermon 
reposed in him, this importaht charge that -^^ ^ 
IS committed to him, of attaining happi- 
ness, by wise and irreproachable conduct ? 
Inconstant as he is in virtue, variable in 
his resolutions, soft and yielding in his 
nature to a thousand temptations; how 
shall he guide himself through such slip- 
pery and dangerous paths as those of hu» 
man life ; where many hidden precipices 
surround him j many false lights lead him 
astray ; and where the consequence of 
every step he takes may be destruction and 
ruin ? -— Thankful let u.s be to Heaven, 
that, in this situation, a merciful guide 
stretches out his hand to aid us 3 that a 
celestial light shines upon us from above; 
that a divine Spirit is promised to illumi^ 
nate and strengthen us. Let us humbly re- 
quest of Heaven, that this Spirit of the 
Almighty may ever be our guide; never 
presumptuously trusting in our own wisdom, 
but listening attentively to the voice of God ; 
and in all our ways acknouoledging Him who 
only can direct our steps. — Upon the whole 
let us hold fast the persuasion of these 
fundamental truths ; — that^ in all his dis- 
pensations, 
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aERMON pcnsations, God is just and good ; that the 
^Z^ cause of all the troubles we suffer is iri 
ourselves, not in Him ; that virtue is the 
surest guide to a happy life ; that he who 
forsakes this guide, enters upon the path 
of death 3 but that he who walketb up- 
rightly y walketb surely-^ and that he who 
k^epeth the commandment^ keepeth his own 
souL 
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SERMON XV. 

On Integrity as the Guide of Life. 



Proverbs, xi. 3. 

^he integrity of the upright shall guide 
the in. — • 

RIGHTEOUSNESS and sin are, in this sermon 
book of Proverbs, frequently con- xv- 
trasted with each oth^r, and- the advan- 
tages of the former displayed. ' The righ- 
teous man is shewn to be more excellent 
than his neighbour,^ as the ways' in which he 
walks are ways tf pleasantmss^ while the 
way of trangressors is hard. Honour is 
represented as attending the one, while 
shame is the portion of the other. The 
path of the one leads to life ; that of the 

other 
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SERMON other to destruction. In the text, an ad- 
^^* vantage of righteousness is specified, which 
is not commonly attended to, and which 
some will not readily allow that it pos- 
sessesw We are told by the wise man, that 
it affords light and direction to conduct^ 
and will prove our best guide through 
all the intricacies of life. I'be integrity 
of the upright shall guide them j or, as 
it is added, to the same purpose, in a fol- 
lowing verse,] the righteousness of the perfect 
shall direct his way. There are many who 
will admit, that integrity is an amiable qua- 
lity j that it is entitled to much respect, and 
in most cases ought to influence our beha- 
viour ; who nevertheless are unwilling to 
allow it the chief place in the direction of 
their worldly conduct, Th^y hold, that 
a certain artful sagacity, founded upoa 
knowledge of the world, is the best con- 
ductor of every one who would be a sue- 
cesrful adventurer in life 5 and that a strict 
attention to integrity, as his only guide, 
would often lead him into danger and 
distress. In opposition to tenets of this 
kind, I new purpose to show that, amidst 
3II perplexities and dangers, there is .ik) 
z guide 
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guide we can choose so s^c, aAd sa success- seKmon 
fill on the whole, as the integrity of an 
upright mind ; and that^ upon every trying 
occasion, principles of probity an4 honour 
will conduct a. n good man through life 
with more advantage,- than if he were to 
act upon the most refined system of worldly 
wisdom. 

It will not take much time to delineate 
the character of the man of int^rity, as 
by its nature it is a plain one, and easily 
understood. He is one who roakos it his 
constant rule to follow .the road of duty 
according as the word of God, and the voicd 
of his conscience, point it out to him^ 

He is npt guided merely by affections, 
wliich may . spmetimes give the colour, of 
virtue, to a loose and unstable character* 
The upright man is guided by a fixed 
principle of . mind, which determines him 
to esteem nothing but what is honotir^^.' 
able, and to abhor whatever is base aAd'^ 
unworthy in moral conduct. Hence yofu- • 
find him ever the same; at all times, tjieii 
trusty friend, the aflfectionate relation, iihe ; 
conscientious, man of business, the pioua 
ViDL, IV. U worshipper. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



29^ On Integrity as 

BERMoN worshipper, the public-spirited citizen. He 
^^' assumes no borrowed appearance. He seeks 
no mask to cover him > for he acts no studied 
parts but he is in truth what he appears 
to be, full of truth, candour, and humanity. 
In all his pursuits^ he knows no path but 
the fair and direct, one ^ and would much 
rather fail of success, than attain it bj 
reproachful means. He never shews you 
a smiling countenance, while he meditates 
evil against you in~ his heart. He never 
praises you among your friends; and then 
joins in traducing you among your ene- 
mies. ' You will never find one part of 
his character at variance with another. 
In his manners, he is simple and unaf- 
fected; in all his proceedings, open and 
consistent— Such is the man of integrity 
spoken of in the text. Let us now prpceed 
to show, in what manner, and with what 
effect, integrity serves for the guide of 
his life. 

Every one who has begun, to make 
any progress in the world, will be sensible, 
that to conduct himsdf in human affairs 
with wisdom and propriety, is often a mat- 

\ ter 
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ter of no small difficulty- Amidst that va-, sermon 
riety of 'characters^ of jarring dispositions, 
and of interfering interests, which take 
place among those with whom we have 
intercourse, we are frequently at a stand as 
t© the part most prudent for us to choose. 
Ignorant of what is passing in the breasts of 
those around usj we can form no more tl^iaa 
doubtful conjectures concerning the events 
that are likely to happen. They may take 
some turn altogether different from the 
course in which we have imagined they 
were to run,, and according to which we,^ 
had formed our plans. The slightest inci- 
dent often shoots out into important con- 
sequences, of which we were not aware. 
The labyrinth becomes so intricate, that 
the most sagacious can lay hold on.no clue 
to guide him through it : He finds himself 
ambarrassed, and at a loss how to act. — In 
public and in private life, in managing our 
o\^\x concerns, and in directing those of 
otliers, the doubt started by the wise man 
frequently. -occurs ; Who knoweth what is 
good fcr man in this life ? Wltile thus 
fatigued with conjecture, we remain per- 
plexed, and untlcteiTOinqd. iin our choice 5 

U 2 we 
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SERMON we arc at the same time pulled to different 
^^' sides, by the various emotions which belong 
to our nature. On one hand, pleasure 
allures us to what is agreeable; on the 
other^ interest weighs us down towards 
what seems gainful- Honour attracts us 
towards what is splendid; and indolence 
inclines us to what is easy. In the con- 
sultations which we hold with our own 
mind, concerning otlr conduct, how often 
are we thus divided within ourselves ; puz- 
zled by the uncertainty of future events, 
und distracted by the contefst of different 
inclinations ? 

It is in such situations as these, that the 
principle of integrity interposes to give 
iight and direction. While worldly men 
fluctuate in the midst of those perplexi- 
ties which I have described, the viituous 
man has one Oracle, to which he resorts in 
every dubious^ case, and whose decisions 
he holds to be infallible. He consults his 
conscience. He listens to the voice of 
God. Were it only on a few occasions^ 
that this Oracle could be consulted, its 
value would be less. But it is a mistake 
to imagine, that its. Responses are seldom 
I ' given. 
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given. Hardly is there any material trans- sermon 
action whatever in human life, any im- 
portant question that holds us in suspense 
as to practice, but the difference between 
right and wrong will show itself 5 and the 
principle of integrity will, if we listen to 
it impartially, give a clear decision. 
Whenever the mind is divided within it- 
self, conscience is seldom or never neutral. 
There is always one side or other to which 
it leans. There »is always one scale of the 
balance^ into which it throws the weight 
of some virtue^ or some praise^, of some-^ 
thing that is just and true^ lovely^ honesty and 
of good report. ^ These are the forms, which 
rise to the observation of the upright iiaan. 
By others they, may be unseen, or over- 
looked 5 but, in his eye, the lustre of vir- 
tue out-shines all other brightness. Where- 
ever this pole-star directs him, he steadily 

holds his course. Let the issue of that 

course be ever so uncertain \ let his friends 
differ from him in opinion ; let his enemies 
claMour ; he is not moved ; his purpose is 
fixed. He asks but one question of his 
heart. What is the most worthy and ho- 
nourable partf What is the part most be- 

U 3 coming 
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SERMON coming the station which he possesse?, th^ 
character which he wishes to bear, the 
expectations which good men entertain of 
him ? Being once decided as to this, hq 
hesitates no more. He shuts his ears 
against every solicitation. He pursiies the 
direct line of integrity, without turning 
either to the right hand or to the left. " It 
** is the Lord who calleth. Him I follow. 
" Let him order what seemeth good in his 

«* sight/'- It is in this manner that 

the integrity of the upright: acts as their 
guide. 

But as, upon a superficial view, it may 
appear hazardous to place ourselves en- 
tirely under such a guide, let us now 
proceed to consider what can- be said 
in defence of this plan of conduct, 
and what advantasres serve to recom- 
mend it. 

In the first plac^, I affirm, that the guid- 
ance 'of integrity is the safest under which 
we can be placed 5 that the road in which 
it leads us is, upon the whole, the freest 
from dangers. Perfect immunity from 
danger is not to be expected in this life. 

We 
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Wc can choose "uo path, in which we may sermon 
not meet with cUisappQintmcnts and mis- ^^' 
fortunes. Our life, at the best, is a pil- 
grifoage, and perils surround it. Against 
these perils, the men of the world imagine 
that craft and dexterity furnish the best 
defence ; - and jif, in any instance, they 
ovcr-i:each the upright^ they consider it a^ 
a mjtnifest decision in favour of their plan. 
But, instead of resting 00 a few instances, 
let us take an extensive sujrv^y of the 
course of human .affairs. Let us inquire 
whp the persons are that, in all the dif- 
ferent lines of life, have gone through 
the world with most success; and we 
shall find, that the men of probity and 
honour form by far the most considerable 
part of the list; we shall find that men 
of plain understanding, acting upon fair 
an4 direct views, have much . oftencr prc?*- 
pcred, than men of the deepest policy, 
whp were devoid of principle, How few 
are the instances of persons who, by fide- 
lity, worth, ap4 stedfast adherence to their 
duty, have either lost , their fortunes, o^ 
incurred general displeasure, in times when 
hunjan affairs were proceeding in their 

U 4 ordinary 
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SERMON ordinary train ? But how numerous and 
^^ frequent are tlie examples of those whose 
prospects have been blasted, whose cir- 
cumstances have been ruined, and their 
names gunk into Contempt, by vice and 
dishonesty? 

The man of the world aims at higher 
things, and more rapid success, than the 
man of moderation and virtue. ^ But, at 
the same time, he incurs greater risks and 
dangers. , No calculation of probabilities 
can insure safety to him who is acting a 
deceitful part. . Amidst the unforeseen vi- 
cissitudes of the world, he has to dread 
not only disappointment to his plans, 
hut the miseries also which detected fal- 
lacies may bring on his head. He walks 
on the edge of precipices, where a single 
false step may be fatal. He follows a 
wandering light, which, if it fail of guid- 
ing him by a short path to the palace of 
ambition, lands him in the pit, or the lake. 
Whereas he who follows the guidance of 
integrity, walks in the high road on which 
the light of the sun shines. He sees before 
him. the habitatioa of peace to which his 
steps .are. directed ^ .and if he be longer in 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



the Guide of Life. 297 

.arriving at it, he is 8ure of neither wander- sermon 
ing far astray, nor oi meeting on his road , ^"^^ 
with any forms of unusual tcrroun — Let 
it be always remembered, that the prin- 
ciple of integrity which directs a good 
man, is far from excluding prudence in 
the conduct of life. It implies no impro- 
vident or thoughtless simplicity. On the 
contrary, it is closely connected with true 
wisdom. A man of enlarged capacity, 
and extensive views, is always upright. 
Craft is merely the supplement of inferiour 
abilities. It characterizes a narrow com- 
prehension, and a little mind.— ^ As the path 
of integrity is on the whole the safest path 
of conduct; so. 

In the second place, it is unquestionably 
the^ most honourable. Integrity is the 
foundation of all that is high in character 
among mankind. Other qualities may add 
to its spendour 3 but, if this essential re- 
qtiisite be wanting, all their lustre fades. 
Were I drawing the character of one who 
claimed the admiration of the world 5 and 
after I had ascribed to him eloquence, va- 
lour, and every endowment that is most 

shining 
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ssRvroN shining and captivating, did I add, that h« ' 
^' was a man of too mych art to be trusted, I 
appeal to every one, whether, by this single 
s4:roJce, the whole icharacter would not be 
snnlc and degraded ? An interestod and 
crafty man njay perhaps rise iritp influence 
and high station ; he may be a rich »nd a 
powerful, but will never be a great man. 
He may be feared, ^and externally honoured 
and courted; btjt in tlie secret thoughts of 
men he finds no respect. We all feel, that 
-magnanimous sentiments cannot dwell in 
the same breast with selfishness and deceit. 

He who tests upon an internal principle 
of virtue and honour, will act with a dig^ 
nity and a boldness, of which they are in- 
capable who are wholly guided by interest. 
He is above, those' timid suspicions, and 
cautious restraint^, which fetter ^nd em- 
b^Trass their conduct. That firmness 
which tliQ consciousness of rectitude iUr 
spires, gives vigour and. force to his exerr 
tipns on every great occasion. It. adds 
double weight to all the abilities of wliich 
. he is possessed. It eve^i supplies the pKc? 
.of those abilities in which he is; defective, 
Jhey who oppose I;im are obliged to 

honour 
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honour him. Tbey look up to him with SERMotf 
a secret awe, as to one who moves above 
theih in a superiour sphere ; regardless of 
their good or ill opinion, of their pro-r 
mises or their threatenings : like one of 
those celestial luminaries which iiolds its 
course through its orbit, without being 
5ifFected by any commotions among the 
elements below. Such a man is trusted, 
and relied upon,, as well as esteemed, 
because all know where to find him, and 
upon what system he acts. He attaches 
friends and fallowcrs to himself, without 
courting tliem; and though his progress 
towards fame should be slow and inter- 
rupted at first by crooked arts, it is never- 
theless certain and sure. The public may 
be misled for a while, in judging of real 
merit ; but it is seldom unjust at the last. 
As persons continue to come forward to 
view, and to act their part in trying cir- 
Gumstances, their characters are at length 
fully ascertained j and, almost always, r^ted 
as they deserve. How corrupt soever the 
world may be, they cannot withhold ap- 
probation from him whose condqrt is 
marked by uniform integrity and honour. 

5 Enemies 
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SEKMON Enemies he Will have, but the public fa- 
vours him ; the multitude of men wish him 
success ; and destine him, in their thoughts, 
to every step of his preferment, before he 
arrives at it. 

In the third place, the plan of conduct 
on which the man of integrity proceeds, 
is the most comfortable j that is, attended 
with the greatest satisfaction in a man's 
own mind. Amidst the various and per- 
plexing events of life, it is of singular ad- 
vantage to be kept free from doubt, as to 
the part -most proper to be chosen. He 
who consults nothing but worldly in- 
terest, must, upon every turn of fortune, 
undergo much painful suspense. He is 
obliged to listen with anxious ear to every 
whisper of report ; and, upon every new 
aspect which the face of affaii's assumes, 
must study how to place himself in a new 
posture of defence. But the man of prin-v 
ciple is a stranger to these inward trou- 
bles. His time is not lost, nor his tem- 
per fretted, by long and anxious consult- 
ations'. One light always shines upon him 
from above. One path, the path of inte- 

- grity, 
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grity, always opens clear and distinct to ^hmqv 
his view. — But this is not his only advan- ^^' 
tage, to be freed from embarrassments, by 
having placed himself under the charge of 
one constant guide* He is also rewarded 
with the sense of having chosen his guide 
well and, wisely. He is delivered from all 
inward upbraidings^ from all misgivings 
of mind, from all alarms founded on the 
dread of discovery and disgrace. A good 
conscience enables him to look back on 
the part which he has acted, with satis- 
faction; and to look forward to the issue 
which it may bring, without concern. It 
is in tlie case of one issue only, that the 
man who acts from worldly interest can 
enjoy satisfaction ; that is, when his de- 
signs have succeeded according to his wish. 
But it is the felicity of the. man who acts 
under the direction of integrity, that, in 
every issue, he has something to comfort 
him. Though success has failed him, the 
consolation remains of having done his 
duty, and studied to approve himself to 
God. 

This reference of all his actions to di- 
vine approbation, furnishes another source 

Pf 
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SERMON cr£ satisfaction and peace. He \o(k& u]^/ 
^^' with pleasing hope, to a protector iri the 
heavens, who loveth righteousness^ and whose 
countenance beboldeth the upright. The man 
of worldly wisdom is conscious of havipg 
no title to the favour of that hi^ admi- 
nistration which rules the universe. By 
quitting the path of righteousness, he hgs 
left that straight road, in which God had 
appointed him to walk. He has taken the 
direction of his way to himself, and chosen 
to be his own guide and master. To his 
own abilities, therefore^ such as they are, 
he must trust; and is hecon^e wholly 
responsible for the issue of his conduct 
But the man of virtue hath committed his 
way to the Lo-rdi He follows tlie divine 
signal. He co-operates with the divine 
purpose. The power which sways the 
universe, is engaged on- his side. By natu- 
ral fconsequence, he has ground to expect 
that any seeming disappointments which 
he may now incur, shall be over-ruled at 
the end to some salutaiy effects Hence 
that peace of God keeping the hearty to which 
worldly men are strangers. Hence a de- 
gree of firmness and resolution in conduct, 

which 
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-Wrhidi k is impossible for them ito possess, sei^^ivion 
Especially when we idd, , . 

In ^t fourth and last place, that he who 
thus pursues a course of integrity, has al- 
ways in his view the prospecrt of immortal 
rewards. That surely is the wises-t direc-* 
tion of conduct, which is most amply re- 
compensed at last. But what recompcnce 
can worldly wisdom bestow, comparable 
to what is promised by the gospel to 
them who, by patient xontinuajice in %)ell* 
doings look for glory ^ honour^ and itnmcr^ 

tality The recompence indeed is distant 

but the hope of it is present j alid hope is 
one of the most powerful principles of 
human action. Let a man be firm in the 
belief that he is acting under the im- 
mediate protection of Heaven, and that 
through all eternity he shall be rewarded. 
for what he now performs ; and, as far 
as this belief is prevalent, his conduct wilt. 
be steady and determined. Wherever re* 
ligion directs him to hold his course, ht 
AviU advance with intrepidity. He will 
submit to restraints without reluctance. 
He will -meet dangers without fear. To 
- -' every 
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SEKMdH ^wry motive whkh rework, sogg^ts jn 
^' ^ favour oiF virtue, the hope of life. file»M&t 
adds supernatural strength — Accbtdii^gly, 
in tb^ behaviour of many hdy mc% un-. 
der the most ' tiding circumrtanccs : of dis- 
tip$s^ we behold this effect cmijiently ex- 
emplified. It appears, . with much, lustre, 
in the spirited and magoanimous senti-r 
raents. of the Apostle Paul, when he had 
the prospect of death bejFore him* BebM 
I ga bound in the spirit tQ "Jerusalem^ not 
inomng the things that shall b^al me 4^^> 
rave that ^ thf Holy Ghost nt^itmssetk fJ^f 
bends and afflictions abide me^ J^iAf.M^ue £/*« 
these, f kings m9ve me ; neither ^ou^t I my^ 
life ikar unto myself^ so that I m,^.Jifli^,Miy. 
coursf with joy ^, . / am nofp . M^y 
to he ^eredy and the time gf />^ depar^ 
-fure_ isi .at. band. I have fa^gbt <f,go(d, 
jigbti-y I ba^ve finished my course -, ■ I havf 
iepf fJ^Jkitk^ Henceforth ther^ if laSd tjp 
/Qr^^n^* ^. crown of righteousness ^^ wJdfh 
the-fl^f^^ the righteous Judge y shall, give, ^e ,^ 
0t^t:ha^yf^^ .. , ... v/.:,? 

♦.b b\.J v. L ? ■. ■ t vi'.; :. .. ..iiV* 

»• "* :► ♦ * '. J ' \ ;r--' » * "^ •■ /* • • Sit ' 

f Acts, XX. 2Z, ij, '24, f 2 Tim<)thy, "iV. 6j fi 8: ^ 

Thus 
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Tftus^T have t^deavoftred to shew in sirmo)? 
^at manner the integrity of the 9prigbt ^^' 
guides them • and' what the advantages 
arc, of placing ourselves under its guid* 
ance. If it be the line of safety, or 
the line of honour, which ,we choose to 
pursue I \f we consult our present com* 
fort, or look forward to future rewards i 
in all these respects, the course which 
integrity points out is by far the most 
eligible- 

. It is a great recommendation of the 
guidance offered to us by integrityi that 
' it is easily understood by all men. Plans 
of worldly policy are deep and intricate i 
and experience'^ shows how often the ablest 
persons are mistaken in the measures 
which they adopt for carrying them on« 
But when men*s intentions are fair and 
upright, it will be founds that a moderate* 
share of understanding and attention is 
ail that is requisite, for conducting them- 
selves with safety and propricty.^ Provi-' 
dence never intended, that the art of 
living .happily in this world should de# 
pend on that deep penetration j that acut^ 
sagacity, and those refinements of thought,.. 
Vgl. IV. X whidi 
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SERMON wliich few • possess, I| has dealt more 
^^* graciously witli us ; a^i4 made happiness 
to depend on uprightness of intention, 
mudi more than on extent of, capacity. 
For the most part, the first sentbuent 
which strikes, a good man» concerning 
what he ought or ought not to do, is the 
soundest, and suggests the best and wisest 
counsel. When he hesitates, and begins 
to deliberate how far his duty, or his ho- 
nour, can be reconciled to what seems his 
interest, he is on the point of deviatmg 

into a dangerous path. At the same 

time, it is* of great consequence, that he 
who seeks to surrender his conduct to the 
direction of .integrity, should be well ap- 
prized of what true integrity requires. Let 
him guard against burdening conscience 
unnecessarily ; lest a superstitious regard to 
trifles lead him to relax in matters of 
higher obligation. Let him avoid -minute 
scrupulosity, on the one hand. Let him 
keep at a distance from loose casuistry, 
on the other. But when he is satisfied 
that> his conscience has been well in- 
formed, let him, without waverings 
adhei:e to its dictates in the whole of 
2 .his 
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his condvict. This will prove the truest sermon 
wisdom both for this world and the next. ^ ^!^ 

For he who ivalketh uprightly ^ walketh surely, 
^be path of the just is as the shining light : 
And it shall shine more and fAore unto th? 
perfect day. 



Xa 
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SERMON XVI.' 

On Submission to the Divine Will, 



JOBy ii. ID. 

• .^Skall ive receive good at the band ofGoi^ 
and shall we not receive evil? 

SERMON TT'EW subjects of religious exhortation 
^^^ A are more of general concern, than those 
which respect the distresses incident to hu- 
man life» For no society, no family, no 
person, can expect to be long exempted 
from them ; and when we speak of tKJ 
prosperous, we can only mean those who 
are more rarely subject to them tliari bthers. 
NoWjUnder those distresses, religion pet^titi 
two offices: it teaches ns Jidw' we 'ouglft 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



On Submissim to the Dwine WilL .309: 

to bear them; and it assists us in thus sermoit 
bearing them. Materials for both are ^^^• 
found in the words of the text, which 
contain a sentiment so natural and just, 
as to carry conviction to every reasonable 
mind. They were the words of Job, at 
a time when,, to his other calamities, '' this 
domestick affliction was -added, that one 
who ought to have assuaged and soothed 
his sorrows provoked his indignation by 
an impious speech. T!hou sptakest^ Job re- 
plies, as one of the foolish wmnen spe%keth: 
Jf^bat ? shall we receive good at the hand 
of Gody and shall we not receive evil 9 
Three instructions naturally arise from the 
text : First, that this life is a mixed state 
of good and evil : Secondly, That both 
the goods and the evils in it proceed from 
God : And, thirdly. That there arc just 
reasons for our receiving with patience 
the evils of life, from the same hand wlych 
bestows its goods, 

h This life is a mixed state of good 

and evil. This 'is a matter offaxjt, which 

'will be denied by none, and on which it 

is not necessary to bestow much illu^tia-* 

X 3 ticn. 
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^^w>tf^ tion^ It is evident t9 the ^ligtit^st inspect 
^^^* tioi), that nothing here is u;i41ayed %nd 
pure. Every mans state ie chisquered 
with alternate griefs and joys^ disappoiitt- 
itient and succfiss. No condition is alto- 
gether stat)le* No life pr^servesf always, 
the. same tenour* The vicissitudes, of the 
world; Sometimes bring forward the af- 
flicted into more comfortable circumstances 5 
and often trouble the joy of the /pro- 
sperous- This is the train in which hu- 
man affairs have ever been found to pro- 
ceed j and in which we may expect, thefli 
aliyays to go pn. 

But though this be universally admittal 
in speculation, and often confessed in dis- 
coursci the misfortune is, that few thiiM; 
of applying it to their own casa The 
bulk of niankind discover as much confi- 
dence in prosperity j and as much impa- 
tience under the least reverse;, as if jPix)-» 
vidence had first given them assurance 
that their prosperity was never to chaagCi 
- «nd ^ aftprj^ards ^ '^ hsd cheated 'that qhojpes. 
Wliefeas, 'Vdiat reas^xn . ^ 
is }tt>-adjust ouiP miitd ' V&' the^ mixed state 
in. which W^^.find ci»-sQl»dB' placed 5 never 
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to presume, ncv^- to despair ; to be thank- scrmon 
ful for the goods which at present we en- ^ ^^' 
joy, and to expect the evils that may suc- 
iseed*— -Thou hast be^i admitted to pai^take 
of the feast of life. Its good things are 
distributed, in, various portions, among the 
guests. Thou hast had thine allotted share. 
Complain not, when thy portion is removed. 
It is not permitted to any one, to remain 
always at the banquet. 

II. We are tauglit by the text, that both 

the goods and the evils which compose 

this mixed state, cpme from the hand of 

God. A little reflection nlay convince 

us, that, in God's worlds neither good nor 

«vil can happen by chance. If there were 

any one moment, in which God quitted 

tiie reiils of the univerise, and suffered .any 

po\»er to interfete with his administra- 

. tion> it is evident, that, from that moment^ 

the measures of his government must 

bocome disjointed a|)d incompkte. * He 

who- governs ati. things,, must govern eon- 

twiualiy ; and govern the leaat things ' 6s 

well as the greatest. He never sluf^ers^ 

nor siee^s. Thfevs af o XKX void spaces, no 

X 4 broken 
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8stM(W broken j^laas, m his admuiistration ; ti» 
XV r. bks^ings that drop upon, us without his 
iilffntion s nor awy crosses that visit ws, 
uns^nt by him, / am the Itordy and tittn 
is none the, I form the lights and create 
darkness. J make peace y and cre(4e e^L I 
the Lord do all these things ^- 

How it has come to pass, that tins : life 
should contain such a mixtura of : goods 
and evils, and that the mixture too fiwuld 
be of God's appointment, ^ves rise to.*. 
difficult inquiry, For how .can aoy JtiiMRg 
but what is good, proceed ffom.^.tii0 God 
of love ? Can darkness iss^e fioQipjtt^thc 
source of light ? or can >ij be any isate^: 
faction to the Father of mreies^ tp:<belKW. 
the sprrows of creatures whom hc.;lai 
made ?— Here there wa^ room ipr-.imich:: 
perplexity, till revelation. ififoxm«dtis,.tiMit 
the mixture of evils in, man's , «tt»te is 
owing to man himself. Had be contiDwd 
asf God originally made luai> :he woiM 
have rwe^yed ixothing but good frooiiAifi.. 
Crcaton -His apostaiy ^iind cMis^tion 
fi^ejied the ^at^s of th5:,.taberjiad9jj flf . 

• i ■ :♦. ■ • • .■[•'-"'.''...- 

d.iikn?^s, 
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ddrkness; Misery iwued forth, and lias-i^r' sHQucBi 
since pursued hitn* In ^e present €Qft<li-»"^ 
tion of his nature, that misery is paitJf 
punishment, partly trial. He- is beebthc' 
incapable of bearing uninterrupted prospe- 
rky ; and, by the mixture of evils in his lot, 
merciful designs are carried on ^r his im-* 
provement and restoration* 

' What the text lead^ us at present- to 
cftttsider is, the effect that will follow from 
imitating the example pf Job, ^id refer-.^ 
riiig to ^ hand of the Almighty, the evfls 
which we suffisr, as well as the goods which 
we ef^isy^ Such a reference of the dis- 
tres^ul events of our life to the appoint- 
ra^t of Heaven, not only is a duty 
which piety requires, but tends alsp to 
mitigate disfl^ss^ and to suggest conso* 
iadon. For to dwell,' as is too commonly 
4dne, upon the instruments and suborn 
ditiate means of our trouble, is fre- 
qtiently. the cause of much grief, ^hd; 
xnuch sin. When we view . our strf&riiigS ^ 
asf^ })r<«fteding merely from our f<396^4 
creaturisi the part which th^ hive ^tted^^ 
in hrihgingv them upon ys, is often inore 
,0 vi^ .n..-i grating 
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8EFMOV gmting tlian the suffering itself. The 
^^^' unreasonableness, perhaps, of an. enemy, 
the treachery of a friend, the ingratittidc 
or insolence of one whom we had much 
obliged, add weight to a load 1^ lapon 
MB by rtieans so provoking^ The thoughts 
of their malignity, or of aav cmxx neglect 
.in guarding against it, serve to pdson the 
sore^ Wbei^eas, if, instead of lockmg to 
men, we behold the cross ' as comiag^RKn 
God, these aggravating circumstanccsi.WDuld 
affect us less ; we would feel no mom to 
a proper burden ; we would submit ^ta it 
more patiently ; and many resources^woirid 
open to us, as shall in a littk be shewn, f«)m 
iMnking of the hand that lays it oa. Had 
Job, when despoiled of all . his substance, 
thought of nothing but the Chaldeans and 
Sabeans who robbed him, with wliat vkient 
passions would he have been transported, 
and with what eager desires of rcwenge 
tormented ? Whereas^ considering tlfan a» 
rods and instruments only in the disrinc 
liand, and receiving the correctiiaw as from 
the Almighty himself, the tumult of 'his 
mind subsided; and ^ith respectful com- 
posure 
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posure he could say, 3^^^ Lord gave ; and sermon 
the Lord hatb taken aitay: Blessed be the ^^ ' 
name of the Lord I This leads me, 

: III. To conBider the last, and most im« 
portaat iustructiori, arising from the text ; 
namely, that there are many reasons why 
wc, lyho receive good from the hand of 
pod^ > should receive with patience the evils 
which he is pleased to inflict. This is strong- 
ly, conveyed by that interrogatory form of 
spiechjoin which the sentiment of Job is 
expressed : 'What ? shall we receive g(Hxd at 
the band of God^ and shall we not receive 
ewl? iln order to uijfold all that is con- 
tained in tliis appeal m^ade to every man's 
conscience, let us consider, 

In the frst place, that, the good things 
which God has bestowed, afford sufficient 
evidence for our believing, that the evils 
which he sends, are not causelessly or wan- 
tonly inflicted. ,Did. we live in a world 
which bore the marks of a;maliciQiJ5 or 
cruel^ goveriaor, there might he reason for 
distrusting every, step ofJiis conduct. Bpt 
in the world which we inhabit, we behold, 

' on 
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SERMCMS on the contrary, plain marks of j^edboil:. 
nant goodness. We behold the fracture cf 
the universe, the order of nature, the gene- 
ral course of Providence, obviously arranged 
with a benevolent regard to the welfere of 
men. All the art and contrivance of whichf 
the divine works are full, point to this end; 
and the more they are explored, create 
the ft-mer belief, that the goodliest of the 
Deity gave rise to the system- of crfeatitm; 
What is the conclusion to be thehc»iflttwh,^ 
but that, in such parts of the' idiVine ^d- 
miii'istration as appear to us^4kr^h'^d k^ 
vcre; the saine goodness cohtifities to |)f?^ 
'^iAt, though exercised in a 4iidderi ip 
mysterious manneiv ' :«v.-:i\: - 

Let me desii% y6u to consfdw/ whtfficr^ 
if some powerfiil ' friend had' placed' you' 
in an' opqlent and comfbrta^e^ sOttion, 
afKl in -the general conduct <tf 'your* affeira, 
had discovered the most disinterested Icmd- 
ness; y6'u v^puld not asGribfe any occa^iona! 
discouragemeiits you received, to sbMe^uiti 
known' reasdh or cause, rather tha&fi fo ftJS" 
untkithfulness or cruelty ? Oii^ht h6t tiif 
c*perience which 'wt' have* h^, aftd^™^ 
discovery which all nature ^affords, of th« 
. . divine 
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(^iviae goodness, to lead us to put a like sehmoh 
construction on the eviU wliich we suffer ^^ 
frcun a hand that hath so frequently load-- 

^ us with good ? Have, we forgotten, 

ifi the , midst of our complaints;,, whgc 
IjHTOU^t us into the light, of day j wha 
watched ovw our helpless infancy ; whp^ 
reared our growing childhood 5 • and/ 
through ten thousand surrounding dan-t 
gees, . has . been our protcrctor and guar-^ 
dian .until this day ? How often has he re^ 
cued us from sickness and death, and madj^ 
pur ;h«art$ glad with unexpected com- 
icxV^ ?.>jNow,t that.jsome cloud is throwa 
cjvef our prosperity, or some blessing 
withdrawn, in which for a time we haid 
rejoiced, , caiji we imagine that there is no 
good catise for this change of his pro- 
ceeding? Shall sWe suspect that his nature 
is t?ntif ely altered ? H<ah God forgatteh u 
he gK^wus, ? Hath . he in anger shut up 
hif ^t^:p4(r, mercies t No s let us say with 
th^..P,s^lmi?j:, This is my infirmity \ but I 
leftiff ^T^emem^cK^.t^e nvorks of the Lord^ /. 
^f/^ ^^.l^,^^V^p.^the yci^rs .of the right hand 
fJ^^^fJbeiMf^f j!^h ^.r^ — Ohe signal work of^ 

. . ^.v the 
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SERMON Ac Most High, at least, let us remember, 

XVI 

' ^ and rejoice in the remembrance of it j 
even that final remedy which he has 
provided for all the evils occasiofted b^ 
sin, in the redemption of the world 
accomplished by Jesus Christ. He'^wh 
spared not bis own Son^ but deli'dered him uf 
for us allj will he, in any case, wantonly 
' afflict the children of men with superfluous 
and unnecessary sorrows ? Is not this a 
prqof so satisfactory, so express arid de- 
monstrative, of the gracious purposes of 
God, as should dispose us to take in gdtid 
part every thing which proceeds froni Mm ? 
Consider, 

In the second ^\zcty that the good things 
we receive from God are iindesi^cd, the 
evils we suffer are justly merited. Every 
reasonable person must feel the Wfeig^t of 
this consideration, for producing patience 
and submission. For, though to sufler at 
any rate be grievous, yet to suffer un- 
justly is doubly galling. Whereas, when 
one receives a mixed portion, whereof the 
goods are above his deserts, and the evilf 
below his deserts, to complain, in such a 
^ . as?, 
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case> is iinre^soiiablc ; there is irioic 

ground for b^g thankful. All, it is 

true, liave not deserved evil equally. Yet 

dl of us deserve it more or less ; and to 

merit gopd at the hand of the Lord, is 

wjhat none of us can pretend. At the best, 

we are but mprofitable servants. Even tins 

is more than we are entitled to claim. For 

if God were to enter into judgment with us, 

viho could stand before him ? who could 

justify himself in his sight ? Whep the most 

inoffensive compare their conduct with 

God's holy law ; when they reflect upon 

the. duties tiiey have omitted, and the actual 

guilt they have contracted, they will find 

more . reason to accuse themselves, than to 

complain of the divine chastisement, What-^ 

ev^r innocence; any of us may plead, nay, 

whatever merit we may claim, with respect 

ta men and the world, we suffer no moiie 

than what we deserve from the Govemow 

of the world ; and of his displeasure, we 

know that the wrath of nian is no other 

t^^n the instrument. 

•. Not only all of us . have done evil> but 

Mf\\^t ought to }pt particularly attended to, 

God has a just title, to punish us for it* 

Although 
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3^0 On Submission to 

SERMON Although a man know that he deserves 
punishment, yet he will not allow every 
one to inflict it. A child will submit to his 
parents^ a servant to his master, a subject to 
the magistrate, wh«i he would not bear 
correction frcmi another hand. But no pa« 
lent can have so complete a light to au- 
thority over his children, no master over his 
servants, no magistrate over his sulgects, 
as the Almighty hath over us. When we 
^ were born, we brought nothing with us 
into God's world. During 9ur conti- 
nuance in it, we have lived on the good 
things which God has pleased to lend 
us ; and of which, God and our Own con- 
science know that we have made but a 
sorry improvement. When he thinks 
proper to take any of them aw&}% no 
wrong ., is done us j for they were not 
QiU'S. To have enjoyed theip so long, waJ 
^^ifivoMT, To enjoy them always was 
' vhat \w neither deserved, nor hfld. any. title 
J6it:,expect. V .• •'• \j ;-■'•••■ * 

-y:ln\ih^^ tkird place^v/thev good feiogs 
^^f^!^\ ^t ^%&:vtxit tttaea y^^s^ hare recated 
**^ :i?nJQty^>: .5r$ laych greater than th^ 
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€*^ls which we 'sullen Of diis fact, lam serm^on 
scHsible it wiJl be diffioalt to pcFsuadethc ^^^" 
afflicted. But would they weigh, in ' a 
fair balance, the whote of their circum- 
stances, they would find it true. What- 
ever persons feel at the present^ makes 
so strong an impression upon them, as veiy 
commonly to obliterate the memory of all 
the past. When one is impressed wich 
some palinful disease in his body, or wiping 
withrfsomQ^sore distress of mind, every for- 
mer ^ comfort, at that moment, goes for 
nothing!. Life is bdield in all its gloom. 
A dark' cloud seems to hang over it ; and it 
is reviled, as no other than a scene of wretch- 
edness and sorrow. But this is to be un- 
just to human life, as well as ungiuteful to 
its author. ■■ Let me only desire yoia t^ 
think bow many days, how many months, 
how many years, you have passed in healthy 
and ease*, and comfort; how many iplea?- 
^suraWe .feelings you have had; .^how i^'kti^ 
friends you hav? enjoyed ; how many fclew^ 
ings, in short, of different kinds you havt 
tasted 5 iand; ycm will be forced tor ackftdw- 
ledge, that- more materials of thattksgmhg 
present themsehesytharf of ^feni^'tatlfJh. 'dli«l 
Vol. IV, Y com- 
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SERMON complaint. 'These blessings, you will^iy^ 

are past. But though past, ought they 
to be gone from your remembrance? Do 
they merit no place, in the comparative 
estimate of the goods and evils of your 
.state? Did you, could you expect, that, in 
this mutable world, any temporal joy was 
to last for ever ? Has gratitude no influence 
to form your minds to a calm ac(|uiescence 
in your benefactor's appointments ? . Wlat 
can be more reasonable than to say, ^* Hav- 
•'^ ing in former times received so many 
," good things from the hand of God, shdl 
^^ I not now, without murmuring, receive 
f^ the few evils which it pleases him to send." 

In the fourth place, not only tlie^ .goods 

of life are, upon the whole, greater than its 

evils ; but tlie evils which we suffer arc sel* 

dom, or never, without some mixture d 

*good. As there is no condition on earth of 

Tpure uiiraixed fejicity, so there is none so 

.miiserabk, as to be destitute of every com- 

jfort. Entire and complete misery, if ever 

it t$k^ place^ is of our own procuring^ not 

cof God's sending,.' Norys. but the anost 

,:gro«sand\tio€ious dinners, can be in swh a 

.w- . t ' situation. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



the Jbivine WilU 323 

situation, as to discover no ray of relief or sermon 
hope. In the ordinary distresses of life, it ^^^' 
is generally our own folly and infirmity 
which, upon the loss of some one blessing 
that we had highly prized, deprives us of 
sktisfaction in all other things. Many of 
our calamities are purely imaginary, and 
s6lf-crcated 5 arising from rivalship or com- 
petition with others, and from false opinions 
of the importance of objects, to which 
custom and fashion have annexed an ideal 
valuCi Were these mistaken opinions once 
corrected by reason, the evil would disap* 
pear and contentment would resume its 
place. With respect to those calamities 
which are inflicted by God, his Providence 
has made this wise and merciful constitution, 
that, after the first shock, the burden by 
degrees is lightened. Time brings a gentle 
and powerful opiate to all misfortunes. 
What is very violent, cannot last long ; and 
•what lasts long, we become accustomed t^ 
bear. Every situation that is permanent, 
at length is felt to be tolerable. The rniwd 
accommodates itself to it; and by degrees 
regains its. usual tranquillity. ' Hence the 
greatest part of the evils of lift are more 

Y 2 terrible 
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SERMON terrible in the previous apprehension, thari 

^^y^ in the actual feeling ; and it seldom happens 

but, in one comer or otlicr, something is 

found on which the mind can lay hold for 

its relief, 

. How many, for instance, do we behold 
around us, straitened in their worldly cir- 
cumstances, and yet finding the means to» 
live cheerfully, with poverty and peace irk 
the same habitation ? If we are deprived of 
friends whom we tenderly loved, are there 
not still some remaining, from whom we 
may expect much comfort ? If our bodies 
are afSicted with sore disease, have we not 
reason to be thankful that our mind con- 
tinues vigorous and entire ; that we are in 
a situation to look around lis for whatever 
can afford us ease ; and that, after the decay 
pf this frail and mouldering tabernacle, we 
can. look forward to a house not made with 
kandsy eternal in the hea'vens ? — In the 
midst of all distresses, there remains to 
fvery sincere Christian, that mixture of 
pure and genuine consolation, which springs: 
from the promises and hopes of the gospel. 
Consider^ I beseech you, what a singularly 
happy distiifction this makes in your situ- 
2 ation^ 
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ation, beyond the state of those who, under sERMO^^ 
the various troubles of life, are left without ^^^' 
hope^ and without God in the w.orld*^ without 
any thing to look to, but a train of un- 
known causes and accidents, in which they 
see no light nor comfort. — Thank the Father 
of mercies, that into all the evils he sends 
he infuses this joyful hope, that the sufferings 
of the present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be revealed ia 
the end, to the virtuous and good. 

In the ffth and last place, as tlic evils 
which we suffer are thus alleviated by a 
mixture of good ; so we have reason to be- 
lieve, that the evils themselves are, in many, 
respects, good. When .borne with patience 
and dignity, they improve and ennoble our 
character. They bring into exercise several 
of the manly and heroic virtues ; and, by. 
the constancy and fidelity with which >Ye 
support our trials on earth, prepare us for 
the highest rewards in heaven. — It Jlias al- 
ways been found, that the pr^ent cp;i3^i- 
tution of human nature cannot bear un- 
interrupted prosperity, without ^ being cor- 
f upted by it The poisonous weeds whiclx 

y 3 spring 
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SERMON spring up ip. that too luxuriant soil, require 
^^^' the hand of adversity to extirpate theni. It 
is the experience of sorrow and distress that 
subdues the arrogance of pride, tames the 
violence of passion, softens the hardness of 
the selfish heart, and humanizes the temper 
to feel for tjie woes of others. Many have 
had reason to say, that // nvas good for them 
to be afflicted^. When men take the tim^ 
hrel and the harpy and rejoice at the $i)un4 
of the organ y they are apt to say tmto God^ 
Depart from uSy for we desire not the know-- 
ledge of thy ways. What is the jUmighty 
that we should serve him f But wihen they 
are hodden in cords of affliction^ thep be shewr 
eth them their work and their transgressionf 
that they have exceeded* He openeth also 
their ear to discipline ^ and commandeth that 
they return from iniquity \. Is his case to 
be deplored as highly calamitous, who, by 
forfeiting somp transient enjoyments of the 
world, purchases lasting improvement in 
piety and virtme, and exchanges a few of 
t:he good things of this life foir thcbettef 
^hings of another r 
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Influenced by such considerations as sermon 
these, let us look up with reverence to the 
great Disposer of events j and under any 
digress with which he is pleased "to visit us, 
let us utter no other voice but this -y" Shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil? — Men are too often 
ingenious in making themselv-es miserable, 
by aggravating to their own fancy, beyond 
bounds, all the evils which they endure. 
They compare tliemselv^s with none but 
those whom they imagine to be more happy 3 
and complain that upon them alone has 
falleai tiie whole load qf human sorrow^,. 
Would they look with a more impartial eye 
on the world, they would see them sel vets 
surrounded with sufferers 5 and find tliat 
they are only drinking out of that mixed 
cup \vhich Providence has prepared for all. 
** I will restore yqur daughter agaiij to life," 
said the Eastern sage to ?i princ? tjrho 
grieved immoderately fpr jhc Ipss of a be- 
loved child, ^* provj.ded you are able to 
^' engi'ave on her tomb the names of three 
^^ persons who have never mourned,^ The 
prince made inquiry after such persons; 
\mt found the inquiry vain, and was silent. 
Y4 ^To 
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sfiRMov To every reasonable person, who retains 



XVI. 



the belief of religious principles, many alle- 
viating circumstances, and many arguments 
for patience, will occur under every distress. 
If we rest on this firm persuasion, that there 
is a wise and just Providence which disposes 
of all events, we shall have reason to con- 
clude, that nothing happens to us here with- 
out some good design. Trusting that a 
happy termination shall at last arrive to the 
disorders of our present state, We shall be 
enabled, amidst all the varieties of fortune, 
to preserve that equanimity which befits 
Christians, and under every trial to say, // 
is the Lord I let him do 'what seemetb good 
in his si^ht. 
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SERMON XVII. 

On Friendship. 



Proverbs, xxvii. lo.. 

Thine own friend^ and thy father s friend^ 
forsake not. — 

WHATEVER relates to the behaviour sermon 
of men in their social character is ,.^^I!!l 
of great importance in religion. The duties 
which spring from that character, form 
many branches of the great law of charity, 
which is the favourite precept of Christi- 
anity* They, therefore, who would separate 
such duties from a religious spirit, or who 
at most treat them as only the inferiour parts 
of it, do a real injury to religion. They 
are mistaken friends, of piety, who, undei^ 

the 
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33c> On Friendship: 

sEFiMON the notion of exalting it, place it in a sort 
of insulated corner, disjoined from the 
ordinary affairs of the world, and the con- 
nections of men with one another. On 
the contrary, true piety influences them 
• all. It acts as a vivifying spirit, which 
animates and enlivens, which rectifies and 
conducts them. It is no less friendly to 
men than zealous for the honour of God ; 
and by the generous affections which it 
nourishes, and the beneficent influence 
which it exerts on the whole of conduct, 
is fully vindicated from "every reproach 
which the infidel would throw upon it.-- 
In this view, I am now to discourse on the 
nature and duties of virtuous friendship, as 
closely cdhnected with the true spirit of 
religion. •It is a subject which the inspired 
philosopher, who is the author of this 
book of Proverbs, has thought worthy of 
his repeated notice ^ and in many passages 
has bestowed the highest eulogiums on 
friendship among good men. As ointment 
and perfume rejoice the hearty so doth the 
sweetness of a man's friend hy hearty counsel 
jis iron sbarpenetb iron^ s& a man sharpeneth 

tk 
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the countenance of his friend. Make sure of sermom 
thy friend for faithful are the wounds of a ^J^^^^ 
friend. A friend lon)eth at all times \ and 
a brother is born for adversity. There is a 
friend that sticketb closer than a brother.-^ 
Thine own friend^ and thy father s friend^ 
it is said in the text, forsake not^ 

I MUST begin the subject, by observing, 
that there are among mankind friend-^ 
ship? of different kinds, or at least, con- 
nexions which assume that name. When 
they arc no more than confederacies of 
bad men, they ought to be called conspi^ 
xaeies rather than friendships. Some bond 
of common interest, some league against 
the innocent and unsuspecting, •may have 
united them for a time. But -they are 
held together only by a rope of sandi 
At bottom they are all rivals, and hostile 
to one another. Their friendship can 
subsist no longer than interest c€ments 
them. Every one looks with a ' jealouis ey^ 
on his supposed friend ^ and watches the 
first favourable opportunity to desert, or tq 
petray, 

l^ricndshins 
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«ERMON Friendships too there arc of a different 
^^^^i!^^ kind, and of a more respectable nature, 
formed by the connection of political par- 
ties. It is not, perhaps, on selfish or crooked 
designs that such friendships are originally 
founded. Men have been associated toge- 
ther, by some public interest, or general cause, 
or for defence against some real or imagined 
danger ; and connections thus formed, often 
draw men into close union, and inspire for 
a season no small degree of cordial attach- 
ment. When upon just and honourable 
principles this union is founded; it has 
proved on various occasions, favourable to 
the cause of liberty and good order among 
mankind. At the same time, nothing is more 
ready to be abused than the name of public 
spirit, and a public cause. It is a name, under 
which private interest is often sheltered, and 
selfish designs are qarried on. The unwary 
are allured by a speciojus appearance ; and 
the heat of faction usurps th? place of the 
generous warmth of friendship. 

It is not of such friendships, whether 

©f the laudable or the suspicious kind, 

■ • / that 
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that I am now to discourse j but of pri- Sermon 
vate friendships, which grow neither out ^^''* 
of interested designs nor party zeal ; but 
which flow from that similarity of dis- 
positions, that corresponding harmony of 
minds, which endears some person to our 
heart, and makes us take as much part in 
his circumstances, fortunes, and fate, as if 
they were our own. The soul of Jonathan 
was knit with the soul of David ; and Jo-- 
nathan loved him as his own soiil'^.^ Such 
friendships certainly are not unreal; and, 
fac the honour of human nature, it is to 
bq hoped, are uot altogether unfrequent, 

among mankind. Happy it is, when 

they tafce root in our early years ; and 
are • engrafted on the ingenuous sensibility 
of yQuth, Friendships, then contracted » 
retain to the last a tenderness and warmth, 
s^l^om possessed by friendships that arc 
formed iut the riper periods -of life. The 
remembrance of ancient and youthful 
connections melts every human heart ; 
and the dissolution of them is, perhaps, 
the most painful feeling to which wc 

* I Samuel^ xviii. i, 

arc 
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SERMON are exposed here below.— — But at what^ 
y ever period of life friendships are formed^^ 
as long as they continue sincere and affec-^ 
tionate, they form, undoubtedly, one of 
the greatest blessings we cSii enjoy. By 
the pleasing communications of. all our 
sentiments which they prompt, they are 
}tistly said to double our pleasures and 
to divide our sorrows. They give a 
brighter sunshine to the gay incideftts of 
lifej and they enlighten the glootn of its 
darker hours. A faithful friend^ it is 
justly and beautifully said, by one of the 
Apocryphal writers, is the medicine of life'^. 
A variety of occasions happen, when t& 
pour forth the heart to one whom wi 
love and trust, is the chief comf6rt, per- 
haps the only relief, we can enjoy. ' Mise- 
rable is he who, shut up within the narrow 
inclosure of selfish interest, has no person 
to whom he can at all times, with fali 
confidence, expand his soul. 

Since cordial friendship is so great a 
blessing to human life, let us proceecf w 

consider 
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consider what duties it requires, and by seRMON 
what methods it may be cultivated to v.J^3w 
most advantage. The fundamental quali- 
ties of 'true friendship are, constancy and 
fidelity. Without these material ingre- 
dients it is of no value. An inconstant 
man is not capable of friendship. He 
may perhaps have affections which occa- 
sionally glow in his heart ; which excite 
fondness for amiable qualities ; or connect 
him with seeming attachment to one 
whom he esteems^ or to whom he has 
been obliged. But after these feelings 
have lasted for a little, either fancied 
interest alienates him, or some new object 
attracts him -, and he is no longer the 
same person to those whon^ he once loved. 
A vmn of this inconstant mind cannot be 
said to have any mind at all. For where 
there is no fixedness of moral principle, 
occasional feelings are of no value; rhind 
is of no effect -, and with such persons it 
IS never des^irable to have any connection* 
Where constancy is wanting, there can be 
no fidelity, which is the other basis of 
friendship. For all friendship supposes ' 
entire confidence and trust; supposes the 

7 seal 
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SERMON seal of secrecy to be inviolable ; supposes 
.^3^ j[ ^ promises and engagements to be sacred ; 
and no advantage of our own to be pursued^ 
at the expencc of our friend's honour. An 
inconstant man is despicable. A faithless 
man is base. 

"But supposing neither constancy nor 
fidelity to be altogether wanting, still how- 
ever friendship is in hazard of suffering 
. from' the follies, and unreasonable hu- 
mbiifsr, to which all of us are liable. It 
is "to be regarded as a tender plant in an 
unfavourable soil, which, in order to its 
flourishing, requires to be reared and nursed 
with care. The following directions' may 
be of use for promoting its cultivation, arid 
preserving it from whatever might* be ^pt 
to blast and wither it. 

In the Jirst place, let me advise you not 
to expect perfection in any with vvhom 
you contract friendship. It holds in gc-^ 
neral with respect to all worldly pursuits, 
that the more moderate our expectations 
are, they are likely to be- the more success-* 
ful. ^ If, in any situation of life, we hope 
to possess complete happiness, iw may^ 

depend 
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depend on receiving mortifications. If, In s£Rmo» 
any person, we trust to find nothing but ^^^^' 
perfection, we may be assured that, on 
loinger acquaintance, . we shall meet with 
disappointments. In the case of friend- 
ship, this admonitiotfi is the more neccs-» 
>sary to be given, as a certain warmth and 
enthusiasm belong to it, which are apt tQ 
carry us beyond the bounds of nature^ 
In young minds, especially, a disposition 
of this kind is often found to take place. 
They form to themselves romantic ideas, 
gathered perhaps from fictitious histories, 
^f the high and heroic qualities which 
belong to human nature. All those qua-- 
lities they .ascribe, without reserve or 
Ufnitation, to the person with whom they 
wish tOk enter into, intimate friendship ; 
and on the least failure appearing, aliena- 
tion instantly follows. \Hence many a 
fiien/iship, hastily perhaps contracted, is 
as hastily dissolved, and disgust succeeds 

to ^ ylplent ^attachment ll'emember, . my 

friends, that a faultless character on, earth 
is a mere chiihera. Many , failings.' ydij 
expedience' i^. yourselves* Be jiot sur- 
prised wlieh you discover the like in others, 
'VoLIV.' '' ' Z ' ^ of 
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8ERMON o( whom you had formed the highest 
. J^j^ ^ '_f opinion. The best and most estimable 
person? are they, in whom the fewest ma- 
terial defects are found j and whose great 
and solid qualities counterbalance the 
common infirmities of men. It is to 
diese qualities you are to look in forniing 
friendships j to good sense and prudence 
which constitute the basis of every respect- 
able character ; to virtue, to good temper, 
to steadiness of affection j and according 
to the union of those dispositions j esteem 
yourselves happy in the friend whom yon 
choose. 

In the second pkce, I must . admoiiish 
you not>^to be hurt by differences erf 
opinion arising in intercourse with your 
friends. It is impossible for these not to 
joccur. Perhapa no two persons were ever 
cast so exactly in the same mould, as to 
think always in the same manner on 
every subject. It was wisely contrived by 
Providence, that diversity of sentiment 
shcruld take place among men, on ptii^ 
to exetcise our faculties, and to, gbc y4- 
xiety to human life. Perpetual uniformity 

. : . .. ' . oi 
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of thought would become monotonoiis sermon 
and insipid. —When it is with^ regard to ^^^^• 
trifles that diversity or contrariety of. opi- 
nions shows itself, it is childish in the last 
degree, if this become the ground of 
estranged affection. When from such 
a .cause there arises any breach of 
friendship, human ^ weakness is then dia- 
covered in a mortifying light. In mat- 
ters of serioxi^ moment, the sentiments 
of the best and worthiest may vary 
frcMii those of their, friends, . according 
as their lines of life diverge; or , as their 
teniper and habits of thought present 
objects under different points of view. 
But, among candid and liberal minds, 
unity of affection will still be preserved. 
No man has any title to erect his own 
opinions into an universal and infallible 
standard, and the more enlarged that any 
man's mind is, the niore readily he 
will overlook difference in sentiments, 
as lo3g as he is pursiaaded that the mind 
of : his . friend is upright, and that hfc 
jMJ0!Wi3' the dictates of conscience , and 
imegoty. 

2 2 In 
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SERMON In the third place. It is material to the 
preservation of friendship, that openness 
of temper and manners, on both hands, 
be cultivated. Nothing more certainly 
dissolves friendship, than the jealousy 
which arises from darkness and conceal- 
ment. If your 5ituati6n oblige you to 
' take a difF(irent side from your . friend, do 
it openly/ Avow your conduct ; avow 
your motives : as far as honour allows, 
disclose yourselves frankly ; seek no covcf 
from unnecessary and mysterious secrecy. 
Mutual confidence ^is the soul of friend- 
ship. As soon as tliat is destroyed, oB 
even impaired, it is only a show of friend* 
ship that remains. What was once cor- 
' dial intimacy, degenerates first into formal 
civility. . Constraint on both sides next 
succeeds ; and disgust or hatred soon fol* 
low.— The maxim that has been laid 
doxrn by certain crooked politicians, ^^ 
behave to a friend with the same guarded 
-caution as we would do to an cneniyj l^* 
cause it is possible that he may o»e da)' 
" become such, discovers a mind -which never 
was made for the enjoyments of fd^dship- 
It i« a maxim which, not unreasonably I 

admit, 
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admit, may find place in those poFitical sermo:!^ 
and party friendships, ^f which I before ^^"' 
spoke, where personal advancement is al- 
ways in. view. But it is altogether incon- 
sistent with the spirit of those friendships, 
which are fon;ned, and understood to be 
nourished, by the heart. 

The fourth advice which I give is, To 
cultivate, in all intercourse among friends, 
gentle and obliging manners. It is a com-* 
mbn errour to suppose, that familiar inti- 
iriicy supersedes attention to the lesser duties 
of behaviour 5 and that, under the notion 
ot freedom, it may excuse a careless, or 
even a rough demeanour, Qn* the contrary, 
an intimate connection can only be 
kept up by a constant wish to be pleasing 
and agreeable. The nearer and closer that 
men are brought together, the mor? fre- 
quent that the points of contact between 
them become, there is the greater necessity 
for the surface being smooth, and every 
thing being removed that can grate or of^ 
fcild»-*-Lct no harshness, no appearance of 
neglect, no' supercilious affection of su- 
periority,'- occur in the intercourse of 
" - '• Z 3 friends* 
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SERMON^ friends. A tart reply, a pronencss to re- 
(^^^^y. buke, a captious and contradictious spirit, 
are often known to embitter domestick life, 
and' to set friends at variance. In those 
smaller articles of behaviour, where men are 
too apt to be careless, and to indulge their 
humour without restraint, the real cha- 
racter is often understood to break forth 
and shew itself. It is by no means^ 
enough, that in all mattcrs^ of serious in- 
terest, we think ourselves ready to prove 
the sincerity of our friendship, ThcSe 
occur more rarely. The ordinary tenor 
of life is composed of small duties and of- 
fices, which men have octasion daily to 
perform ^ and it. is- only by rendering daily 
behaviour agreeable, that we can long pre- 
serve the comforts of friendship. 

In the Jifth place, Let me caution you 
not to listen rashly to evil reports against 
your friends. When upon proper grounds 
. you have formed a connection, be slow of 
believing any. thing against the friend whom 
you have chosen. Remember, that there 
is among mankind a spirit of malignity, 
\vhich too often takes pleasure in disturb- 
ing: 
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>tng the society t)f those who dppear to en- skrmon 
joy one another. The Scripture hath warn- ^^^^• 
ed us, that there is a whisperer who sepa^ 
^ratetb chief friends \ there is a false witness 
who sowetb discord among brethren. . Give 
not therefore a ready car to the officious 
insinuations of those who, under the guise 
of friendly concern, come to admonish you, 
that you ought to stand on your guard 
against those whom they see you disposed 
to trust. Consider, whether, under this fair 
appearance, there may not lurk some se- 
cret envy and rivalry, or some concealed 
inter^t. Chase not every flying report. 
Suffer not the poison of jealousy easily to 
taint your mind, and break your peace, 
A wide difference there is between that 
weak credulity which allows itself to be 
imposed upon blindly, and that dark and 
suspicious spirit which is always inclined 
to the evil sidd It forms part of the cha- 
racter of a wise and good man, that he is 
not prone to take up a reproach against his 
neighbour^ 

X In the sixth and last place, Let me ex- 
hort you not tb desert your friend in danger 
7 4 or 
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SERMON or "distress. Too many there arc in the 
^^^^' world, wliose attachment to those they 
call their friends is confined to the day of 
their prosperity. As long as that conti- 
nues, they are, or appear to be affection- 
ate and cordial. But as soon as their 
friend is under a cloud, they begin to 
withdraw, and to separate their interests 
- from his. , In friendships of this sort^ the 
heart, assuredly, has never had much con- 
cern. For the great test of true friendship, 
: is constancy in the hoar of danger, ad- 
herence in the season of distress. — ^Whcn 
your friend is calumniated, then is the 
. time, openly and boldly to espouse his 
! cause. When his situation is changed, or 
his fortunes are falling, then is the time of 
affording prompt and zealous aid. When 
sickness or infirmity occasion him to be 
neglected by others, that is the opportu- 
nity which every real friend will seize, of 
redoubling aU the affectionate attentions 
.•which love suggests. These. are the im- 
iportant duties, the sacred claims of friend- 
tsthip, which religion and virtue enforce on 
•every worthy mind. — To show yourselves 
warm, after this manner, in the cause of 
;/.- your 
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your friend, commands esteem, even froin sermon 
those who have personal interest in oppos- ^^' 
ing him. This honourable zeal of friend- 
ship has, in eveiy age, attracted the vene- 
ration of mankind. It has consecrated 
to the latest posterity the names of tho« 
who have given up their fortunes^ *and 
have even exposed their lives, in behalf 
of the friends whom they loved ; whik, 
ignominy and disgrace have ever been 
the portion of them, who deserted their 
frien4s in the evil day. ^hine ovutfi-iend 
forsake not. 

Before ccmcluding, it must not be for- 
gotten, . ' that the injunction of the Wise 
Man ^ in the text is accompanied widi 
this remarkable expression ; not only thine 
cwnfriendy but also, thy father sJrienJy Jbr^- 
sake not. These words bring back to our 
remembrance the days of former years ; 
and suggest a sentiment which cannot but 
touch every feeling heart. Thine own 
friend may be dear; thy father's friend 
ought to be sacred. As long as life remains 
in any human breast, the memory of 
those ancient ties should remain^ whidi 

connected 
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SERMON connected us once with our father, and 
^^^^' our father's house. Thy father has per^ 
haps, long ago, gone down to the dust. 
But when you rccal the innocent days of 
childhood, and youth j . when you think of 
those family transactions, which once glad- 
•dcned your hearts i your father's friend, in 
the midst of thesfe, will rise to ypur re- 
membrance. There was a time when [you 
accosted him with respect, or looked up to 
him with fondness, and was made happy 
.by his kindly notice. . Does such a one 
now survive, and shall he not receive 
from you some portion of filial reverence 
and honour? To disregard and neglect 
him, is to spurn your father's memory ; is 
to insult the ashes of him who now sleeps 
in the grave ; is to transmit yourselves to 
those who shall succeed you, as imfecling 
and base. I'hine own friend^ and thy fa^ 
thersfriendy forsake not. 

I HAVE pointed out some of the chief 
duties which belong to virtuous friend- 
ship ; and some / of the principal means by 
which this sacred bond should be pre- 
served unbroken • this holy flame should 

be 
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be kept alive in the human breast. The sermow 
spirit, and sentiments, which I have studied ^^^^• 
to inspire, are such as virtue breathes^ 
and such as true piety should increase. 
It is thus M^e fulfil that great law of love 
which our Divine Master taught. It is 
-'thus we prepare ourselves for those happy- 
regions, where charity ne^-oer faileth ; ^Hrhere, 
in the presence of the God of Love, eternal 
and invariable friendships unite together 
all the blessed 3 friendships, which, by no 
human infirmity disturbed, by death never 
separated^ shall constitute, throughout end- 
less ages, a great and distinguished portion 
^f the celestial felicity. •• 
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SERMON XVIIL 

On the Conduct to be held with regard 
to Future Events. 



Proverbs, xxvii. i. 



Beast f{ot thyself of . to-morrow % for thtf^ 
knowest not what a day may bring forth. 

SERMON Tj^ROM these v^rords I purpose to dis- 
,J^]^JJJj "*• course of the proper conduct which 
. we ought to hold, with regard to futurity, 
amidst the present uncertainties of life. 
Time and life are always going on, and 
to each of us are preparing changes in Qur 
state. What these may be, whether iPor 
the better or for the worse, we cannot tell ; 
as it hath pjpased' the wisdom of Provi- 
dence, to cover futurity with a .veil which 

no 
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no mortal can Kft up. In the mean time, sbrmoW 
none of us can avoid forming designs, , ^^"'' 
and laying plans, for the time to come. 
The present moment is never sufficient 
to give full employment to the active 
mind of man, without some excursions 
into futurity ; and in these excursions, the 
present is often wholly spent* It is there- 
fore of the highest consequence, that a pro* 
per direction be given to the mind, in its 
employments of thought relating to futu-^ 
rity. Otherwise, in the prospects which 
yr^ take * of that unknown region, false 
hopes, or ill-grounded fears, shall flatter 
or torment us in vain. We know not^ as 
the XVise Man tells us, what n day may 
bring forth. It may, very probably, pro- 
duce somrthing that we had not looked 
for; and therefore, instead oi boasting 
ourselves of to-^morrew^ as . the multitude 
are apt to do, it becomes us to be dis- 
ciplined and prepared, for whatever it may 
bring. 

It is needless to spend much time in 

. confirming the truth, which is the fbund- 

afion of the admonition \ti the text -in 

g proving. 
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35<^ On the Ckmduct to be held 

iSERMON |)roving, cither that- change and mutability 
^^"' ^ belong to our present state, or that tk 
changes of it cannot be foreseen by us. 
These are truths so obvious and confessed, 
that an attempt to confirm them is like 
proring that all men. are to die. At the 
same time, obvious as they are, it were 
to be wished, that the thoughts of men 
dvsrelt upon them more. For by a strange 
but prevailing deception, it would seem, 
•from the general conduct of mankind, 
that almost every one, thinks his own case 
an exception from the general law ; and 
that he may build plans with as much 
confidence on his present situation, as if 
some assurance had been given him thit 
it were never to change. . Hence it has 
been often observed by serious persons, 
that there is no more general cau?e to 
which the vices of men can be ascribed, 
their forgetfulness of God and their neglect 
jof duty, than to thdr presuming upon 
the continuance of life, of pleasure, and 
prosperity. 

Look but a little way, my friends, into 
your j^wn state ; and you must unaVoid- 
aBly perceive. that, from the ^beginning,- it 

has 
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has been so contrived by Provictence/ that sermon 
there should be no permanent stability to ^^"* 
man's condition on earth. The seeds of 
alteration are every where sown- In your 
health, life, possessions, connexions, plea- 
sures, there are causes of deciay. impercept- 
ibly working ; secretly undermining the 
foundations of what appears to you the 
most stable 5 continually tending to abo^ 
lish the present form of things, . and to 
hving foiward new appearances, and new 
objects ^ in their order: So that nothing 
is, or can be, stationary on earth. All 
changes, and passes. It is a stream which is 
ever flowing ; a wheel which is ever burn- 
ing round. When you behold the tree 
covered with blossoms in the sparing, or 
loaded with fruit in- the autumn, as well 
may you imagine, that those blossoms, or 
thafe^" fruit, are to remain in their place 
through^ the whole year, as believe that 
•human affairs are to continue, 'for' to-day 
and to-morrow, for this yearand the next, 
proceeding in the same tenour. To render 
•this reflection still more, seiious, tliiiit, I 
pray you, on what small and in conjidei^ 
iable causes those changes de^endj - whi^ 

afi'ect 
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35^ On the Conduct to be held 

SXRMON diect the fortunes of men^ throughoQt 
^^1"\ their whole lives. How soon is evil done! 
There- needs no great bustle or stir, no long 
prepaiation of events, to overturn what 
seems most secure, and to blast what ap- 
pears most flourishing. A gale of wind 
rises on the ocean ; and the vessel which 
carried <Hir friends, or our fortunes, is 
overwhelmed in the deep. A spark of a 
candie falls )}j night in some neglected 
corner ; and the whole substance of fami- 
lies is consumed in flames before the 
morning. A casual blow, or a sudden 
fall, deranges some of our internal parts ) 
and the rest of life is distress and misery. 
It is awful to thinks at the mercy of how 
many seeming contingencies we perpe* 
tually lie, for what we call happiness in 
t|iis world. 

In the midst^ however, of all these ap- 
parent contingencies, plans and designs 
for the ftiture are every day formed > pur- 
suits are undertaken s and life proceeds in 
its usual train* Fit and proper it is, that 
life should thus proceed. For the i^ncer- 
tainty of tig-morrow was never designed 
^y Preofij^te^ to^etcr us from actirig or 

planning 
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planning to-day; but only to adtnonisK. sfbRMoM 
us, that we ought to plan, and to act)i \, 
soberly and wisely. — What that wise and 
sober conduct is which becomes us^, wliat 
the 'rules and precautions are, whicE, iti 
such a st^te as ours/ respect futurity, I noW 
proceed to show. They may be compre-, 
hended in the following directions/- Bt^ast 
not thyself of to-morrow j Despair hot, of 
tdnmori-ow; Delay hot till to-morrow' what^ 
is proper to be done to-day ; Prepare thy> 
Self for whatever to-morrow may bring. 
forth; Build thy hopes of happiness on. 
somethmg more solid and lasting thaii, 
what either to-day or to-morirow will 
prpduce. 

. i. Ik the woi*<ls of the text, Boast not- 
H^self of to-tnorf^o'w y that is, never*^ pre- 
suffn^ arrogantly on futurity; in the most, 
fair and promisirig state of fortune^, bcwartJ^ 
of* ^pride and vanity ;. • beware \of ^ restifi^', 
wholly upon yourselves, and fbr^ttir^ 
Hiiti^ who directs the changes, of,. tljs.itm-. 
table * state,, ^ If there be any virtue^ Vhic^^ 
thei lahpertain condition- of, the :WQfldf%^r- 
e^csct&ron man, they are, aSrarcdlyr tcio^ 

*^ it^oL. IV. A a deration 
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3^^ On the Conduct to be held 

SERMC^ deration and humility. Man was, for tHs 
y^^!^j end, placed in a world, where he knows 
60 little of what is before him, that he 
might be impressed with a sense of his 
dependence on the Ruler of the world ^ 
that he might feel the importance, of ac- 
qiiiring favour and protection from Hea- 
ven, by a life of piety and virtue ; and 
that, . not knowing how soon his own con- 
diti9n may be the same with that of the 
most wretched, he might be prompted to 
act towards all his brethren the humane 

and friendly part. -i The favours which 

Providence bestows upon him at present, 
^le ought to receive with thankfulness, and 
may enjoy with cheerfulness. Though 
' commanded not to boast himself of to-mor^ 
row, the meajiing of the precept is iwt, 
that he must be sad to-day* Rejoice he 
may in the day of prosperity; but certainly. 
Rejoice with trembling, is the inscription 
^t should be written on all human 
t)leasui:es. - ^ -.rr : 

^ 4^ for them who, intoxicated with those 
pleasures, become -giddy and .- insolent ; 
whps; ;flattej.'pd by 1;he illu^ioijp -pf /pr<?spc- 
ri^yjj makc:jliglit ofn eycry §fiifluft ; a^moni'- 
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tion which the changes of the world give sermon 
thetn, what can I say too strong to alarm ^^'"* 

them of their danger ?- They have said 

to themselves, My mountain stands strongs 
and shall never be moved. To'-morrow shall 
be as this day^ and more abundantly. I shall 
never see adversity. -^ Rash and wretched 
men I are you sensible how impious such 
w;ords are ? To the worlds perhaps, you 
dare not utter them ; but they speak the 
secret language of your hearts. Know; 
you are usurping upon Providence^J you 
are setting Heaven at defiance; you are 
HOt only preparing %sharper stings for your- 
selves, when the changes of life shall come, 
but you are accelerating those changes; 
you are fest bringing ruin upon your own 
heads. For God will not suffer pride in 
man; and the experience of all ages hs^th 
shovvn, how careful he is to check it* In a 
thousand memorable instances, the course 
of his government has been visibly pointed 
against it. He showeth strength with bis 
army and scattereth the proud in the ima^ 
ginations of their hearts., "The day of the^ 
Lord is upon every one that is proud, and 
lifted up J to humble the kfty looks of malty 
A a 2 ' and 
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«FRMON and to stain the pride of all glory ^. Seine 
v_ ^^ of the ministers of divine displeasure :;rc 
commissioned to go forth ; and to humble, 
^ without delay, the boasters of to-morrou\ 

II. As we arc not to boast, 50 neither 
arc we to despair, of to-morrow. The 
former admonition was directed to those 
whom prosperity had elated with vain 
hdpes. This is designed for those whom 
ii more adverse situation in life has filled 
^^ith fears and alarms of what is to come, 

. The reason of both admonitions is the 
same, thou knowest not 'what a day may 
bring forth. It may bring forth some un- 

"^ expected misfortunes; and therefore thou 
$hculdst be humble in prosperity. It may 
bring forth some unforeseen relief; and 
therefore thou ^houldst hope under dis- 
tresf. — It is too common with mankind, 
to be^ totally engrossed and overcame by 
present events. Their present condition, 
whatever it is, they arc apt to, imagine, 
will never change; and hence by prospe- 
rity they are lifted up, and by adversity are 

dejected 
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dejected and broken; prone, in the one sermoj^ 
xase to forget God; in the other, to re- ^J^^ 
pine against him. Whereas, the doctrine^ 
which the changes of the world perpetually 
inculcate, is, that no state of external things 
^should appear so important, or should so 
affect and agitate our spirits, as to deprive 
us of a calm, an equal, atid a steady mind, 
Man knoweth neither the good, nor the 
evil, which is before him. In yowr patience^ 
therefore possess your souls ;7i,trusting in tlic 
day of sorrow, that God hath not forgotten 
to he gracious j ' and that, though . weeping 
tnay^ endure for a nighty joy cometh to the 
upright in the morning. 

Distress jiot yourselves, then, with 
anxious fears about to-morrow. Let me 
exhort you to dismiss all solicitude, which 
goes beyond the bounds of prudent pre- 
caution. Anxiety, when it seizes the 
heart, .is ^ dangerous disease, productive 
both of much sjn, and much miseiy, \t 
acts as a corrosive of the mind. It eats 
out our present enjoyments, and substi- 
tutes, in their place, many an acute pain. 
—The Wise Man, in the text, ha^ advised 
US not tj) boast ofto-morrov) 5 and our Sa- 
A a 3 viour 
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SERMON viour has instructed us to take no thought - 
for tomorrow */ Both these directions, 
jproperly understood, arc entirely consist- 
>cnt ; and the great rule of conduct, re-. 
spccting futurity, is contpounded of them 
both; requiring us, neither arrogantly 
to presume on to-morrow, nor to be 
anxiously and fearfully solicitous about it 
I'he morrow^ says our Savipi^r, shall take 
thought for the things of itself We shall 
be better able to judge of the course most 
proper for us to hold, when events have 
begun to come forward in their order. 
Their presence often suggests "\viser counsels 
and more successful expedients, than it is 
possible for us to contrive at a distance. 
By excess of solicitude beforehand, we fre- 
quently introduce that confusion of mind, 
and that hurry and disorder of spirits, 
which bring us into the most unfavourable 

state for judging soundly. ^Wherefore, 

never indulge either anxiety,' or de- 
spair about futurity. Affright not your- 
selves with imaginary terrours. Antici- 
pate not evils, which perhaps piay pevcr 
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come* ' Make the best which you can of 9kXMm 
1 this day, in the fear of God, and in the 
practice of your duty 5 and, having don? 
90, leave to-morrow to itself. Sufficient 
for the day^ wheijt it comes, will be the evil 
thereof. 

\1\. Delay not till to-morrow any thing 
which is fit and proper to be done to-day* 
Remember, that thou art not the lord of 
to-morrow. Thou art so far from haying 
any title to dispose of it, that -thou art ig^ 
norant of the most material circumstances 
relating to it 5 not only of what it shall 
bring forth, but whether thou shalt live to 
see it. — Notwithstanding the uncontrover-* 
tible evidence of this truth, procrastination ^ 
has throughout every* age, been the ruin 
of mankind. Dwelling amidst endless 
projects of what they are hereafter to do, 
they cannot so properly be said to live, as 
to be always about to live; and the fu- 
ture has ever been the gulph in which the 
present is swallowed up smd lost. — Hence 
arise many of those misfortunes which, 
befal men in their worldly concerns. Whait 
might at presfnt tfc arranged in their cir- 
A a 4 cumstances 
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sjRMOM cumstaitccs with advantage, being ddaycd 
to another opportunity, cannot be arranged 
at all. To-morrow being loaded with the 
concerns of to-day, in addition to its own, 
ia clogged and.embarrassad. Affairs, which 
have been/postponed, multiply and crowd 
upon one anodier 5 till at last, they prove 
50 intricate and perplexed, and the pressure 
of business becomes so great, that nothing 
is left, but to sink under the burden. Of 
him, therefore, who indulges this lingering 
pntd delaying spirit in worldly matters, it 
is easy to prognosticate tliat the ruin is not 
far off. 

Evils of the ^a^c kind, arising from the 
saiiie cause, overtake , men, in their moral 
-and spiritual interests. There arc few, 
but who arc seiisible of some things in 
their character and behaviour, which 
ought to be corrected, and which, at one 
tune or other, they intend to correct; 
some headstrong passion, which they design 
to subdue; some bad habit, which they 
purpose to reform; some dangerous con- 
nection, which they are resolved to breaJc 
off. But the convenient season for tt«e 
reformations is not yet ^me. Ccrtm 

obstacles 
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obstacles are in the^ way,, which they ex- sirmon 
pect by-and-by to surmount; and there- ^^^^"•' 
fore they go on in peac^ for the present, 
in their usual courses,- trusting, at a future 
day, to begin-; their- designed improvement. 
In the mean time -the angel of death de- 
scends I and, in the midst of their distant 
plans, executes his commission, and carries 
them away,— * Guard against delusions of 
this kind, which have been fatal to so 
many.-^Thou' art now in tranquillity, in 
health, in possession of a calm mind. Im^ 
prove these advantages^ for performing all 
that becomes thee, 4s a man, and as a 
Christian $ for, wlw can tell how long thou 
shalt be permitted tp enjoy them ? New 
alterations of fortune may be just coming 
forwards new troubles in publick, or in 
private life, about to arise ; new exigencies 
ready to throw thee into some condition,, 
which shall leave thee neither leisure notr 
opportunity to execute any of the good 
. purposes thou hast at present in thy* mind. 
Wherefore, trifle no longer with what Is 
■so serious, and what may be so critical 5 
but to-day^ while it is called to-day^ listen 
to the voice /)f God, and do liis works* 

Do 
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3^i On the Conduct to be held 

»RMON Do nowy as the Wise Man advises, mtb 
xviii.^ /^ ' might whatsoever thy band findeth to 
do-, for there is no work^ nor device^ nor 
wisdom^ in the grave whither thou goest^-. 
— Instead of delaying till to-morrow 
what ought to be done to-day, let me ex- 
hort you, 

IV. To be every day prepared for what- 
ever to-morrow may bring forth. There 
is a certain preparation for the vicissitudes 
of life, in which the multitude are suffi- 
ciently busied ; providing, as they think, 
against whatever may happen, by increasing 
their riches, and. strengthening themselves 
by friends, connections, and worldly ho- 
nours. But these bulwarks which they 
erect, are totally insufficient against the 
dreaded storm. It is to some other quar- 
ter we must look for our defence; for 
when it is the world itself, whose changes 
we have reason to dread, the world, and 
the things of it, cannot afford us pro- 
tection. The best preparation for all the 
uncertainties of futurity consists, in a welN 

* Ecclcs. 13^, lb, ,^ 

ordered 
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ordered mind, a good conscience, and a sermon 
cheerful submission to the will of Heaven. 
You know not what shall be on to-mor- 
Tow. But there is one who knows it well ; 
for liis decree hath fixed it. To him 
look up with reverence 5 and say, ^^ Not 
" my willy hut thine be done 5 what thou ap- 
" pointest is ever wise, and just, and good/* 
Seek to fulfil the part which he hath as- 
signed you^ to do the things which he 
bath commanded you to do; and leave 
all the rest to him* Whatever to-morrow 
brings forth, let it find you employed 
in doing justly ^ loving mercy ^ and walk^ 
ing humbly with your Godi and then you 
shall meet to-morrow without fear, when 
you meet it without the upbraidings of 
guilt. 

If it shall bring forth" to you any un- 
expected good, prepare to receive it with 
gratitude, temperance, and modesty. If 
it shall bring forth evil, prepare to receive 
jt with manly' fortitude. Let no events 
of any kind derange your equanimity, or 
shake . your constancy. Contract your de- 
sires, and moderate your hopes. Expect 
pot more from the world than it is able to 

afford 
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^xvfi?^ afford you. Take it for granted, that what 
is naturally mutable, will one day change; 
that what was designed to be transient, 
will pass away.— ^ Look forward to fbtu- 
rity without impatience. Be not desirous 
to know it. It belongs to God. Let him 
bring forvi-ard the events of the world, in 
his own way. Imagine that you conti- ' 
nually hear those words, which our Lord 
once addressed to Peter, when he was in- 
quiring about- what was to happen to a 
fellow-disciple. What is that to thee? Fol^ 
'fow thou me. Amidst all the uncertainty 
of future events, this road of clear and 
plain duty lies before you i follow Christ, 
and enquire no fartlier. Seek no crooked 
path, in order to avoid impending dangers. 
^urn not to the right hand^ nor tar the left ; 
but commit thy way unto the Lord^ trust also 
'in him, and he shall bring to pais the desires 
^ tl^ heart, 

V. Build your liopes of happiness on 
somewhat more solid and lasting than 
what either to-day or to-morrow are^Iikely 
to produce. From what has been said, 
you may clearly perceive, that he who 

re5t^ 
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rests wholly^ upon this world, builds his sermon 
house upon the sand. This life, by means 
of wisdom and virtue^ may be rendered to 
a good man, a tolerable, nay a comfort- 
able state. But he who expects complete 
happiness from it, will be greatly deceived. 
Man in his most flourishing conditionj 
were 'much to be pitied, if he was desti- 
tute of any higher hope. Rolling . from 
change to change, throughout all the days 
of his life, with a dark dnd unknown 
prospect always before him in futurity, 
what would avail a few- short interrapted 
glimpses of happiness, which, from time to 
time, he was permitted to enjoy ? . Can we 
believe, that only for such a state as this, 
man was designed by his great and good 
Creator ? — No : Let us iless the. God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christy who, accord-- 
ing to bis abundant mercy ^ bath begotten us 
again into a lively bope^ by the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead^ to an inheritance incor-^ 
ruptibky undefledy and that fadeth not a^may^ 
Here is the^ Rock on. which the mind, hqw* 
ever tossed by the stoi^ns of life, can securely 
rest. Here is the object to which, a wise 
man will bend his chief attention, that, 

8 lifter 
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SERMoiy after having acted his part on earth with 
fidelity! and honour, he may be enabled, 
through the merits of his Saviour,, to lool: 
for a place in the mansions of etemal 
and untroubled peace. This prospect is 
the great corrective of the present vanity 
of human life. It gives significapcy and 
importance to its most transitory scenes j 
and, in the midst of its mutability, discovers 
one fixed point of rest. He who is habi- 
tually influenced by the hope of immor- 
tality, will be able to look without dismay 
on the changes of the world. He will 
neither boast of to-morrow, nor be afraid 
of it ;. but will pass through the varieties 
of life with a manly and unbroken mind; 
with a noble superiority to those fears and 
expectations, those cares and. sorrows, which 
agitate the multitude. — Such are the native 
effects of Christian faith and hope. To 
them alone it belongs, to surmount all the 
discouragements to which we are now ex- 
posed ; to render our life comfortable, and 
our death blessed ; nay, to make the day of 
our death y better than the day of our birth. 
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SERMON XIX, 

On following the Multitude to do 
Evil. 



Exodus, xxiu. 2. 
^bou shalt not follow a multitude to do e^il.-^ 

IN this world, we are placed as com- sermom 
pardons and assistants to one another* ^'^ 
Depending, for most of the comforts of 
life, on mutual intercourse and aid, it was 
necessary, that we should be formed to 
desire, the company, and to take pleasure 
in the good-will, of our fellows. But this 
sociability of man, though essential to his 
present condition, has, like many ^othef 
good principles, been unhappily warped 
from ^, its original purpose ; and iii the pre- 
4 ' / • sent 
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SERMON Stat State of the world, has proved the 
v-ZI^ cause of much evil. For, as vice has 
abounded in eveiy age, it hath propa- 
gated itself much more easily by the assis- 
ance of this social disposition. We natu- 
rally mould ourselves on the pattern of 
prevailing manners 5 and corruption 15 
communicated from one to another. By 
mutually giving, and taking, the example 
of sinful liberties, licentiousness 'spreads 
and grows > each justifies himself by bis 
neighbour 5 and the multitude of sinners 
strengthens one another's hands to commit 
ijiiquity. In all the ages of the world, 
custom has had more power than, reason.' 
Few take the trouble of inquiring what 
is* the right patli; the greater part con- 
'tent themselves with following that in 
which the^ multitude have gone before 
them. No exhortation, therefore, is more 
nccpsiiary to be frequently given^ and tt> 
JBc seriously enforced, than that whidi^Ve 
receive' from the text; ^hoi ihalt not foWw 
ajnultttiide to do evil. ^"^ ' - i-^^^ ^"^^ 

^^b acquire ^ full '\ii^w-'tf^ any 'dihg* 
tP wliich wc are expdsed, is the)Wst*%iea- 

' sure 
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Sure to be taken in order to our safety, sermgii 
Let us then begin the stibject with con- 
sidering how much we are in hazard of • 
being misled into vice by the general man^ 

ners which we behold around us No 

virtue is more necessary to a Christian, 
but scarcely is there any more difficult. 
to be put in practice, than that firmness 

of mind which can enable a man to main- 

^ • • ' ...... 

tain his principles, and 'stand his ground 
against the torrent of custom, fashion,^ ajid 
example. Example has -upon all minds 
a secret and insinuating influence, evefi 
when we ourselves are insensible of its ope- 
ration- We imperceptibly slide into some 
resemblance of the manners of those with 
whom we have frequent intercourse. This 
often shows itself, in the most indifferent 
things. But the resemblance is still more 
readily contracted, when there is somc-^ 
thirig within ourselves, that leans to the 
same side which is countenanced by the 
practice of others. We are always glad t© 
find any apology for indulging our^ inclina- 
tions and passions 5 and the example of the 
multitude too readily sug^sts that apologyl 
Even before corruptions 1^ madf ^rjeat 
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SERMON progress in our hearts^ sometimes mere 
complaisance and good-naturt incline tis to 
fall in with the ways of others. Sometimes^ 
timidity 'and false shame prevent our dif- 
fering from them : Frequently expectation 
and interest impel us strongly to comply* 
flow great is the danger we incur, when, 
in times of prevailing vice, aft these prin- 
ciples of imitation and compliance unite 
together against our virtue ? 

The world is too justly said by Scrip- 
, ture, to lie in wickedness : it is a school 
whercinevery vice is taught, and too easily 
learned. Even from our earliest child- 
hood, false sentiments are institkd into 
our minds. We are bred up in admira* 
tion of the extci^nal show of life. We arc 
accustomed^ as socm as we can understand 
any thing, to hear riches and honour? 
spoken of as the chief goods of men, and 
proposed to us as the objects to which oiir 
future pursuits arc to be directed* We 
see the hieasures- of outward respect and 
deference taken from these alone. Reli- 
gion and virtutf ist recommemded to us, 
in a formal tatxmtty by our teachers and 
inst^ijctors ^ but all improvements of the 
^ < 8 ' ' mind^ 
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4»md aw4ttea:«: are msibiy^ placed j bytke sermon 
world, in aftaattifetror rank to the ad- 
vantages of fortune^ Vices that chance to 
be fashionable, aye treated as slight fail^ 
ingsj and coloured over, in common dis- 
course, with those soft and gentle names 
, which express no condemnation. We 
enter, perhaps, on the world, with good 
principles, and an aversion to downright 
vice. But when, as we advance in life, 
we become initiated in that mystery of 
iniquity, which is called the way of the 
world; when we meet with deceit and 
artifice in all ranks of men ; when v/e be- 
hold iniquity, authorised by gretit names, 
and often rewarded with success and ad- 
vancement, our original good impressions 
too soon decay. The practice of the multi- 
tude renders vice familiar to our thoughts ; 
and gradually wears off the abhorrence 
with which we once beheld it. We begin 
to think, that what is 50 very genpral, 
cannot be highly criminal. The malignity 
of sin • appears diminished, .^by so maiiy 
being sharers, in the wposchiv'^and instead 
#f men's vices AttiSsLc;^ftgy as they ought 
to do, from our ^geod 6pir^^ of thq men, 

Bh z owr ' 
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sfiRMOiL our attachment to the men oftener re- 
s^^ fic>i!cilcs u» to. the vices of which they are 
gHiltys r . 

^^mbt countcnaijce which sin i:eceiy?s 
ipistn -the pr?ictice of the multitude, not 
6n1y removes the. restraints which are im- 
poJ»d' by modesty aii4j8hame} but, such is 
the d^ensracy of ^ the world, the shame 
is t(50 i^cn employed against tbp cause of 
religion and virtue- The ridici^e of the 
giddy and unthinking bear^ down the 
conviction af the sob«r and modest* 
Against liidr own belief, they app(?aj: ,tP 
adopt the notions of the infidel ;^jaid 
agaii|st their own choice, they join in ffic 
vices «f the libertiiiei that they may,,^pt 
be reproached as persons 5^1^ a nar^row 
mind, and still enslaved to the prejudices 
of education. .How much reascaxis there 
to believe that, tfierely from thi^ timidity 
of temper,, many, whose principlps,^^e pn 
the side of religion and virtue, arc^ 9|)^^* 
theless found walking in the. '^^y\S^^^M^^y 
and sitting in the chaif ofjbe^scorj^l? 
— Interest, tooj .ofi^n ^ collides, jwitlv ^s 
w^^akncss of disposition, ii^.t^pting such 
ptwons to follow the iliultitude* To fall 

in 
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in with the: prevailing taste, to suit them- sermon 
selves to the passions of the great, jot tQ. ^jr^y^ 
tfee humours of the low, with whom they. .^_J^ 
chance to be connected, appears the rea- 
diest way to rise in the world. Hence 
they are naturally led to relinquish the 
firmness of an upright character, for that 
supple and versable turn, which accommo- 
dates itself to the times,, and assumes what- 
ever appearance seems most convenient 

for interest. -Such are the dangers to 

which we are exposed, in times of cor- 
"^niption, oi following the multitude to do evil-, 
dangers which require our most serious 
attention and care, in order to guard our-^ 
splves against them — ^I proceed to lay su?h 
considerations before y^u as. may b«i useful 
for that puVpose. -e' \ 

Jn the Jirst pl?ice. Let las rcihembfer Ifliat 
the multitude are very bad guides ;' - ire so 
for from having a title to implicitvifegard, 
that he who blindly follows them may be 
presumed to err. For prejudice and pas- 
45ion are known to sway the crowd* They 
are struck by the outside of things ij} they 
Jmjuire sujperficially, admire false appear- 
B b 3- - . Manccs, 
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sfeRteoN ance$^ and pursue i^lse^ gobd^/^f T hfilBO]^^ 

,^J^J^ nions are for the 'mo4t paft hastily^rabcdi 

and of course are ' variable, floating^ tiad 

inconsistent* In ;cyeiy age, how ^mill 

is^:. the number of those who are guided 

b.jf .reason and calm inquiry? How few 

ho have the wisdora^ td- fhinfc 

themselves, and have steadi- 

N out their own jvaigment? 

d low education, darfacn the 

. vulgar. Fashion and pre- 

._and pleasure, corrupt, the 

the great. The example of 

Is any standard of what is 

^ If the philosopher, when 

the pursuit of truth, finds it 

necessary to disregard established preju- 

dice$ ahd*» popular opinion, shall wc, in the 

more imfbrtant inquiry after the rule of 

lifej siabrnit to such blind guidance as the 

practice of the manyj; esteeming whatever 

they admire, and following vvherever they 

lead ? Be a^sUred, that he who sets up the 

general opinion as the standard oif truth, 

0r the general practice as the measitee of 

/^ight, is lilgely, upon such a found^tiori, 

to- bUild no other superstructure except 

' ^ vice 
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vice aai folly.— If , the practice of the miiU spRMOU 
titude 1>c a gcx>d pattern for our imitatio^j. s,^^^!:^ 
dieir opinions surely should be as, good .^, * 
rule for our belief. Upon this principle, 
we must exchange Christianity for Pag^n- 
iTOi or Mahomctanism, , and the light of 
the Reformation for the superstitions of 
Popery i for these latter have ever had^ and 
still have, the numbers and the multitude ^ 
on. their side.— Our Saviour has sufficiently 
characterised the way of the world) when 
hfl describes the broad road in which tlxp 
multitudes go, as the road which leads 
tQ destruction 'j a.nd the path which leads to 
happiness, as a narrow tathy which, fewer 
find. From which it is an easy inference^ 
that to have 'the multitude on our side, is 
so. far ,from affording any presumption p;f 
our being safe, that it should lead us to 
suspect that we ai'e holding the course of 
danger. 

In \Sit second place. A? the practice pf 
the rhultitu.de is no argument of a .good 
.practice, so it cannot afford us either justir 
fication, or safety, in what is evil.— J't 
affords us,- I say, no justification.' Truth 
• ^ B b 4- ♦ and 
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nRMON and errour, virtue aiid vie?, arc things of 
^°^ , immtitablc nature. The difference be- 
tween them is grounded on that basis of 
eternal reason, which no c^inions or tus- 
toms of m?n can affecl: or alter, \Wicth«* 
virtue be esteemed, or jiot, in the wprW, 
this makes it neither more nor less esti? 
xnable in itself. It carries always a divine 
authority^, whjch men cannot impair? ^ 
shines with an essential lustre, which praise 
qmnqt brighten, nor reproach tarnish, 
It has a right to regulate the opinions 
of men; but by their opinions cannot 
be controlled. Its nature continue^ in- 
variably the same, though all tjie mul- 
titude of fools should concur in endea- 
vouring to turn it into ridicule* Wo^- ^^^^ 
t^m, says the prophet Isqiah, that calf 
evil ^oody and gwd evil; thai put dsrk- 
ness for lights and light for darkness*, that 
fut hitter for sweety and sweet for bitter Irr- 
^heir root shrill ^e as r^tenness, and their 
blossom shall go up as dust ; hecau^ ihey baui 
iast away the law of the Lord of Hast s^ 
and despised the word of thfi Holy One f 
Jsrael*. i f^l 
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ifci^^id&esiitftaffbtdnhimany safely. -sftc^ 
li^rtcisr tahogctter: a matt^r:ocrfb-!p£ffiwffl«l' 
x^ile^A! -Goil • iialth -^ ddiwred-rt^J cwoiy 
riJSn the* rule of life; arid cveip maa^^mtwt 
tluilk^^and lact^ for himsdf ;\ basdtor tfyf< 
liitnself he is to * answer. If Qtheii«f£he 
Wicked, it win tre the worse for thamoahitt 
it vvfitr-^ficstr OTC that account/, bcti&c bcftfcr 
for"1^ if we shall be evil dfep.^i Lxfetwa 
be €Ver so prevalent, it is sfiil jihatnefll/ 
tbin^ • wteV)& the Lord aiiorrefff'%r::T^fii^ 
though hand join in hand^ the widc€d)?.shrfi 
not escape unpunished. So far\ 'xs::iiie 
number of offenders from ftiniisWngran|r 
ground of safety, that it calls njore^ieuuilf 
Ifor divine, ^justice to interpose, r It is^ias 
jeasy . for tlie Almighty arniitto ^ crash <^ a 
whole gailty; society, as to puhfSi a\5inglc 
individual; and when the disobcdieRfc^iik^ 
^e^i of God countenance ai«i strengtHfe 
bwe another in licentiousne$sy^\kby ^tcanW^- 
gressing in troops and bands, it beconuv 
lligh time for his gowrnmerit t^Vcxwi 
itself^ and let its vengeance fortlt-tMOflc 
puld scarcely think that any professor of 
/ ' ' " * '^^'^ Chxistian 
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8BSMQN Chi^stian fsith Would fancy to himself 

^^^^ 3PJL .^^logjr <fix>m thfc way , of the worW^ 

i;fbt9 he knows that the declared fksiga/ 

ofj^s religion was, to distingiu^h hw^ 

fiwiQv the world, which i«( said ip lie in sin y 

and that Christ came to call out. foe him-; 

adf f ptmliar peaple^ whose character it 

sihfiilld J)e, not to be conformed to the worlds 

kutiitransformed by the rtettewing of their 

minds. — So little, indeed, can. the practice 

of the world either justify or extenuate 

vice, that it deserves our seripus coRsi- 

deration, . j^.i 

In the third place^ Whether there, bc 
not several circumstances, which peculiarly 
aggravate the guilt of those who follow 
the multitude in evil? Do ypu not, there- 
by, strengthen the power of sin, and p^fr- 
petuate the pernicious influence of « b94 
example? By striking off from the^^jorr 
rupted crowd, you might be eminently 
.yseful; you might animate and recover 
many, whom weakness and timidity ke^ 
under jbondagc to the customs rof the 
world : Whereas, by tangly ysiqWing to the 
curr«it of vice, yeu render that curfent 

stronger 
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stronger for ciirrying other* along i yoii sermon 
actd wdght ^d stability to the bad cause j , ^"* 
3feu lend t& the multitude all the force of 
yowr exattiple, for drawing otfiers jtfter 

theM vtoVthe domtnission of evil ^WhS*^ 

ytftl are thus Accessory to the ruin of othds, 
you are, at the same time, stamping 
your own character with the foulest and 
deepest impressions of corruption. By sur- 
rendering your judgment, and your con- 
iScience, to the multitude, you betray the 
tights, and • degrade the honour, of the 
rational nature. Nothing great or, worthy 
can be expected of him, who, instead of 
considering what is right in itself, and 
what part it is fittest for one in his station 
to act, is- Qnly considering what the world 
will think, or say of him ; what sort of 
behaviour will pass with the fairest show, 
and be most calculated to pleiase the many. 
When a man has thus given up the li- 
Betty and independence of his mind, we 
can no longer reckon upon him in any 
thing. We tannot tell how far he may h^ 
cai'ried in vicft^ Th^^e is too much ground 
toi 'dread, 'thftf "lie^^U lie, di^^mble, and 
l>etrays Chdngin^liimjeif, without scruple, 
* into 
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8?RMe!f- into- every shape that will find . favaur^ 
vJ^^^ among those whom he seeks to gain.-r- . 
,. While this servility to the world ififer/s 
baseness towards men, it involves also the; 
^h^st iippiety towards God* It shews 
tjaat wc yield to the world that reverence 
and *submissipn which is only due to thp 
4ivine law, Wc treat the goyciTiflftent oi 
the Almighty^ tyith scorn j as jf his preempts 
jfeserved to be obeyed^ only when tlicy 
?uite<i tlie eaprice and tjie follies of th? 
irailtiitude j and wpre entitled to pQ regard^ 
^s 5Qon ^s jhey contradicted thje reigning 
cwstoojs and fa^hioijis of the world, — Whil^ 
$uch conduct carries in it so piuch wicjked^ 
;jcss and. folly, Igt us observe, 

In &it fourth place, That the'mo^t pxcel-^ 
J^mt a^d honourable character which can 
•»wiarn a man and a Chi^stiap, is acquired 
Jl^ resisting the torrent pi vice, jind adr 
iiering' tp the cau&<^ ©f God and vjrtuc^ 
gainst a .cornupted multitude. It will be 
found to JitQld, in general, th^t all those 
^ho> in any pf the great lin^s of life, have 
distinguished themselvc? for thinking, pror 
foundly, and actinj; ^^^J^ %vc despised 

popular 
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popular prejudices, and depa:rted, in several sermoS 
things, from the common ways of the sj^!^^ 
world. . On no occasion is this more re^ 
quisite for true honour,.- than where reli-^ 
gion arfd morality are concerned. In timtfs 
of prevailing licentiousness, to maintain ^ 
unblemished virtue, and uncorfupted in- 
tegrity ; in a publick or private cause, to ' 
stand firm by what is fair and just, amidst 
discouragements and opposition; despisirig 
groundless censure and reproach; disdain- 
ing all compliance with public manners, 
when they are vicious and unlawful ; and 
never ashamed of the punctual discharge of 
every duty towards God and man;— this 
is what shows true greatness of spirit, artd 
will force approbation even from the de- 
generate multitude themselves, \" This is 
*^ the man,*' their conscience will oblige 
them to acknowledge, " whomi we 'arc 
** unable to bend to mean condescensions^ 
'^* We see it in 'vain either to flatter br 
**' to threaten him ; he rests on a principle 
''*' ^within, which we cannot -fi^lce. ' Xo^this 
'^^' maW yotrmay, bn any'oecaam, safely 
* *^i commit your cause. He *is- incapable 
' II o£ b^trdying his t|ust, -of deserting hi^ 
'-^ : ^ ^•.friend,. 
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SERMON «' friend, «: denymg his feith." Thus Us 
"*• rigbtewsmss C0mes forth as the lights and bii 
judgment as the noon day. 

It Js, accordingly, this steady inflexible 
virtue, this regard to principle, superior to 
all custom and opinion, which peculiarly 
mark the characters of those, m any 
age, who have shone as saints or heroes ^ 
and has consecrated their memory to all 
posterity. It was this that ^obtained to 
antient Enoch xh^ ijjost singular testimony 
of honour frojiioH^ir^en* He continued 
to walk with Gody when the world 
apostatised from him. He pleased God, 
and was beloved of him; so that, living 
among sinners, he was translated to hea- 
ven without seeing deaths; Tea^ speedily 
was Me. .taken/ away y lest wickedness should 
ha^, 4lfired bis understandings or deceit be^ 

^ guiled^ his, soul *, When Sodom could not 
fvimijh t^n righteous men to save it, X^Qt 
remaned i|i}$potted amidst the contag^on^ 
He Uv«L ^ke an angel among spirits of 
darkocss i^a^nd 'the destroying flame was not 

. permitted to go f^n-th, till the good man 

^ Wisdom of Solomoni iv. lu 
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was called away by a heSvfeftl^ messenger SfiRMOii 
from his devoted city. -When all fie sh had ^^^* 
corrupted their ' nvay upon the^ earthy then 
lived Noah^ a righteous man,- and a preacher 
of righteousness. He stood alone, - arid 
was scoffed by the profane crew. > Biit 
they by the deluge were swept stway^ 
while on him. Providence conferred the 
immortal honour, of being the restorer ^ef 
a better racc,^ and the father of a licfjr 
world. Such examples as thcje, and ^«cji 
honours conferred by God on tbem^ t\4te» 
withstood the' multitude of evil doefrSy 
should often be present to our rafiiids- 
Let us op^xise them to tlie nurrtbfers^ 6f 
low and corrupt examples, which we- be- 
hold around us> and when #e are^'ih 
hazard of being swayed by such, - let" ^s 
fortify our virtue, by thinking of the&e 
who, in former times, shone likd stars %i 
the midst of surrounding darkne^, and kre 
now shining in the kingdom of BlKWft,-tfi 
the brightness of the firmament ^ fio^^wr^Skd^ 
ever.^^As our honour is thus deejj^^^^h- 
certied in our acting a stedfast ar^^rSieus 
part, let us also consider, 

f In 
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SERMON In the fifth place. How little^ iii point 
*^^'^ of interest, can ^ be gained by the favour of 
the. Oiultitude, and how much will cer- 
tainly be lost, by following them to do 
evil* We may, thereby, render ourselves 
more agreeable to some with whom we 
arc connected; and by artful ccraipliances, 
may please ourselves with the pcospect 
of promoting our fortune. But these ad- 
vantages, such as they are, remain doubt- 
ful and uncertain. The wind of popular 
opinion . is ever shifting. It will ohtvi 

, leave us at a loss what course to steer \ 
and, after all our trouble and anxiety to 
catch the favourable gale, it may on a 

. sudden forsake us. For tlie versatility of 
character, the meanucss and inconsistency 

, of conduct, into which a dependant on 
the multitude is betrayed, frequently ren- 
der him in the end, an object of con- 

„ tempt to those whom he sought to please. 
But supposing him successful in his views, 
no worldly advantages, which are pur- 
chased by dishonourable means, can be 

, either solid or lasting. They bring no 
genuine satisfaction to a man, who is cpn- 
scions' to himself of having given up his 

principles 
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principles to serve the world. As long as gEliMtrtSf 
he could be satisfied with his own condtictj y,^^^^^ 
he rhight bear up under undese'rve#**&i?^ - 
couragement ; bat when he becomes Ws^ 
picable in his own eyes, woH^ly honbuts 
lose their lustre. — What can tn6 multitude 
do for you, after you have followed them 
in evil ? They cannot restore to ^ ybii the 
peace of an innocent mind, nor heal the 
sorrows of a wounded spirit,, nor shield you 
from the. displeasure of God* They c^n do 
little to support you in the hour of affliction, 
and nothing to deliver your souls in the day 
of death. Forsaken and disconsolate, the 
world, for the most part, casts off its vo- 
taries in the end; and when you compute' 
the final amount, it will prove a very small 
consolation, that, as you have had sharers 
in guilt, yon shall have companions also in 
punishment. 

Look forward to the issue of things. The 
multitude of men possess now, in a great 
measure, the distribution of praise and cen- 
sure, of success and disappointment, acconi- 
ing to their caprice. But thi,s cojifused and 
promiscuous distribution is not always to 
subsist. The day cometh, when we all are 
to appear before a more discerning Judge, 

Vol. IV. Co and 
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SERMON and a more impartial tribunal- The day 
Cometh, when our Lord Jesus Christ shall 
descend from heaven in all the glory of his 
Father, to unveil every character, and to 
render to every man according to his works. 
At that day, how shall he lift up his head, 
who hath been all his life the slave of the 
world's opinion; who hath moulded his 
principles, and his practice, solely to please 
the multitude j who hath been ashamed of 
bis Saviour and his words -y and, to gain 
favour with men, hath apostatised from the 
i^ative sentiments and dictates of his heart? 
— To say all in one word : there is a contest 
now between God and the world. These 
form the opposite sides which divide man- 
i^ind. Consider well, to which of these you 
will choose to adhere. On the one side, lie 
your allegiance, your honour, and your in- 
terest 3 on the other, lie your guilt and youi' 
shame. For the one, conscience and reason i 
for the other, passion and inclination, plead. 
On the one hand are the approbation of God, 
immortal honour, and [divine rewards ^ oa 
the other, — remember and beware! — are 
the stings of coasciexjcc, endless putiishment^ 
and endless Infamy- 
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SERMON XX. 

On the Wisdom cxf Gci^ ** 



I Timothy, i. ly. ^ 

Now unto the King ^ternaly immortal^ invi" 
sibky the only wise Gody be honour and 
glory y for ever and ever ! Amen. 

IT is of the highest importance to reli- sermon 
gious conduct, that our minds be filled ^^ 
with suitable conceptions of the attributes 
of God. They are the foundations of 
our reverence for him 3 and reverence is 

* This concluding discourse . wag diiefly intended to be 
a general recapitulation of instances of the wisdom of Pro- 
vidence, several of which have bfcen motfe fuUy illustrated im 
other dis^Qurtfes contained in this 6t in some of the preceding 
volumes. 

C c 2 the 
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SERMON the foundation of religion. x\ll the di- 
vine perfections are interesting to man. 
Almighty power, in conjunction with 
Eternity and Omnipresence, naturally in- 
spires solemn awe. Infinite Goodness re- 
lieves the mind from that oppressbn which 
Power alone would produce; and, from 
our experience of present benefits, and our 
remembrance of the past, creates love, gra- 
titude, and trust. In the middle between 
these stands the contemplation of Divine 
Wisdom, which conjoins impressions of 
awe. with those of comfort y and, while it 
humbles us into profound submission, 
encourages, at the same time, our reliance 
on that King eternal^ immortal ^ and inr^idble^ 
who is justly styled in the text, the only 
'ijoise (jod. 

Among men, wisdom is a quality en- 
tirely idiffercnt from - cunning or craftl 
It always s^upposes good, and fair inten- 
tion in the person who ppssesses it-; and 
ffnports, that laudable ends are pursued by 
proper and jvistifiable means. In like man^ 
ner, wisdom in the :Supreme Being cannot 
be separated from the rectitude of his nature. 
It is^ in him, aa exertion of benevolence \ 

and 
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and imports, that the purposes of justice sermon 
arid goodness are carried on and accom- ^^ 
plished by means the most effectual. To 
meditate on some ' of those instances in 
which this divine wisdom is displayed can- 
not but be highly favourable to the impres- 
sions both of piety and of virtue. 

It is difficult to say, whether the natu- 
ral, or the moral, world, afford the most 
conspicuous and striking displays of the 
wisdom of God. Not one, nor many dis- 
courses, nor indeed the study and labour of 
a whole life, were, in any degree, sufficient 
to explore them. Of the proofs of wis- 
dom which the natural world afforHs I 
cannot attempt now to discourse. Any 
illustration of these would lead to discus-* 
sions of a scientific kind, which more 
properly belong to the philosopher; and 
on which philosophy has often employed 
itself, with much utility and honour. I 
shall only take notice, that, in proportion 
^s human knowledge hath enlarged its 
sphere of research and discovery, in the 
same proportion hath the wisdom of the 
Creator struck the minds of all inquirers 
C c 3 and 
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SERMON and observers, with the highest admiration, 
^^* All nature is in truth a scene of ^venders. 
In the disposition of the heavenly bodies, 
and the general arrangement of the system 
of the universe; in the structure of the 
earth; in the endless variety of living 
creatures that fill it ; and in the provision 
made for them all, to enable them to fulfil 
the ends of their being ; it is not easy to 
determine, whether power, wisdom, or 
goodness, be most conspicuous; It belongs 
not only to the heavens to declare the glory 
of God, and to the firmament to shew forth 
his handy work-, in the smallest and most 
inconsiderable, as well as in the most 
illustrious works of God, equal marks ap- 
pear of profound desigp and consummate 
art. It has been justly said, that there is 
not a vegetable that grows, nor an insect 
that moves, but what is sufficient to con- 
found the atheist, and to afford the candid 
observer endless materials of devout ^dora-^ 
tion and praise. 

When \ we turn to the moral world, 
the field of admiration which opens to us 
js no less extensive and striking, I can 

o^ly 
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only mention a few instances of that cxqui- sermon 
site wisdom which every where meets us. ^^ 

In tht first place, let us attend to the 
constitution of human, nature. Though we 
are taught by revelation to consider it as 
now impaired by the fall, yet as it stands 
we behold the* traces of a noble structure, 
planned and executed with the highest skill. 
All the powers and faculties bestowed on 
man are such, as perfectly suit his condition, 
and adapt him to the purposes for which he 
was designed. Senses were given him, 
that he might distinguish what is necessary 
for the preservation and welfare of his 

body. ^Now, suppose that any one of 

those senses, the sight, foi" instance, or the 
hearing, or the touch, had been in a con- 
siderable degree either more blunt, or 
more acute, than it is at present, what an 
unhappy change would this have made 
upcm our state ? On the one hand, greater 
imperfection of the organs would have 
deprived us of all the comfort and ad- 
vantage which we now enjoy from such 
powers. On the other hand, a greater 
degree of exquisite sensibility in them would 
. ^ C c 4 have 
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SDRM6N have rendered life a burden to lis. <)iir 
^^' senses, instead of being, inlets to know- 
ledge and pleasure, would then Jiave be- 
come constant avenues so uneasiness and 
pain. Their powers, therefore, are skil- 
fully adjusted to that measure of strength, 
which allows them to answer the purposes 
of health, safety, and comfort ; without 
either falling short of. this line of useful- 
ness, or improperly, and hurtfuUy, stretch- 
ing beyond it. 

In the mind, appetites . and passxQns 
were placed, as the moving powers of the 
soul, to impel its activity. But as their 
impulse recjuired regulation . and restraint, 
reason was, at the same tinje, conferred as. 
the directing power .-r- Of all our passions, 
self love and the desire of selfrpreservatipn 
were with the utmost propriety, nmde the 
strongest,, for a reason which the meanest 
capacity may' comprehend. . Every man 
is most immediately . committed by Provi^ 
dence to his own care and charge. He'' 
knows his own situation be$t; arid hjas 
more opporturiities . of prompting his own 
happiness, than he can have of .advan-n 
cing the happiness . of any pthor .person* 
It was therefore fit and wise, that, by the 

Strongest 
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strongest instinct^ he should be prompted- sermon 
to attend to himself,— -At the same time, as ^ ^^• 
no man standing alone is sufficient for his 
own welfare, it was necessary that, by 
mutual sympathy and social instincts, we 
should be drawn to give aid to one another. 
Here it deserves our particular nqtice, that 
the force of those social instiilcts is, with 
admirable propriety, proportioned by Pro- 
vidence to the degree of their usefulness and 
importance*. Thus, that parental affec- 
tion, which .the helpless state of infancy and 
childhood renders so needful, is made the 
strongest of them all. Next, come those 
ties of blood, which prompt mutual kind- 
ixess among those who are intimately joined 
together by Brotherhood, and other fan)ily 
connections. To these succeeds that valu- 
able instinct of pity, which impels us to 
assist the distressed, wherever we behold 
them. To take part with others in their 
good fortune belongs to man's social na- 
ture, and increases the sum of happiness. 
At the same time, to take part with the 
prosperous js less -necessary than to sym- 
pathise, with the unhappy; and therefqre: 

♦ §c? Se^^. I J. Vol. iii, 

the 
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SERMON the principle which prompts us to rejoice 
^^ with them that rejoice^ is made not to be so 
strong, as that which impels us to weep with 
them that weep. 

But they are not only the laudable and 
important parts of our disposition, which 
discover the wisdom of the Author of our 
frame; even our imperfections and fol- 
lies are by him rendered subservient to 
useful ends. — Amidst those inequalities of 
condition, for instance, which the state 
of 'human life required, where it was 
necessary that some should be rich, and 
others poor, that some should be eminent 
and distinguished, and others obscure and 
mean, how seasonable is that good opinion 
which every one entertains of himself, 
that self-complacency with which he com- 
pares himself to others; and that fond 
hope, which is ever pleasing him with the 
prospect of future pleasures and jadvan- 
tages in life ? Without those flattering ^en-fr 
sations, vain as they often are, how totally 
insupportable woilld this world become 
to many of its inhabitants ? Whereas, by 
means of thefn. Providence hath contrived 
to balance, in a great mcasurft, the inequa- 
lities 
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litics of condition among mankind. It hath stermom 

contrived to diffuse pleasure through all 

ranks ; and to bring the high and the l6w 

nearer to a level with each other, than might 

at first be supposed. It h^h smoothed the 

most rugged tracts of JKffnan life ; and hath 

gilded with rays of /B^orrowed light its most 

dreary scenes. 

One instance of Divine Wisdom, in 
framing our nature, is so remarkable as 
to demand particular attention 3 that is, 
the measure according to which God hath 
dispensed knowledge and ignorance to 
man. There is nothing of which we are 
more ready to complain, than of our nar- 
row and confined views of nature, and of 
Providence, and of all things around us : 
And yet upon examination, it will be 
found, that our views extend, on every 
side, just as far as they ought ; and that, 
to see and know more than is allowed us, 
instead of bringing any advantage, wouM 

produce certain misery •. We pry, for 

instance, with impatient curiosity, intp 
future events. Happily for us, tliey are 
veiled and covered up i and one peep 

t See Serm.IY. Vol. i. and Serm. IX. Vol iv. 

behind 
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SERMON behind that veil, were it permitted, would 
^"^ be sufficient to poison the whole comfort 
of our days, by the anticipation of sorrows 
to come. — In like manner, we often wish 
with eagerness to penetrate into the secrets 
of nature, to look into the invisible world, 
^nd to be made acquainted with the whole 
destiny of man. Our wish is denied ; we 
are environed on all hands with mystery; 
and that, mystery is our happiness : for, 
were those great invisible objects fuJJy 
disclosed, the sight of them would con- 
found and overwhelm us. It would either 
totally derange our feeble faculties, or 
would engross our attention to such a 
degree, as to lay us aside from the busi- 
ness and concerns of this world. It would 
have the same effect, as if we were carried 
away from the earth, and mingled among 

the inhabitants of some other planet 

The knowledge that' is allowed to us, was 
designed to fit us for acting our part in 
our present state. At the exact point, 
therefore, where usefulness ends, know- 
ledge stops, and ignorance commences. 
Light shines upon us, as long as it serves 
to guide our path \ but forsakes us, as soon 

9 aa 
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as it. becomes noxious ; to tBe eye 3 and sermom 
salutary darkness is appointed to close the ^^' 
scene. — Thoughtless and stupid must that 
. man be, who, in all this furniture of 
the human mind, in this exact adjust- 
ment of its several powers to the great 
purposes of life, discerns not the hand of 
adorable wisdom, as well as of infinite 
Goodness. 

In the second ^diCt^ Let us contemplate 
the same \yisdom as exhibiting itself to 
us in the moral government of the world. 
We are informed by revelation, that this 
life is designed by Providence to be an 
introductory part of existence to intelligent 
beings; a state of education and disci- 
pline, where, creatures fallen from their 
oi"iginal rank, may gradually recover their 
rectitude and virtue, Under this view, 
which is in itself perfectly consonant to 
all that reason discovers, we shall find the 
general course of human affairs, confused 
as it may sometimes appear, to have been 
ordered with exquisite wisdom. — It was 
necessary to such a state, that all the 
active powers of man should be brought 

forth 
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SERMON forth into "ofcrcise, and completely tried* 
It became proper, therefore, that there 
should be a mixture of characters in the 
world, and that men should be shewn in a. 
variety of situations •. Hence that diversity 
of tempers and dispositions which arc found 
in society ; those, inequalities in rank and 
station, which we see taking place ; and 
those different talents and incHnations which 
prompt men to different pursuits. By these 
means^ eveiy department in society is filled 
up ; and every man has some sphere pre- 
pared for him, in which he can act* He 
is brought forth as on a busy stage, where 
opportunity is given for his cliaracter to 
display itself fully. — His life is, with great 
propriety, varied by interchanges of prospe- 
rity and adversity. Always prosperous, 
he would become dissipated, indolent and 
giddy : Always afflicted, he would be fret- 
ful, dejected, and sullen. There are few 
persons, therefore, or none, whose lot shares 
not of both these states ; in order that every 
disposition of the heart may be explored, 
and every mean of improvement afforded. 

* See Serm. IV. Vol. ir. 

— As 
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— As man is ultimately designed for a higher sermom 
jstate of existence than the present, it was ^^' 
not proper that this world should prove a 
paradise to him, or should afford him that 
jcomplete satisfaction which he incessantly 
pursues. Disappointments, therefore, are 
often made to blast his hopes 3 and, even 
while the comforts of life last, they are 
always mixed with some troubles ; in order 
that an excessive attachment to this world 
may gradually be loosened. The course 
of things is evidently so ordered by Pro- 
vidence, that occurrences shall be always 
happening, to bring down the most pros- 
perous to a level with the rest of his 
brethren, and to raise up, in their turn, the 
low and the distressed. 

In the midst of those vicissitudes, which 
are so obviously conducive to improve- 
ment, both wisdom and goodness required, 
that the Supreme Governour of the world 
should be seen to protect the interests, and 
favour the side of virtue. But in the 
degree of evidence, with which this was 
to be shoWn, it was no less requisite, that 
a proper temperament should be observed. 
Had virtue been always completely re- 
2 warded. 
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SERMON warded, and made happy on earth, meil 
XX. would no longer have had a motive for 
aspiring to a more blessed state* In the 
casp of every crime, had divine justice 
interposed to bring complete punishment 
on the head of the criminal j or * had all 
the felicity which is prepared for the just 
in a future world, and all the misery which 
there awaits the wicked, been already dis- 
played to the view, and rendered sensible 
to the feelings of men 5 there would have 
been an end of that state of trial, for 
which our whole condition on earrth was 
intended. It was necessary therefore, that 
at present, we should see through a glass 
darkly. A certain degree of mystery and 
obscurity was, with perfect wisdom, left 
on the conduct of the Almighty*. — But, 
amidst that obscurity sufficient encourage- 
ment and support are in the mean time 
given to virtue; sufficient ground is af- 
forded for the full belief, that it is what the 
Deity loves, and will .finally reward. His 
approbation of it is signified to every man 
by the voice of conscience. Inward satis- 

♦ SecSenn.IV. Vol. i. 

Action 
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faction and peace are made always to belong stRMoi* 
to it ; and general esteem and honour for ^^' 
the most part to attend it; On. the other 
band, the wicked, in no situation of life^ arc 
allowed to be ti'uly happy. Their vices 
and their passions ai^ made to trouble their 
prosperity ^ and their punishment to grow 
out of their crimes; Let any ohe attcn-is 
tively recollect the material incidents of Iris 
life I and he will, for the most part^ be able 
t6 trace the chief misfortunes which have> 
befallen him to some guilt he has contract- 
ed, or some folly he has committed*; 
Such is the profound, wisdom with which 
Providence conducts its counsels^ that 
although it docs not appear to interpose^ 
npien aie made to reap from their actions^ 
the fruits which they had' deserved i their 
iniquities te correct theniy and their back-- 
slidings to reprove them ^ and while they 
suffer, they are forced to acknowledge the 
justice of their punishment; — These arc 
not matters of rare or occasional observa- 
tion % but deeply interwov^i with the 
texture of human afFairSi They discover ai 

* See Scnri; XIII. Vol. iv. 

Vol* IV. D d regular 
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SERMOM r^ular plan^ a formed system, according 
^^* tQ which the whole train of Providence 
proceeds ; and which manifests to every 
serious observer the consummate wisdom 
o£ its Author.— As thus, in the constitution 
of human nature and in the moral govern- 
ment of the world, Divine wisdom so re- 
markably appears, I must observe, 

In the third place. That in the redemp- 
tion of the world, and in the ceconomy 
of grace, it shines no less conspicuously. 
The subject which opens to us here is too 
extensive to be fully illustrated at present j 
but the* great lines of it are obvious ♦.— 
In carrying on a plan, by which forgive- 
ness was to be dispensed to an offending 
race, wisdom required that the authority 
of the legislator should be fully preserved, 
and no such relaxation be introduced 
into government, as might give licence 
or encouragement to offenders. Accord- 
ingly, the most admirable provision was 
made for these important purposes by the 
ititerposition of the SoriV of God suffering 

* See Senn. V. Vol. i— Serm. V. Vol. ii.~Scftn. XV* 
yoLii.~Scnii-V.VoLi>. 

- 'V and 
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and dying for sinners. The sovereign sermon 
awe of justice is niainta:ined, while jus- ^^' 
tice is tempered with mercy. Men are 
bound to righteousness, under the highest 
sanctions ; and ample security and con- 
solation are,, at the same tinie, afforded to 
the penitents By the instructions, and 
example, of their Saviour, they are in- 
structed in their duty ; and through a 
Mediator and Intercessor, they are en- 
couraged to offer their worship and prayers 
to the Almighty. They are assured that, 
in whatever is too arduous for human 
nature to perform, they shall be assisted 
by a Divine Spirit ; and under all trials 
and difficulties, they are supported by the 
express promise of that eternal life which 
is brought to light by the gospel. — It is- 
not possible for the understanding to con- 
ceive any method of salvation, plaiined- 
with more goodness and executed with 
mpre wisdom, than what is shewn in l3ie' 
gospel of. Christ. The consideration of 
this constitution alone, gives us full reason ' 
to join in that exclamation of the' Apostle : 
O the depth of the riches botb^of the wisiam 
and the knowledge of God I How un^ 
Dd2 searchable 
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SERMON searchable are his judgments ^ and his nvsy^ 
^^J:^ past finding out I * 

From this short survey which we have 
taken of Divine wisdom, as discovering^ 
itself, in the whole complex frame of 
the moral world ; in the constitution of 
human nature > in -the government of 
human affairs 3 and in the redemption of 
the ^ human race ;. we cannot but perceive 
how miich reason wx have to prostrate 
ourselvej^ before God, and with all hu- 
; mility to worsliip and adore. — When we 
view that immense structure of the uni- 
verse in which we dwell, w^hen we think 
of Him, whose wisdom has planned the 
whole system of being \ whose mind com- 
prehends, whose counsels direct, the whole 
course of events, from the beginning to.. 
the end of time ; by whom nothing is so 
inconsiderable as to be overlooked,, or so 
transient as to be foi^otton ; who attends 
ta the concerns of the poor man ia his 
cottage, while he is steering the sun and 
the moon in their course - through the- 
heavens y into what astonishment and 



• Rom. xL 3J^- 
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*9clf-annihilation do we fall ! Before him sermon 
all our boasted knowledge is ignorance ^_^'^ 
and our wisdom is folly. Wherever we 
^ast our eyes -on his works and ways, we 
. find all things adjusted in number^ weighty 
^nd memure \ and after ' all that we can 
survey, Lo ! these are but a part of his 
-ways > afid how small a portion is beard jof 
him ! 

It is the power of God, w4iich produces 
among the multitude of men any impres- 
sions of religion. When thunder roars 
in the heavens, .or an earthquake shakes 
the ground, they are struck with awe, and 
disposed to worship an invisible power. 
But such impressions of Deity are occa- 
-sional and transitory. The lasting reve- 
rence of a Supreme Being arises, in a well- 
informed mind, from tlie display of that 
infinite wisdom which all the xmivjerse 
presents. Its operations are constantly, 
tliough silently, going on around usf. 
We may view it in the peaceful and 
sedate state of the universe, as well as in 
its greatest commotions .; we behold it in 
jevery insect that mdves on the grownd^ 
at the same time that we admire it in the 
P d 3 V ^^^^^ 
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«ERMON revolutions of the celestial bqcUes. Happy 
^^- for us if the contemplation shall notiris|i 
that temper of habitual devotion, which so 
well becomes dependent beings, and is so 
intimately connected with all virtue ♦ ! 

But the chief effect that ought to be 
produced by meditation on the Divine 
^risdom. is perfect resignation to the Gor 
vernor of the universe, and entire trust 
in his administration. Our private misfor- 
tunes and disappointments are too often 
the subject of querulous complaints, and 
even of unjust suspicions of Providence. 
But when in the whole natural and mo- 
ral world, we beheld an arrangement of 
things which plainly discoyers the most 
consummate wisdom, can ,we believe, that 
in the arrangement of our petty concerns, 
this wisdom is dormant and neglectful ? 
How much more reason is there to think, 
that our ignorance of the Divine plans 
misleads our^ judgment, than that the 
wisdom of the Almighty has erred in 
directing our private afEiirs ?— —Divine 
wisdom, as I bbserved in the beginning, 
is , an exertion of Divine bencvoloice* It 

♦SeeScrnuXIX;*VoJ.iii. 

has. 
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has, it can have, no other scope than to sermoh 
accomplish the best ends by die most pro- ^^ 
per means. Let the wisdom therefore, 
and the goodness, of the Deity, be ever 
conjoined in oar idea^ Let every new 
discovery of Divine wisdom, be a ne<v 
ground of hope, of joy, and of cordial 
submission, to every virtuous man. Let 
him be thankful that he lives in a world, 
where nothing happens to him by chance, 
or at random 5 but where a great, a wise, 
and beneficient Mind continually superin- 
tends every event. 

Under the faith of this great principle 
of religion, let us proceed in the course 
of our duty, with steadfast, and undis- 
mayed mind. Let us retain faithful alle- 
giance to our Creator and our Redeemer ; 
and then we may always hope the best; 
and cast our care upon him who careth for 
us. Wait on the Lord; be of good courage ^ 
and He shall strengthen your heart. Al-- 
though thou say est ^ thou canst not see him ^ yet 
judgment is before him ; therefore trust thou 
in him. Let us begin every undertak- 
ing with an humble dependence on his as- 
sistance for enabling us to prosecutp it to 
D d 4 the 
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the end. When our undcrtakmgs arp 
finished^ and the close of li|e approacl^es^ 
with praise to him let us foncludp all ouf 
labojurs, 

Vntp the King eternal^ immortal^ invisible^ 
the only wise Gody be bQnpur and glory Jb^ 
fver and ever. Amen^ 
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SERMON XXI. 

The Compassion and Beneficence, of. 
tjie Deity, 

{Pre9ch(;d before the Society for the Benefit of the Son$ 
of the Clergy of the Eflablifhed Church of Scotland, 
ijptb May 17(5$,] 



Jeremiah, xlix, ii, 

Z^eave thy fatherless children ; I will preserve 
them alin)e 5 and let thy widows trust in me, 

NO subject is more open to general sermon 
observation, or more confirmed by ^^ 
manifold experience, than the goodness 
of God. The conteniplation of the uni- 
verse, in which we dwell, presents, it per- 
petually to our view. Amidst the vast 
extent of creation, we discover no in- 
.stance of mere pomp, or useless grandeur, 
but behold every thing contributing to 
the general good, and rendered subser-: 

vient 
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»nMO^ vient to the welfare of the rational or sen- 
sible world- In the administration of Pro- 
vidence, the same principle of beneficence 
is conspicuous. The seasons are made 
regularly to return, and the earth to flou- 
rish > supply isf bountifully provided for the 
wants of all creatures ; and numberless com- 
forts are prepared to sv^eeten human life. 
Most justly is he who hath established, 
and who upholds, this admirable order 
of things, to be esteemed the Father of 
mercies : and, accordingly, in this view, he 
h often celebrated in Scripture. I'he earth 
is full of the goodness of the Lord. His 
tender mercies are over all his works. His 
mercy is great unto the heavens^ and it en* 
dureth for ever. 

It appears worthy of particular obser- 
vation that there is- one light, in whidi 
more frequently than in any other, the 
goodness of God is presented to us in the 
Sacred Writings, namely, the light of com- 
passion to the distresses of inankind. Most 
of the situations ar^ mentioned in which 
men are considered as most forlorn ; and 
in some passages of Scripture, God is re* 
presented as interesting himself, ift a pe- 
culiar 
I 
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culiar manner, for those who are in such .sermon 

, XXI. 

situations. Particular emphasis is always 
laid upon this circumstance, in the gene- 
ral views which are given of his goodness. 
He is the Hearer of prayer^ unto whom 
fill flesh shall come. But he is described 
as listening with particular attention to 
the cry of the poor ; and regarding the 
prayer of the destitute : He will prepare 
their hearty and cause his ear to hear. AIJ 
creatures are the objects of his providenr- 
tial care. But the widow ' and the father '^ 
less J the howed dpwn and the broken in hearty 
are particularly attended to, and commi- 
serated by him. ^he Lord executeth judge- 
ment for the oppressed i the Lord preserve' 
eth the stranger ; he looseth the prisoner^ 
and giveth food to . the hungry. He bath 
not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the 
afflicted 'y nor hides be his face from them j 
but hears when they cry unto bim^. Iij 
short, when we are deprived of all hu- 
man consolation and aid, the Almighty 
is represented as then most accessible tp 

♦. Pf.cii. 17.; X. 17. ; Ixfiu. 5.; Ixix, 33.5 cJvi, 7.1 
xxii. 24^1^ &c. &c. 

our 
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SERMON our jprayers, and most disposed to help and 
5^' . relieve us. 

The words which I have chosen for 
the text afford a very amiable view of 
. that compassion which Scripture so often 
ascribes to the Supreme Being. The con- 
text in which they stand contains much 
dark and mysterious prophecy relating 
to nations in the neighbourhood of Ju- 
dea, but leads to no particular illustration 
of the text. The words of it, taken by 
themselves, are plainly to be understood as 
spoken by God to an aged parent, who 
in the view of approaching dissolution, is 
anxious about the future condition of his 
family in the world; and they present a 
most affecting display of God's compas- 
sionate regard to the children of those 
who have been his faithful servants on 
earth. Leave thy fatherless children j / 
ivill preserve them alive ; and let tljy wi^ 

dows trust in me. It will be worthy 

of our attention at present, to inquire 
into the reasons why the Almighty is 
pleased to represent himself so often to us 
under this view ; not only as the just and 
go^d Ruler of the universe, which* is the 
7 ^ * firs^ 
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first and leading idea we naturally form sermon 
of him, but as the Patron and Friend of the ^^^• 
distressed part of mankind. 

It will be found^ that there are two very 
important purposes which such discoveries 
of the Divine nature serve. First, they fur- 
nish particular' ground for trusting in God, 
amidst all the vicissitudes of human life;, 
and next> they exhibit the pattern of that 
disposition, which we ought, in our mea- 
sure, humbly to follow and imitate. 

!• The discoveries of Divine compassion 
were purposely intended to furnish to us 
particular ground for trust in God, amidst 
all the vicissitudes of human ' life, Man,, 
during his abode on earth, is exposed to 
various distresses. Even in his most flou-- 
rishing state, his condition is extremely 
precarious. Prosperous as he may at one 
time seem to be, he cannot tell how soon^ 
by some unforeseen vicissitude, he may 
be hmiibled to the dust ; and still less can 
he tell what may in future befall his chil- 
dren, to whose fortunes he often looks 
with anxious solicitude.-. In the moments 
when his mind is oppressed, either by 

tbc 
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stRMON the immediate feeling of sorrows or by 
^^^' , the dread of impending evils, it is natu- 
ral for him to fly to' that Supreme Being 
under whose direction all human events^ 
are placed, and earnestly to implore pro- 
tection from him. But though he hold 

the belief that justice and goodness are 
ever to be found at the throne of the Al- 
ifiighty, yet, even there, particular dis- 
couragements meet him. For that Su- 
preme Being to whom he looks up is a 
great and awful Being. His nature is,, 
to us, unknown. He dwells in the secret 
place of Eternity ; and is surrounded with 
clouds and darkness. We hear his tre- 
mendous Voice in the thunder -, and in 
every commotion of the elements we be- 
hold the irresistible hand of his power. A 
nature so infinitely ^superiour to our own, 
cannot be looked up to without^ some mea- 
sure of dismay. It is overwhelming to the 
timid apprehension of the distressed. It 
is contemplated with that awful and mys- 
^ terious reverence which overpowers' confi- 
dence and trust. 

It is for this reason that, in condescen- 
sion , to humai;i weakness, God has been 

pleased 
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pleased so often to represent himself as ac- 5EaMO* 
tuated by a principle of compassion ^and y ^ 
pity. This gives a shade and softening 
to the awful greatness of the Divinity, 
It brings dov^n his goodness to the level 
of our conception, and fits it to be the 
object of our trust. Cotnpassion is a prin- 
ciple which we all feel and know, W^ 
know that it is the stronge5t of all bene- 
volent instincts in our nature, and that 
it tends directly to interest us in behalf oi 
those who . need our aid. We arc taught 
to believe that a similar attribute belon|^ 
to the Divine nature ; in order that, from 
that species of goodness which we are be^ 
acquainted with, and which we can mo^ 
rely upon, we may be trained both to 
love our Almighty Benefactor, and as lo^ 
as we are in the practice of our duty^^ t9 
trust to his protection, amidst every -di^-- 
tress. When we hear such a voice of tm^ 
derness, as that which my text utters, pro- 
ceeding from the Almighty, our hearts are 
comforted. Distrust and dismay ;are re- 
moved. We are no longer oppressed hj 
his greatness. We can draw near to hii» 
as to a Father in heaven, before whom wt 
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SERMON can, with hutnble confidence, pour out out, 
^J' ^ sorrows 5 and can trust that, though all 
our earthly fridnds should neglect us, our 
prayers will attract his compassionate re-^ 
gard. 

Compassion to the unfortunate, as it is 
exerted among men, is indeed accompa-^ 
nied with certain disturbed and painful 
feelings, arising from sympathy with those 
whom we pify. But every such feeling 
we must remove from our thoughts, when 
we ascribe an affection of this .nature to 
the Deity. It is true, that, in Scripture 
language, the Divine compassion is some- 
times figured by strong allusions to the 
relenting struggles and passionate meltings 
of the human heart. But we easily per- 
ceive that such representations are to be 
understood with the allowances whith 
figurative language requires. All that is 
amiable in compassion, belongs to God > 
but all that is imperfect in it must be left 
to 'man. In the Supreme Being, there can 
be no perturbation or uneasiness.; no con- 
trast of feelings, nor fluctuation of pur- 
pose. His compassion imports a kind re- 
gard to the circumstances' of the unhappy- 
' But 
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But still it is such a regard as suits tlie sermon 
perfection of the great Governour of the ^^^>\y 
Viniverse, whose benignity, undisturbed by 
any violent emotioil, ever maintains the 
same tranquil tenour, Tike the unrilfHed 
and uninterrupted jserenity of the highest 
heavens. 

It is important to observe, that this 
pity and compassion of our heaveflly Fa-^ 
ther, extends itself to our iftdral and spi- 
ritual concerns^ in ^ like ijianner as io our 
natural and external distresses ♦ In that 
great dispensation of the redemption of the • 
world by his Son Jesus Christ, he is al- 
ways represented in Scripture as moved 
by pity for our fallen and wretched estate; 
The same principle which leads him to 
regard with compassion the widow and 
the fatherless, led him to look down with 
compassion on an helpless aiid forlorn 
race, degraded from their original honour; 
From infinite mercy he sent his Son U 
seek and to sofve that which was lost. 
According to the prophetical language 
of the Old Testament, He looked upoA: 
us ; and his time was a time of love. JSi 
saw that there ' was no man ^ J3# ke^ 

Vol.. IV. Ef heid 
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sfiRMJN betd that there was no inteixessor^ and hif 
^^^^^^^^ own. arm brought Salvation. He laid his 
help en one "who was .mighty to save. He 
satp us in our bloody and said^ Live^.-^-^ 
Agreeable to this ^spirit of compassion, dis- 
played in our redemption > is the whole dis- 
pensation of Divine grace towards man in 
Ills present state of infirmity. It speaks 
irontinually the doctrine of consolation 
arid riierciful aid ; grace to be sufficient for 
us, and strength to be made perfect in mr 
weakness. ' As a father pitietb his children y 
io the Lord pitietb them that fear him: for 
Jjc knoweth our frame \ he remembereth that 
we art dust-f. 

I cannot conclude this head without 
observing how much it adds to the value 
of the Christian religion, that it hath dis^ 
covered the Deity to us in a light so ami- 
able. When the nations of the earth wor- 
shipped a God unknown, or one whom 
they arrayed ii\ nothing but vengefal 
thunders, the true God hath come fcrth 
fjonV'b-Iiitid tlie cloud, and made 'him- 
i«lf Ten own to us; known not only as a 

•-, * Ei^ok, xri.. 8* Isaiiih, .lix. i(5. 
^ " t 2 Cor. xii. 9, Psal. ciii. 13. 

■ - just 
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jast and good Rtiler,.-but as a compassionate s£R\4o.>4 
Father, in whom, amidst a:ll their distresses, ^^^ 
the virtuous may tmst and hope. I ncJw 
proceed to observe, 

, II. That such discoveries of the Di- 
vine nature were designed, not only to 
administer encouragement and consolation, 
but also to exhibit the pattern of that 
dispi^sition which we- are bound, in our 
measure, to imitate and follow. To this 
purpose tend the repeated exhortations of 
Scripture, to be followers, of Gody as. dear 
children^ to be merciful ^ as' our Father in 
heaven is mercifuL That hardness of heart 
which renders men insensible to the dis- 
tresses of their brethren, that insolence of 
prosperity which inspires them with c;on- 
tempt of those who are fallen below then", 
are always represented in Scripture as dis- 
positions most opposite to the naturs of 
God, and .most hateful in his sight. In 
order to make this appear in the strongest 
light, he hath turned his goodness chiefly 
into the channel of compassionate regard 
to those whom the selfish. and the proud 
despise. ' He hath avowedly taken up their 
E e 2 cau^. 
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SERMON cause, that he might state himself as- an 
antagonist to such as would bear theni 
dovm ; that he might confound and put 
to the blush that.arrogancc of men which 
makes them slight any of their own. 
brethren^ JFVr the oppression of the p^of-y, 
for the sighing of the needy y now will larise^ 
saith the Lord^ to set them in safety firom 
^ him that ptiffeth at them *. Lordy says the 
Psalmist, thou hast heard the desire of tbr 
, humble ; thou wilt arise to judge the father •- 
lesSy and the oppressed^ that the 7nan of earth 
may oppress no more -f-. 

Consider, I beseech you, whether any 
virtue can admit of any higher recommend- 
ation than its being that disposition under 
the character of which the Almighty 
chooses t© be peculiarly known to us ; How 
can we claim any relation to the Father of 
mercies, or how look up to him for com- 
passion and grace,, if we show no bowelS' of 
mercy ,^ gentlejaeas, and kindness, to one 
another ?. — The whole pl^n, indeed, on 
which he hath formed human nature, and 
all thp' circumstances iia which he hath 
placed us on eartH, ace. plainly cpntrived ta 

- cxcii^ 
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-excite affections of benevolence, and to «ermon 
enforce works of mercy. Not only hath 
he planted compassion in the human breast, 
as one of the strongest instincts there, tut 
lie hath so connected us in society, as 
necessarily t® require that our benevolent 
instincts should be brought into exercise. 
For it is apparent that no man, in any 
rank of life, even the highest, is sufficient 
for his own well-TDeing. He can neither 
•supply his own wants, nor provide for his 
vov/n comforts, without the co-operation 
of others. The dependence here is mu*^ 
tual between the high and tlie low, the 
■rich and the poor. Each, in one way dr 
^ther, calls on each for aid* All are so 
linked* together, as to be impelled by a 
thousand motives to assist one another in 
the time of need. Tliis is what nature, 
what society, what providence, all speak 
with a loud voice ^ a voice wliich may be 
^aid to have gone forlh even to the iCnds of 
•the earth, and to have been heard and un- 
^^ef stood by the most barbarous tribes of 
men. For iamong savage ahd uncultivated 
aafiohs, iib less than among the' most 
civilized and pplished, the energy of com- 
r' • ^ ^ 3 passion 
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srRMoy passion is felt, and its claims are recognized 
and obeyed. 

In the -course of human life, innume- 
rable occasions present themselves for all the 
excrcices of that humanity and benignity, 
to which v/e are so powerfiiUy prompted. 
The diversities of rank among men, the 
changes of fortune to which all, in every 
. rank, are liable, the necessities of the poor, 
the wants of helpless youth, the infirmi- 
ties of declining age, are always ' giving 
opportunities for the display of humane* 
afi^ections. There is perhaps no form in 
which benevolence appears more interest-^ 
ing, than when it is employed in providing 
relief for th« families and children of* those 
t/ho stand in need of aid, in order that 
the young may be trained up by proper 
education for acting an useful part in the 
world. Benefits conveyed by this chaii- , 
nel are' often more iqagfrntant than any 
other acts of liberality. Besides the' great 
cidvantagc which they brin^ ;to society, 
they have the pleasing effect of awakening ^ 
all the 'virtuous sen^ibilitfes of the" hB&rt 
iDOth in those who confer, knd in thp&cfi*ho 
receive them. Ttiey are often felt'%ijth ''^ 

'- **^- warmer 
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warmer relish by a family in distress, and sermon 
productive of more tender gratitude, than ^^^* 
could have been raised by any other mode 
of beneficence. This is rendered sensible 
to every heart by that beautiful expres- 
sion of the Divine compassion in the text; 
Leave thy fatherless children -, I will pre -- 
serve them alive 9 and let thy ividi/ws trust 
in me. 

By the train of sentiment we have pur- 
sued, your thoughts, my brethren, will 
now be naturally led to the consideration 
of that institution which has given occa- 
sion to the meeting of this day ; 27v 
Society formed for the benefit <f the Sofis 
of the Clergy of the Established ^Church of 
Scotland. 

In entering; on this part pf the subject, 
I. trust that I may be permitted to say a 
few words concerning that order of men, 
iij behalf of whose descendants the favour 
of the public is now requested. Though 
bfelonging myself to that order, yer as my 
advanced age and long experience may 
reasonably be . supposed to ^ haye corrected 
the prejudices and cooled the ardour, of 
E e 4 partiality, 
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5£RjMON partiality, some weight, I hope, will be air 
lowed to jny testimony ; when now, in the 
fifty-fourth year qf my ministry, after hav- 
uig seen successions of ministers^j. in various 
parts of the country, jise and fall, and 
after* long acquaintance with many, of 
divided sentiments, among my brethren, I 
can with confidence declare it as my opi- 
nion, that there exists not any where a 
more respectable and useful class of men 
than the Clergy of the Church of Scot* 
land. Among such a numerous body, 1 
readily admit than some exceptions will be 
found to the character which I now give 
of them. Considering human frailty, this 
is no more than was naturally to be ex- 
pected- Bjjt, taking the ministers of this 
church in general, I can venture to assert 
than they are a well-informed and en^ 
lightened set of men i decent and irre- 
proachable in their behaviour, conscien- 
tious in the discharge of their pastoral 
duties, ;}nd very generally esteemed by the 
people under their care. There was a 
time, when the Presbyterian clergy lay un- 
tier the imputation pf being sour in their 
tempers, narrow in their- opinions, severe 

anc| 
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and intolerant in their principles. But sermon 
^s, together with the diffusion of know- ^ ^^^* 
Jedge, a more liberal spirit has pervaded 
the clerical order in this part of Britain, 
it will be found that their manners now 
are conciliating 3 that they study to pro- 
jnote harmony and good order in their 
parishes 5 that they have shown themselves 
addicted to useful literature, and in several 
branches of it have eminently distinguished 
themselves ; and that while they are edify- 
ing and consol?itory to the lov/est, they have 
acquired ju§t respect from the higher classes 
of men, 

As long, therefore, as this country shall 
Ipe preserved from the contagion of that, 
false philosophy, which, by jpverthrowing 
all religious establishments, has engendered 
so much impiety, and wrought so much 
mischief, in a neighbouring land; as long 
as the existence of Christian faith, and of 
religious principles, shall be considered a$ 
essential to the welfare of "a natioii, it may 
reasonably, I think, be expected, that such 
a body of men as I have mentioned shall be , 
held entitled to the regard and good- will of 
^heir fellow-citizens and couiltrymen. 

7 Circum** 
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sr.RMON Circumstances there are, which give p&r- 
^^^ ticulax occasion^ for this regard and good- 
will to be called forth. You all know the 
nature of that provision which is made by 
the pyblic for the established clergy of this 
countty. It is such as is suited to that so- 
ber and frugal manner of living which is 
expected from ministers of the gospel. 
Though in consideration of the growing 
prosperity of the country, and of its natu- 
ral consequence, the increased rate of every 
expense, "it has been found reasonable that, 
of late years, "some addition should be 
made to the provision of many <)f the mi- 
nisters, yet still their condition approaches 
not to what can be termed opulence in 
any degree. It is such as to raise them 
above contempt; such as to afford a de- 
cent subsistence for themselves and their 
families; but such as seldom or never 
can enable them, without some 6ther 
sources of revenue, to make provision for 
their children when going forth into the ^ 
world, especially if their family be nu.-» ^^ 
merous. 

It was the consideration of this circrafl- ' 
stance that lately gaye rise to ; tl« gdciety - 

in 
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.in Ikvour of .the Sona of the Clergy* sermoc^ 
Many a minister who, for a tract of year* ^'^^' 
has faithfully laboured in the disclwrge ci 
every duty to his flock^ has felt, towards 
the close of his days, what a blessing it 
would have proved to him, if such a. so- 
ciety had existed in his time, to which he 
coulcl have looked for aid- -—-Represent 
to yourselves, my friends, one of thi$ cha- 
racter,— and the .representation which I am 
now to give. is .not » the work of fancy, but 
founded upon[ what often in fact takw 
place,— ~. Figure, Ispiy, a worthy Clergy- 
man, now in the decline of life, foreseeing 
the e^id of his labours drawing near, sux* i 
rounded with a family . of cW14ren, to 
whom his chief care bad been devoted, 
and in whom his heart had long been . 
bound up. Their education, from thqr 
.e5^rliest years, he had conducted, or at least 
.'superintended himself, with paternal fond- 
Bess, .Whatever his scanty istores could 
affond,' he had cheerfully expended^ in giv-. 
Jig all the advantage to tlieir education 
which his own village, or which the 
nearest county town could yield, ? He had 
madfe ;CveryjprepaiatiQn,:^t^t v/afv i-ri hi3 
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sERMcm power to make, for their acting a proper 
part in future life. But the time of pre- 
paration is finished. The gay season a€ 
childhood is over* The period is arrived 
when they must go forth \ must leave that 
paternal mansion where, in the midst of 
their youthful companions, they had spent 
many happy days ; must go to provide 
for themselves, the best they can, in a 
world, which to them is unknown. And 

whither arc they to go? Of the few 

friends their father ever had, some are 
now gone down to the dust. Others, 
with whom he once lived in familiar in- 
timacy, lifted up now with the pride of 
opulence, have forgotten him and his fa- 
mily. One of his sons, at least, he fondly 
wished to have educated for that profession 
to which he himself had be«i so Jong at- 
tached. But, living at a distance from any 
of the seats of learning, and having no 
protector to whose assistance, he cpuld 
look, he feels with regret that he is unable 
for the attempt. Some of his children he 
must send away to seek their fortune in 4 
distant land. Others must be consigned to 
the daogers of the ocean, or be reduced to 
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gain their bread by. following some of the sermon 
mean and laborious occupations of life. ^ ^^^* 
Viewing th.e dark: and discouraging pro- 
spect that is before them, the father's heart 
is sore, when he bids adieu to his children. 
With tears in his eyes, he gives them his 
blessing as they depart. Little more it is 
in his power to give them; but he commits 
them to the protection of their father's 
God.— ^ — How happy, if in these mourn- 
ful moments, a voice of sueh a nature as 
this could reach his ears ; Leave thy father-^ 
less children ; / will preserve them alive ; and 
let thy wido%vs trust in me. 

Animated by the desire of ipiitating 
that spirit of Divine compassion which 
breathes in these words, a few respectable, 
gentlemen in this city formed, six years 
ago, the plan of a Society for assisting the 
Sons of the Clergy. The institution, as 
soon as it was known> met with public 
approbation and favour. It was early 
distinguished, ar^d amply assisted by Rpyal. 
munificence. It was incorporated by 
- Royal charter ; arid, through' the generor 
sity of the pubilc;^' has prospered so far, 

that 
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fefiriMON that the Society has already been enabled 
to give aid to a considerable number of 
the Sons of Clergymen of this church. 
The aid which the society, in an infant 
state cotAd as yet* give, has been small 3 as 
it is confined to what the interest of their 
capital allows them to bestow. They ear- 
nestly wish to become more effectually- 
useful, by enlarging their provision for the 
education of Sons j and hope to be ena- 
bled, in due time, to give assistance to the 
Daughters, as well as to AeSons, of mini- 
sters ; so as to afford comfort to a widowed 
mother, and to the whole of a disconsolate 
family. For it is to be observed, that it 
is not merely to a literary education, or 
to preparation for the church, that the in- 
tentions of the Sofciety are directed. They 
mean so to apply thqir beneficence, that 
the fannllies of ministers njay be assisted 
to Require the necessary qualificittQns for 
pursuing any useful onployment in -die 
world, for which they appear to be most 
fitted^ 

Among otlwr inducements ^which maty 
encourage the pubKc ta promote thit^benc*' 
fi^ent plan, tiicre is one which I cannot, on 

this 
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this occasion, omit to mention; that is, the sermon 
signal success with which many Sons of 
Scots Clergymen have been blessed, in fiti- 
ing with honour several of the important 
departments of society. As I have not 
myself the honour of belonging to that 
class, I can speak with more, freedom on 
this topic than some other of my brethren. 
Not to mention tlie well known and dis- 
tinguished - names of several who at pfc,- 
seijit possess, with much dignity, stations in 
the church, and chairs in the Universities, 
and some now gone, who will be long 
remembered, as having done no small -ho- 
nour, by their literary productions, to this 
part of the island 3 let me desire you to look 
round V on the most respectable stations of« 
,busy life^ and to consider how njany of those 
who now make a high figure at the bar, 
some on the bench, many in .the commer- 
cial, the military, and the naval profe&sjpns^, 
wei-Cvborn an4 bred ujider the humfele 

roof of a minister, Nor-^ this success 

to be ascribed to any favourable coinci* 
4?nce;.Qf.(jirGuia;istanccs at this tiijie q\ore 
than^apy ot^en. It is the natural result of 
.- .. ■..-. .. /.' ■ • . .8. .1, , , :Xh9 
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SERMON the manner in which they were brought 
up. Educated in good principles, and 
formed to sober manners, by pious and vir- 
tuous parents, they enter on the world less 
tainted than others by fashionable vices 
and follies. By the situation of their pa- 
rents they were inured, from their earliest 
jputh, to temperance and habits of appli- 
cation. They come forward, not.altoge-. 
ther ignorant and unlettered, like the chil-» 
dren of the meaner classes of men, but 
with the foundations qf good education 
and useful knowledge. At the same time, 
they see and know that it is not to fortune 
and to friends, but to their own industry ' 
and exertions, they must trust for future - 
success ; and that only according to the 
opinion entertained of their merit, they ' 
can hope to be patronized by others. '. 
Hence it comes to pass tliat young persons 
of this description often advance them- 
selves more quickly, and act their part 
more successfully, than others who, from 
their birth and forturie, have enjoyed the 
benefits of a more improved and ©ma-, 
mcated educatioa^ but -whose optrtence* 

sometimes 
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^mietiines jupersedes labour, encoui'ages «t:^oN 
indolence, and perhap§ footers dissipation ^^^' 
mdlq^^ flf pleasure, 

: These are considoraticttis which tend tq 
jbespwk publick fevo^r in behalf of th^ 
fus^tipn wliifih I now recommfend. Con? 
?idcr my fripnds, iSm by befriending and 
Pisisting it, yoii pontiibute to bring fcr- 
!iraf4 a new lace, who, like dxose of the 
fjpie ^ik Jhat have gone "before . them^ 
my cctne, an jtheir day, to be- beneficial 
tO:tbjir country, and to the iforki. ^ It nnisc 
Rol; be fdiipttcn,. that a^sistaijce to bring 
ih^f^Jovmfd becomes ktsfi more, njftces'- 
fary t^ it wjw to tfie fonmer race, '- m 
eowaeqHSRf* pf Ae grrat additional ^ 
p^cewH^h is sarcll kiuwm now to ^tteiid 
•wery.pa^, pf education. By seasonablje 
g^erosity, on this occasion, ygm n?^y fe^ 
f^«W»g Jffi secret the seeds of future ge- 
pius^^ you may ^ bringing fofwaid ta 
pi^^ty, thone .young plants ^ch shail 
^wyilb lierpafW in the land . j and which 
B«*yp^-fe%ps attain such strcugth, and rise 
to ^u^ha^ei^ti as to protect others under 
$hw §h^c, ;. : 

.yoL.IV/ Ff ^^ 
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WRMO« .: TovthrhQiioiaT bf the ^Ffteiit sg^ it 
niust.j[faeitacknx>t«lc!dgqd ln«(| to be d(^.eiaii: 
in a spirit of humanity, flwi^ent iftSWa^fd^ 
bd>tlir.j(lf t {itiblidc . knd ' pxsvdte "beft^cence 
odmeL^fdrdii ^nnsveiy pobpek* bbttfsiitti. Iik 
tfau'icity;^ nfmiy^x mcrl:^ indiwfaHeiSt iii^f^^fe 
bf ch^iiiSabte'^fiaiii^datkuii «atd :4i^ti|illi«n») 
s<Nde^<]ttstiiied to ediicatef; t^e tthi]|d»ki'^ 
Itic ftoedy^jj'iodiers to iiina^ YWdnfbr^aitffc 
^^(tiiespdJori tD:|)royfdci ^'ithe <ft|;ed, ^ 
to:.!rsact:^et. iuid i;eii^& ^dfcii&ck^ JlSid lift 

^SKttSCdurjia )gEiretif ^aitd: 'tn^ny^ a. distils li 
mitigsted^ iTb& kisthiKaoA! i<k tlid lalii^df 
whiqb.we-Ara.iibw iasseAit^ |iaAgitln|;'6r 
the sstBHobcbfeyolent-^piiil^ withtHfe 'i^e^; 
{gtf^es 'to zivBorst ita|iedialsle clttsk ' i<tf ^^dfi9i^ 
»nd.AimSi a|lla maDr«xteftsive dlj^. '. fO 
purpose i^ tQ::]^sise»t ilbs^ >evlli ^(1^6 
wouldittoise t6thi pabtiac,i£i(diki tife l^hlQi^ 
of vtoitliy4)^ro^tff ibeiii^ tiift- td iang%fiili 
In thatljfaiQpeifiai ^digtii'<e ^di' ih^c8i(9 
tfai$m fim :as, a>faiii;(^' cm sdCfdety, k^ !^^ 
aft^rwiacd$: reader lj»m m dftngit^^ [ii^ 
^^c&. tp> it . instead >t>fi this, l^^'^te ^ 
bringing them into such a state''il8''d£^fdi 
a reasonable prospect of their proving use« 
.7!^ .71. fel 
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fill members of the community, and per- sermom 
haps of their ranking among its ornaments 
and supports. 

So good a design Providence has al- 
ready begun to favour, and we hope will 
continue to bless. After we are laid in 
the dust, the generation that succeeds us 
may experience its happy effects. They 
who now contribute by their generosity to 
carry it forward will, in the mean time, 
enjoy the satisfaction of having adopted 
the benevolent spirit of the Christian re- 
ligion, they will enjoy the satisfaction *pf 
having imitated, as they could, that com- 
passion of our heavenly Father which, in 
so affecting a manner, is expressed by the 
words of the text ; words, which I hope 
will continue to dwell, with a lasting and 
tender impression, on all our hearts ; Leave 
thy fatherless children ; I will preserve them 
alive ; and let thy widows trust in me ! 
• 
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